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OWNSLL AMD SHSAEMAV, 
•ALlHSrAt igVARV. 




TO 

OBARIiBS SIRTAIHSOH, BSQ., 

OV COOPBE Mlhhp VBAE FBBSTON. 



^ AM induced to publish the following 
Sermons^ from a knowledge that, hy the 
Dimne Oracej they have been of much 
spbriiual advantage to some of those 
who heard them preached; — and from 
an humble solicitude to encrease their 
means of probable utility. 

I dedicate them to you, as a 
mark of my esteem for your character, 
— of my gratitude for your many kind- 
nesses, — and for the sake of our long, 
intimate, and uninterrupted friendship, 
I remain. Dear Sir, 
your faithful Friend, 

and most obedient Servant, 

JOHN CLAY. 



SERMON I. 



OV THE EXISTEKCS OF GOD. 



James ii. 19. 

Thou betievest that there is one God; thou 

doest well. 

I AM very sure, Prisoners, tliat most of 
you have now discovered that the ways 
of sin are only productive of every kind 
of misery ; and that if a man would hope 
to enjoy any thing like happiness in this 
world, he must be a religious man,— he 
must be a Christian : and you must all 
know, that whoever would look forward 
to another life with any hope of being 
admitted into a share of its eternal joys, 
must be indeed a Christian. 

But what a number, what a dreadful 
number of men there are who have no 
religion \ at least, who bdbave as if they 



2 On the existence of God. 

had none, which is just the same thing ! 
Why are there such a number of miserable 
sinners who have lived and continue to 
live '* vnthout God in the world?''* It 
would perhaps be a difficult thing to 
answer this question fully ; although we 
may still see some reasons why many 
people are so blind and insensible to their 
awfiil situation. One man may be wicked 
from the strong and natural corruptions of 
his nature, which he will not endeavour to 
amend by coming to Jesus Christ for 
help ; another may be a sinner because he 
is in utter ignorance of every thing con- 
cerning God and religion ; and another 
may give himself up to every kind of 
selfish iniquity, because, he will tell you, 
that he shall never be called to an account 
hereafter ; he will tell you, that death is 
an eternal sleep ; that there is no sudi 
a thing as another life — no resurrec" 
tion from the dead — no heaven — ^no hell — 
no God! 

A man who holds such language as this, 
is called an Atheist ; i.e. one who denies 

• Ephes. ii. 12. 
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.^e hemg of an Almighty God : he will 
pretend to say, that this world and every 
(hing it contains were made by chance, 
and that every circumstance of our lives 
is the dSect of chance. 

Now as all true religion must be 
founded on the firm belief that there is an 
Almighty Ruler of the world, who loves 
the good and hates the bad ; it is a mat* 
ter of the utmost importance that these 
foolish and wicked notions of the atheist 
i^hould be examined ; and that people who 
are anxious about such a serious matter 
as the eternal salvation of their souls, 
should be able to set at nought the weak 
and wicked arguments of the unbeliever, 
q,nd be able to give *' a reason for the 
hope that is in them.''^ 

By way of argument, let us suppose 
ihat one of these atheists, one of these 
infidels, intending to make a voyage, 
should be shipwrecked, and cast upon 
what would at first appear to be a deso- 
late and uninhabited island. He m^ht, 
parhaps, wander about for some time in 

* 1 Peter iii. 15. 
b2 
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search of food ; but seeing nothing around 
him, save a barren and imcultvated ^* 
demess, he would naturally think that no 
human being besides himself had ever 
been there, and that he must die for want 
of sustenance. Suppose that at last, just 
as he was about to give up all hope of 
preserving his life, he should see some- 
thing at a distance which had the appear* 
ance of a house ; he would approach it, and 
finding the door open, and driven by cold 
and hunger, he would venture to enter. 
Then he might perhaps find beautiful apart- 
ments handsomely furnished ; good and 
wh(4esome food, curious and wmiderful 
pieces of machinery, and many other 
things, which, the more he examined, 
the more he would admire tliem. Now 
what would this atheist think? Most un- 
doubtedly he would take any one fw a 
madman who should tell him that every 
thing he beheld was thrown together, 
just as he saw it, by chance; and he 
would at once say within himself, that all 
this property must have an owner, and 
must have required a great deal of skill 
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and judgment to produce it. But let us 
further suppose, that after expecting for 
a long time some one to appear and re- 
lieve him, this atheist should at last find 
a piece of paper, upon which it was 
written, that the proprietor of the house 
had gone from it for a few days and would 
shortly return ; that any one coming into 
the house was welcome to partake of what 
they might stand in need of, but that tf 
the goods and furniture were abused, the 
offender should be severely punished when 
the owner of the property came home. 
Now undoubtedly this atheist would be- 
lieve that what he saw written in the paper 
was true ; and finding that he must stay 
in the house until the owner's return, he 
wxmld be very careful how he conducted 
himself for fear of incurring his anger. 

It is thus evident, then, my brethren, 
that this unbeliever in the existence of a 
God would believe that a house and its 
furniture could not possibly be made by 
chance, and that whoever thought so 
must be mad; while at the very same 

time, he will, in his folly, pretend Jo 

B 3 
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declare that all the wonderful works of 
providence had no creator, and have no 
niler. And yet if the atheist would use 
his common sense in one matter as much 
as he would in the other, he could not faO 
to be convinced, that if a house is not 
made by chance, the world is not made 
by chance. Let us examine into the 
wonders of God's creation, and we shall 
soon find that the stupendous wisdom and 
power of Him who made this world and Its 
creatures as much transcends the greatest 
efforts of human ability, as the boundless 
waters of the ocean exceed a single drop 
of dew. 

Let us devote our thoughts, for a 
mom^it, to the animal creation : — ^Who 
can imagine its extent 1: who can reckon 
the countless tribes of beasts, fishes, bh'ds 
and insects'? who can discover all the 
wonderful contrivances by which the Al- 
mighty's goodness ha3 enabled them to 
exist in comfort 'J who can sufficiently 
admire those which are discovered ? For 
instance, the camel, a beast often men- 
tioned in Scripture, is frequently obliged 
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to remaJxi for many wedcs in the desert, 
where- not a single drop of water can be 
procured : other ai»mals in such a situa- 
tion would perish, but for the camd, the 
wisdom of the Creator has provided the 
means of carrying in his body a supply 
of water sufficient for many days : — and 
was a contrivance like this the effect oi 
chanced — ^But let us look nearer home, 
and we shall see that all those birds, 
whose nature it is to live upon the water, 
are created with webbed feet, without 
which they could scarcely move in their 
element. Is this, too, the work of 
chance '? the atheist will answer " Yesi'^ — 
and yet he will have the folly, at the same 
time, to declare that a boat, or a ship, 
was not made by chance. — ^My brethren, 
were I to attempt a description of (Hie 
half the wonders displayed by the Al- 
mighty in forming the animal creation, 
the endeavour would occupy my life ; and 
it would require agc^ to enumerate all the 
stupendbus examples of Almighty wisdom 
and power: whether we look upon the 
plants and . trees^-^upcm the soil, — ^upon 
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the vmb&s^ or in the air; — ^the power of 
God is declared in all of them. And if 
we should stretch our sight beyond the 
limits of this earthy and cont^oiplate the 
glories of the firmament^-4he sun, moon, 
and stars; — if we should think of the 
beautiful regularity and order in which 
they have all journeyed in their allotted 
courses, ever since their creation — if, I say, 
we should cont^nplate these things, and 
assert with the infidel that they are the 
effects of chance, we might just as well 
deny that I am now speakkig, and that 
you are heading me. 

To draw my argument into a smaller 
compass, — ^let us consider our own forma- 
tion; let us consider it seriously and 
honestly, and I think we can hardly help 
exclaiming with the psalmist, ^^ / v>iU 
praise thee, for I am fearfully and 
wonderfully made ; marvellom are thy 
works J and that my soul knoweth right 
welV^ Let us enquire whether all the 
cleverest men that ever lived could make 
a machine as wonderful as the huma« 

* 1 Pgalm czz^ix, 14^ 
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body ; as woadarfiid even as any part of 
the body? — ^CouM all the human dull in 
the world supply the loss of an eye? 
could idl the knowledge and ingenuity 
of mankind put together, make a single 
hair? — ^You of course, my brethren, will 
answer " No'*; — ryou will at once think 
that Ihe wisdom which contrived all the 
parts of the human body, must be infi- 
nitdy beyond the human skill which has 
etMkstructed a watch or a steam-^igine, — 
and yet we are told that there are men so 
blkid and ignorant as to say that a watch 
md a steam-engine must have had a 
maker, while the human body, with all its 
astcxneBhing capacities and contrivances, 
was jNToduced by chance, 

Mow if any one should enquire how 
and whjf these wonders were created, 
then we are silent: when the lifeless ma- 
chine can question the motives of the hand 
that filmed it, when the worm imder our 
feet can reason against the powers of man ; 
then we may presume to enquire into the 
hidden things of God, but not until then ; 
for the machine is not more void of ua« 

B 4 
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derstanding in the eye of the mechanic ; 
the vrorm is not more gitovelling and filtliy 
in the estimation of the human race, than 
we are in the sight of an omnipotent, pure 
and perfect God. But, in the mean time, 
we may know every thing which it is ne- 
cessary for us to know. Coming to our 
Bibles with an humble faith, we may learn 
in them that God created all things out of 
nothing : we may learn, that, after death, 
our souls and bodies will be raised again 
from the grave, and that we shall then 
live for ever', the good in imspeakable 
happiness, the bad in everlasting pain. 
But all this the atheist denies : although 
he would attend to a letter which he might 
find under the circumstances which I men- 
tioned in the b^inning of my sermon ; yet 
the letter, the book which is put into our 
hands as a message from God himself-— 
the owner, ruler and maker of all things — 
and which is proved to be such by the 
clearest evidence ; this book, I say, which 
would teach him how to live and how to 
die, the atheist treats with the utmost 
contempt, pretends to laugh with scorn 
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sA those who do believe it, and makes a 
mack at every thing which it contains. 
But, Prisom^s, consider what the state of 
such a man will be when he is lying on 
his death bed! If aD those things which 
he has despised, neglected and abused, 
should be true, what has lie to hope for? 
will he hope to be recdived into the as* 
j^enMy of '* good men made perfect f* 
or will he not rather expect to find his 
future lot among those who are doomed 
to the punishment of eternal fire? The ac- 
eoonts we read of the death of those men 
who have all their lives professed to be 
atheists, plainly show how very difficult 
it is to believe in earnest that there is no 
€rod« The pride of some fools may induce 
them io ptetend a disbelief in their Cre- 
ator, but the hour of death will always 
Bhew the true workings of the heait. The 
most ranarkable person of the class I am 
speaking of, was a Frenchman named 
Voltaire : he had employed a great portion 
of his Hfe in writing bodes against religion ; 

♦ Heb. xii. 23. 
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but when the hour of death approached, 
there came with it such agonies of mind as 
he never would haive felt, had he lived 
like a Christian. He sent for a CWgy^ 
man and confessed lus sins to him ; aiid 
whaiever any of his former firiends who 
had encoufaged him in his wickedness 
came near, he wouM curse than in the 
most dreadful manner, saying it was they 
who had brought him to his present state- ; 
until at last they left his bedside entirety^ 
declaring that it was a sight too horrible 
to be borne. The notorious Thomas 
Paine, who died undeplored by any one^ 
and detested by every one, during the 
dreadful miseries of his last illness, wotild 
call aloud upon that blessed Saviour whose 
holy name had he&a the p^petual subject 
of his wicked bhsphemies* 

I truist^ my dear brethren, that Uttete is 
not one among you, who can have the 
slightest doubt of the existence of a great 
and good God. — A belief in Him niust be 
the Comw Stone upon which to build your 
religion, your earthly comfort, and your 
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eternal happiness* ^^ In Him' we all of 
us ^' live and move and have our being ''^ 
It is He who made» who preserves, who 
governs every part of the boundless cre- 
ation : a Gk)d who» with power> wisdom 
and marcy, so great, so ^ccellent aod so 
everlasting, has yet stooped to ^^ behold 
the things that are in heaven and 
earthy 'i^ and condescended to direct the 
affairs and consult the comforts of such 
worms as we are. A Gk)d, in short, who 
has given to us the knowledge of his ex^ 
istence and power, the rule of his holy 
Commandments, and Uie merciful promise^ 
to his obedient servants, of a glorious and 
et^nal hereafter : and I humbly pray to 
this Heavenly Father that your hearts, 
prisoners, may be so touched with a sense 
of his goodness and your own sinfhlness, 
that you may yet find the narrow way 
which leads to salvation, by the assistance 
of the Holy Spirit and for the sake of your 
Saviour's blood. 

* Acts XTii. 28^ f PtaliDS cxiii. 6. 
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THE TRVTH OF SCRIPTURE. 



2 Tim. iii. 16. 
All Scripture is given by ttuptraltam of Godm 

Having, in my last Sermon, proved, I 
trust to your entire satisfaction, that there 
is a great and good God who nuide and 
who preserves us, and who wiH, here-* 
after, punish or reward us according as we 
neglect or obey his commands ; — the next 
thing to be considered is, that the book 
which we call the Bible is the Word ci 
God ; that it was written for our instruc* 
tion by holy men who ware directed and 
assisted in their work by the spirit of 
God : so that whatever they have related 
must be received as undoubtedly true; 
and whatever they have commanded msin* 
kind to observe must be regarded as tht 
will of the Alqughty hiipself. 



16 The truth of Scripture. 

Now there is afafundant proof that the 
Old Testament is undoubtedly the most 
ancient book in the world ; the first five 
books in it. Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, 
Numbers and Dueteronomy were written 
by Moses after he had led the children of 
Israel firom the land of Egypt. That 
Moses did write these books is proved by 
the meation made of him as a great law- 
giver, by the old heathen writers ; many 
of whom, particularly the most tocient, 
speak of him as a wonderful and divine 
man: and indeed one of the earliest 
enendes of Christianity willingly acknow- 
ledged t^t the first five books of the 
Kble wwe written by Moses. 

But any man, who will be at the trouble 
of examintng the Bible, may soon assure 
himsdf that it is true. It has hoea said, 
indeed, by those who pretend to disbelieve 
it, that it is a forgery made by the Jews. 
Now if the Jews had been so wicked as to 
make a book such as this appears to be, 
no doubt, whenever they mentioned them- 
selves or their ancestors, they would speak 
well of them, say what good men they 



The truth of Seripture. 17 

ware» and vrhat great tilings they had 
done. But is this the case? No ; so far 
frcMu it, the Jews are most frequently 
qpoken of as an obstinate and wilful 
people : the faults of their great men are 
very often related; even the errors of 
Moses himself are mentioned, and the 
greater part of the Jewish history con- 
tains an account of their inclination to 
idolatry; tlieir consequent misfortunes 
when God, for their wickedness, no 
longer protected th^m, and the conquests 
and victories gained over them by foreign 
nations, who several times over-ran their 
country and reduced its inhabitants to a 
disgraceful slavery. Now these things 
could never have been written by the 
Jews, unless they were anxiousto tell the 
real truth, unless indeed tliey were, as 
one may say amstrained to tell the truth. 
But there is still Airther proof that the 
Bible is true, and that at die same time 
it was written by men inspired by th^ 
Ahnighty. To foretell future events is 
not in the natural power of any human 
being ;— ^but Grod, " in whose sight a 
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thouse/nd years are its yesterday^'' * can 
foresee every thing ; ther^re if any mail 
i^Kmld prophecy a thing which afterwards 
comes to pass^ it follows that such a man: 
must have been assisted and directed by 
God's holy spirit. — ^Now examine the 28th 
chapter of the book of Denteitmomy ; you 
will there find varioas blessings promised 
by the Almighty to the Jews in case they 
would continue obedient to his laws ; but 
if they should prove rebellious and fop^ 
getful of his commands, Moses pi^hesied 
that they should undergo various and 
dreadful sufferings ; that they should be 
*^ seattered among aU people from one 
end of the earth even unto the other ;''^ 
they should be ^' oppressed and cursed 
always I'X ^' '^ tender and delicate 
woman among them should be driven to 
eat her own children on account of the 
dreadful siege wherewith tlieir enemies 
should distress them;'^ $ and at last they 
should become ^^ an astonishmentj 0pro^ 

* Psalms zc. 4. f ]>oiit. it* 27. 

$ lb. xxTiii. 33. i lb. x%ruh M, 57, 
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verb and a hye-word unto all nations.'^* 
Now these prophecies have been, part of 
them, fulfilled ; part of them are in a cour^ 
of fulfilment at this very period. The his- 
toiy of ancient times will tell us that the 
Jews, having for their sins been forsaken 
by Grod, were conquered by various hea** 
then nations ; and the people were scattered 
abroad in every direction, being sold, a3 
Moses had predicted, ^^ for bond men 
and bond women.'' f Fifteen hundred 
years after the time of Moses, Jerusalem 
was besieged by the Romans ; and tq 
such shocking distress were the inhabitants 
driven, that, as it is related by an ancient 
writer, a tender and delicate woman, a 
woman of high rank, was driven by ex- 
treme limine to kill and eat her owi3[ 
young infimt. Since the destruction of 
Jerusalem, the Jews have been, and are 
at this moment, scattered over the face of 
the whole earth : almost every where, but 
in this kingdom, they are \' oppressed an4 
spoiled '\ In the East particularly ; in the 
country where their forefethers reigned | 

♦ Deut. xxyiii, 37, f lb. xxviii. 68, 
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where the goodness of David and the tn&- 
dom of Solomon brought down heavenly 
blessings upon the land ; the fame of their 
greatness being celebrated among all the 
nations round about : — there especially is 
fulfilled the prediction of Moses, who said, 
^^ thou shalt fear day and night and 
shalt have none assurance of thy life;^"^ 
^—there the life of a Jew is no more re- 
garded than the lite of a dog ; there^ they 
are compelled to wear a particular dress ; 
and even in their own houses they cannot 
consider themselves secure, because the 
people who now have possession of the 
country — ^the Moors — think themselves at 
liberty to enter at any time. Notwith- 
standing, however, all these oppressions, 
is it not wonderful that the Jews still con- 
tinue a separate people ! Although scat- 
tered among all the inhabitants of the 
earth, thev still remain unmited with 
them, but continue to exist as an *' as- 
tonishment and a bye-word among all 
nations;'' the very name of Jew being 
used at this time as a term of reproach 

*Deut. xxviil. OC. 
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and infiuny.— What a v^nderful proof 
have we here, that the ** Scripture is 
gioen hy inspiration of OodT The state 
of the Jews this day^ exactly fdlfils the 
prophecies of Moses delivered more than 
3200 years ago ! ! How blind, how wilfully 
and wickedly blind then must that man be, 
who will not open his eyes to these astonish- 
ing evidences of the truth of the Bible. 
There may be little difficulties in the sa- 
cred writings, which are ^^ hard to be un- 
derstood;" but the wonder is, that there 
are not more y and the few and unimportant 
ones that do exist, only prove that the 
book of God was not written like '^cunnm^«- 
ly devised fablesy' * every part of which 
any one might easily comprehend. Be- 
sides, these difficulties are gradually be- 
coming less numerous) through the exer- 
tions of those learned and pious m^i who 
devote their whole attention to the study 
of the ancient languages in which the 
Scriptures were written ; and aJso through 
the researches of many learned travellers 
who occupy themselves in the investiga- 

• 2 Peter i. 16. 
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tioQ of the manners and customs of that 
part of the world where the kingdoms of 
Judah and Israel once flourished : so that, 
no douht in Grod's good time evay thing 
will be made as clear to the humble and 
pious believer, as the noonday brightness 
of an unclouded sun. 

We must now examine the reasons we 
have for believing that the New Testa- 
ment is also the word of God, i. e. it 
was, like the Old, also written by holy 
men inspired by God. Here, we have, 
if possible, more abundant proof than we 
had with respect to the Old Testament. 
In the first place the New Testament is 
said to have been written by several m» 
called Evangelists and Apostles ; and we 
may well believe this to have been really 
the case, because it is very well known 
that these same Evangelists and Apostles, 
before they died, ordained other holy men 
to preach the Christian religion wh^i they 
were gone : these again ordained others to 
be ministers <tf the word ; and so the same 
plan has been continued from the very 
first establishment of Christianity to this 
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day. From the blessed Jesus himself, the 
eternal Head of the Church, down to the 
living ministers of the Gospel there has 
been an unbrokoi chain of m&a appointed 
to preach the tidings of salvation to every 
one who will receive them. 

Another great evidence of the truth of 
the New Testament is this: it is related 
by heathen historians, men who, not bdng 
sufficiently informed of the nature of the 
Grospel, considered it in a wrong light, 
that the early Christians, they who lived 
in the time of the Apostles and soon af- 
terwards, were so perfectly convinced of 
the divine truth of what fliey taught out 
<rf the New Testament, that they willingly 
laid down their lives rather than give up 
their opinions: and this occurred not in 
one, two, or three instances only, but in 
hundreds ;— nay, thousands consented to 
undergo the most crud deaths by fire, by 
wild beasts, and by torture of every land, 
rathar than £[»'sake tlmt religicm, which 
they felt assured would richly reward 
them m a life to come, for any sufferings 
they might undergo in this world. Now 
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it is admitted by every one that the early 
Christians did undergo these dreadful 
miseries^ and what must we think then, 
but that they knew and felt that religion 
to be true) which they learnt from the 
books of the New Testament. 

Admitting^ as every reasonable man 
must, that the Old Testament is true, we 
shall find in it many evidences which clearly 
shew that the New Covenant is true also. 
The writers in the Old Testament prq>he- 
3ied the coming of Christ : the prophets 
Isaiah and Daniel, in particular, foretold 
almost every remarkable circumstance of 
his life and ministry. Daniel pointed 
out the time when He should come ** to 
make an end of sinsj and to make re^ 
conciliation for iniquity^ ' ' * Isaiah fore- 
told that Jesus Christ should be born of 
a pure virgin — that He should descend 
from the family of David — ^that He should 
preach the Gospel to the poor and igno- 
rant — ^that He should restore sight to th^ 
blind, and health to the diseased. In the 
63d chap, of Isaiah you will find an afiect- 

* Dan. is. 24. 
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mg accouiit of the behaviour of our blessed 
Redeemer, amidst the distress and an- 
^sh which He suffered: so exactly, in- 
deed, has the prophet there described 
events which were to happen more than 
TOO. years afterwards, that he could scarce- 
ly have been more exact had he been an 
eye witness of our Saviour's agonies. 
Now if we carefully read over these pro- 
phecies of the Old Testament, and after- 
wards consider the manner in which the 
Evangelists relate their fulfilment, we 
must be more than commonly blind and 
obstiaate, if we refiise to believe what is 
so wonderfully, yet. so clearly and simply 
related.' But our blessed Lord was not 
only the object of prophecy ; He was him- 
self a prophet — ^the greatest of prophets. 
He foretold his own death and resurrec- 
tion : He foretold the destruction of Jeru- 
salem ; and the prophecy was fulfilled while 
some of that generation which heard his 
prediction were yet alive : and He also, 
like Moses, prophesied that the Jews 
should be scattered among all nations, and 
become an astonishment, a proverb, and 

c 
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a bye-wftrd. We se& the wonderfdl min- 
ner in which this last-mentioned prophecy 
is accomplished : we see aka the fEdfit<^ 
ment of another great predictiob of our 
Lord, in the spreading of hid diving reli- 
gion ; and even the very men wIm) oppose 
and despise that religion are, in their own 
conduct, proving that it is true ; for both 
Jesus Christ and his Apostles predicted 
that there should be such people — ^people 
whose unbelief and wickedness shouM ex- 
tend so far as to ^^ deny the Lord that 
bought them.''* 

Were I to speak particularly of all the 
wonderful proofe which we have concern- 
ing the truth of the Holy Bible and of the 
Christian religion, it would occupy al- 
most the whole of my life ; but I trust that 
what I have said is quite sufficient to shew 
any man who has the right use of his un- 
derstanding, that the Bible is the word of 
God, and is designed to teach mankind 
eveiy thing which it is necessary for them 
to know; viz., that the first of human 

♦ 2 Peter ii. 1. 
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creatures were made happy, perfect and 
innoc^it ; but having been disobedient to 
their Maker, they became sinful and lost, 
transmitting to their posterity the conse- 
quences of their fault, which is a natural 
enmity towards God, and a consequent 
danger of incurring his everlasting dis- 
pleasure. But as by the transgression of 
one man, Adam, many were made sin- 
ners, so by the perfect holiness of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the sins we are led 
into will be forgiven, if we will only re- 
pent of our past offences, cherish a lively 
fiiith in his most Holy Name and Word, 
and use our utmost endeavours to serve 
Him truly all the days of our life. 
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SERMON III. 



ON STUDYING THE SCEIPTUBBS. 



John v. 39. 

Search the Scriptures; /or in them ye think 

ye have eternal life. 

I HAVE already, Prisoners, proved to 
you that there is a Gk)d : I have also* I 
trust, convinced you that the Bible is the 
word of Grod.' Perfectly satisfied, there- 
fore, on these two points, our next step 
ought to be, the examination of the Bible; 
If we know that in any particular book^ 
the Almighty condescends to reveal his 
will to us, teaching us how to live in this 
world, and how to obtain eternal happi- 
ness in the world to come, it is, of course, 
our first duty, and our greatest interest 
too, to read and study that book, in or- 

c 3 
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der that we may become ^se unto salva- 
tion ; that we may leam what Grod vouch- 
safes to teach ; and in so doing make 
ourselves contented here, and happy here- 
after. 

Now, before I stSBSR to consider the 
particular ady^zutag^ of .^^hing the 
Scriptures, I will espjain to you that the 
word ** Bible*' signifies book; the word 
" Scriptures'' means tmfings: and the^e 
two words are now always used, by way 
of particular excellence, to denote those 
holy /QQinpoaitiiiMis w)iich contain the der 
cIaI^a(j[ will of God. The Bible is divided 
JWrfp two parts; one oalfed the Old Testa- 
me^, the oth^, the New : the Old Tes- 
tsment which was written in tlie Hebrew 
laogua^i cptttains an account of the crea- 
tion of all thjy^gs, a history of several 
e^iinently pious ^Ad good men, a^d of 
thepr descendants, t^e Jews; a people 
cfaos^ by ti^e Alqiighty to keep aUve in 
ibe worid a remembrance of Him and of 
his worship; fuod ^' unto wjurni^'' for this 
purpose, as it is declared by St. Paul, 
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*^ toer^ committed th§ erodes of Gody^ 
u e. the books of tiie Old Testament.* 
The Old Testament also contains the writ- 
iQgs pf a niimbqr of religious men, \irho 
were enabled by the Ahnighty to foretell 
figure events. These great and good per- 
sons, besides prophesying many other 
surprizing events which were afterwatds 
exactly fiiliiHed, particularly foretold the 
eoming of our blessed Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ, who was to save mankind 
fixim the dreadful consequences of their 
sips, sflvSi give them a more perfect law 
tha^ that which Moses had given to the 
Jews* 

JSqsides thea^ histories and these pro- 
pheipies, it will be proper also to notice 
what the Old Testament teiiches. A per- 
sgii cardfiilly reading the book pf Genesis 
wijl le^m that Gqd is th^ Creator and the 
Qoven^ <^ all things ; that He is ever- 
lasting, holy, just and merciful. Moses, 
by the command of his jdivine Master, 
taught the Jews that there is only one 

* Romans Hi. 2« 
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Grod; "a great God^ a mighty and a 

terrible'"'^ " He killeth and maketh 

• 

alive; He woundeth and He healeth; 
neither is there any that can deliver out 
of his hand.^'-f We may also learn from 
the Old Testament the wonderfiil care 
and mercy which the Almighty has shewn 
towards his obedient and favoured ser- 
vants. Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Moses 
" called upon the Lord and He heard 
them^'' and *' He wa^ with them in all 
places whithersoever they went.^^ We 
may learn that " He is a judge of all 
the earth.'' X " He is a faithful God 
which keepeth covenant and mercy with 
them that love Him and keep his com' 
hiandments.^'^ '■ When his people "cry 
itnto Him, He hears their voice and 
looks on their affliction ;''\\ but *' He 
will not justify the wicked, and by no 
means clear the guilty. '^^ In the book 
of Job, we are told that in the hand of 
Jehovah " is the soul of every living 

♦ Deut, X. 17. t Deut. xxxiu 39. J Gen. 
xviiu25. §Deut. vii.9. || Deut. xvi. 7. ^Exod. 
xxxiv. 6. 
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thing ^ and the breath of all mankind.''* 
The Psalms of David tell us that Gkxl 
is " about mir pathy and about curbed, 
and spieth out all our ways;'\ " the 
eyes of the Lord are in every place Ae- 
holding the evil and the good. ^[ " He 
only knoweth the hearts of the children 
of men.''^ " If the wicked man vnll 
forsake his way,'^ says Isaiah, " and re- 
turn unto the Lord, he unll abundantly 
pardon him,''^ ^'for he does not retain 
his anger far ever, but delighteth to 
shew mercy.'' \\ Nevertheless, although 
He is slow to anger, He will not acquit 
and forgive the obstinately wicked: to 
Him belongeth vengeance, and He will, 
most assuredly " repay every man accord- 
ing to his works''^ If, however, I were 
to repeat to you every excellent thing 
which the Old Testament teaches, I might 
read almost the whole of it ; therefore it 
is better that I should exhort you to read 
and study it for yourselves; always de- 

♦ Job xii. 10. t Prov. xvi. 3. J 1 Kings viii. 39. 
§ Isaiah Iv. 7. || Micah yii. 18. ^ Matt. xvi. 27. 
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¥Otttly coosidepQg lliat in tha^t book th^ 
v(Hce of Qod a4dr€9ses yim; and that 
what y.ou cannot understand must be kid 
to the iniperfectioin c»f your own minds. 
Bead your Bible, ajod deyoutly pray for 
g^ce to profit by what yopi read, and you 
may rely upon it that mm^h a^d lasting 
advantage will be the result. 

We now aixive at a consideration of 
the contents of the New Testament. This 
holy book was, at fir^t, written in Gireek : 
it rektes, prindpally, a history of the re^ 
puted son oi a carpenter, who fulfilled the 
ancient predictions of the Jewish prophets 
by coming into the worjld at the jexact pe- 
riod which they had foretold* But this 
.seeming s(m of a carpenter was in reaUty 
the Son of God Himself; and He came 
among men to do all the good which they 
could possibly desire, morc^ than the best 
of us can .ever deserve. He left all the 
unspeakable happiness of Heaven, and 
willingly consented to submit to the nu- 
merous pains and miseries of earth, in 
order that He might make an atonement 
for our sins, and restore us to the lost 
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fikvour of his. Ahd^ty Father. He ap- 
peared among men with a mean aod hwn- 
ble outwaid appearance, but his actions 
and his miracles shewed Uiat He vas pos- 
$e8sed of the power of Qod. He went 
about every where doing kind actions: 
He healed jthe sick — ^He riestored sight to 
the blind — He fed the hungry — ^He raised 
the dead; and, more than ^ the rest. 
He taught mankind thiat there w^s a life 
to come, wha:e the good should be happy, 
and thf^ bad miseiable. He shewed us, 
by his commands ai^d hJs example, how 
w^ might avoid the miserable, and attain 
the happy lot. 

According to the narratives contained 
in the New Testament, it is believed that 
our blessed Lord was about thirty years 
ol4 when He began to teach the people 
the way to everlasting Ufe; and, after 
^lendmg about thr^ years amidst suffer- 
ings and temptation, such as no other 
man was ever called upon to bear, He 
laid down hi^ life upon the cross; sub- 
mitting to a kind of death, the most pain- 
ful that can be ijooagmed, to save yau^ yes. 
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you^ Prisoners, if you will only seek to 
be saved, from the wrath of a just Gkxl, 
" from the bitter pains of eternal death/* 
Three days after the crucifixion of bur 
Saviour, He rose again from the dead; 
and, after teaching and comforting his 
disciples for about forty days. He ascend- 
ed into Heaven ; thus giving an example 
of what will happen to our bodies, after 
death, if we will only strive to observe 
what our Lord has taught us. 

Besides these circumstances, which re- 
late to our Saviour's life and actions, there 
are many other most important matters to 
be learned from the New Testament. In 
it we are taught, that whatever sins a man 
may have committed, repentance, a sin- 
cere and lasting repentance, joined to a 
real feith in Jesus Christ, will obtain for 
him the forgiveness of those sins. We 
are taught, that Christ '' was delivered 
because of our qff^ences,''* i. e. He suf- 
fered death that He might make satis- 
faction for the sins and wickedness of 

* Rom. vr. 26. 
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mankind. We learn also that; by thiii 
willing sacrifice of Himself, our sins are 
put away ; " He has wctshed us from 
our sins in his own blood.'** He is also 
the propitiation for our sins, i. e.. He 
made an offering of Himself to Grod, in 
order that our repentance and amendment 
might be accepted. " He is ihepropiii*' 
ationfor our sins,'* says St. John, " and 
not for our sins only, but for the sins 
of the whole world.' 'i' Our souls and 
bodies,' through our own wickedness, were 
forfeited to the justice of the Almighty ; 
but Christ gave Himself a ransom fot us, 
and bought our guilty and perishing souk 
with his most innocent blood 

If we believe then, my Brethren, that 
we are possessed of immwtal souls, how 
vastly important is it that we should en- 
quire what is likdy to become of them 
hereafter! and knowing, as we do, that 
the only information we can obtain upon 
this matter is to be found in the Holy 
Scriptures, how much 10 every man, who 

* Rev. u 5* 1 1 John ii. 3. 
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pi^teiKb to be fL Christian, bound to read 
theia: how muc]|L imdeed is every one» 
posaessied of the coounon use of his senses, 
bouod to read them! If you were told 
that, after jnemaining in this country for a 
few months, you would be renu)yed to 
another of «. lauich more delighjtfiil kind, a 
eountry where i¥> labour would be re- 
quired, where the people were all good 
and ha|ipy, a^d where you would become 
good and happy a|60-^if, I say, you were 
told this by a person whose word you 
never doubted; and told, at the same 
tune, that you must do ceitain things in 
order to be entitled to go there, you 
would naturally enquiry what those things 
were; and, if a book were given you 
which contained an account of the few 
things required of you, how eagerly would 
you read it! You wodd, most assuredly, 
study it with the greatest care, lest you 
should omit or foi^get anything, and so be 
prevented entering into the delightful and 
happy land. 

Now this is just the case with i*espect to 
the Bible. 'Die Ministers of Qod, preach- 
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iag from that book, tell you that there is 
$1 bappy ai^d blcsssed laud called Heaven, 
into wiiich, every one shall be admitted to 
live for ever, i^ he wiU only observe certain 
ndes and conditions which are contained 
m the New Testament. Bvt in this case 
the happiness of the promised land is be- 
yond our power to describe or cmceive. 
Every thing which the imagination of nwi 
can think of, as likely to produce great 
and lasting {Measure, will fall far short <rf 
that bright reality which good men will 
enjoy in Heaven. How much then should 
every one, by reading the Scriptures, 
strive to learn ainl do those things which 
Gk)d Himself declares we rrmst do, before 
we shall be permitted to enter into his 
kingdom! ScHne poor man among you 
may say tliat he cannot read, and there- 
fore he cannot learn what the Bible con- 
tains : but I tell you, Prisoners, that the 
poorest and most ignorant man living may, 
if he will, make himself more really wise 
than many who think theanselves learned. 
Although he cannot himself read the Scrip- 
tures, by attending church regularly he 
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may hear them read ; and, giving an hmn- 
ble and devout attention to what, he .hears, 
he will soon gain so much spiritual know- 
ledge as will enable him, in whatever situ- 
ation he may be placed, to act like a real 
Christian, and to look forward with hope 
and joy to a better world than this. If 
there should be any difficulties in the 
Scriptures, which a poor man cannot com- 
prehend, let him apply to some clergyman 
for assistance, and it will always be most 
readily granted. And here I must say, 
that, although there certainly are many 
difficulties in the Bible, there are none 
which are in any way connected with our 
duty towards one another, or to Grod. 
Every thing necessary to the one thing 
needful, our everlasting salvation, is so 
clearly laid down, that he must be wilr 
fully blind who cannot understand. Leavr 
ing therefore the difficult parts of Scripture 
to those good and learned men who devote 
their lives to the endeavour to explain 
those things wWch are hard to be under- 
stood, let the poor man rest contented 
with the comfortable assurance that a gra- 
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cious God will not require from him more 
than he has the means of learning, but 
wiU, at the day of judgment, accept the 
ignoniiit labourer who has tried his utmost 
to spell out the words of eternal life, 
equally with tlie skilful divine who has 
made himself master of all the difficult 
languages in which the holy Scriptures 
have formerly been written. 



SERMON IV. 



THE FALfi OF MAN. 



Romans v. 12. 

fiy one m^n, «fn entered into the world; and 
death by sin; and so death passed upon all 
men, for thaJt all have sinned. 

}N my last Sermon, I endeavoured to 
iivpress upon you, Prisoners, the neces- 
sity and the advi^ntage of reading thp 
Holy Scriplures ; and I now come to the 
gp;3isideratipn c^ one of those most import- 
ant fnatt^ in which tjbte Scriptures only 
can assist us. 

If we look iabroad ifxio the world, and 
especially^ if we look around us in this 
pitfce^ we sh^ll ^d that sin and wicked- 
ness reign every where; holding their 
dominjion over the hearts of all men, and 
u^uen^cing their actiOA^ to such a degree, 
that misery to every individual, and misery 
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in every shape, is the sad and certain 
consequence. Now since we have already 
found, from the reading of our Bibles, 
that the Almighty is good and gracious, 
and by no means desirous that people 
should be sinful and unhappy, it may 
cause, at the first, a little surprize that 
he should permit us to be in so deplorable 
a state; and we may naturally inquire, 
" How can these things he ?" ** Search 
the Scriptures,^ ^ and your question will 
be answered. Turn to the book of Ge- 
nesis, and you will there learn, that man 
was, in the beginning, made perfect: 
^ God said, let ics make man in our 
image, after our likeness,'' "^ - i. e. the 
Almighty created Adam with such under- 
standing and such virtues, that, in a 
manner, he approached to the likeness of 
God himself. God blessed Adam, and 
bestowed upon him the command over all 
the animal creation ; he placed hiih in the 
garden of Eden, and gave him a most 
delightful occupation in dressing and 
keying it : — ^in short, Adam was origin- 

* Gen. i. 26. 
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ally formed good aoid happy, and might 
have continued so for ever, if he had not 
been disobedient to the command of his 
gracious Creator. He was possessed of 
every thing wliich could make him con- 
tented ; and the only duty required from 
him, in return for all the happiness be- 
stowed upon him, was an observance of 
the orders received from his Maker. What 
were these orders "l ^' The Lard God 
commanded the man^ saying^i of every 
tree of the garden thou may est freely 
eat, hut of the tree of the knowledge of 
good, and evil thou shalt not eat of it.'' * 
Could any thing, possibly, be less diffi- 
cult than a submission to these conmiands"? 
When Adam was allowed to eat the fruit 
of every tree of the garden of Eden— ^but 
one — there surely. could be.no hardship 
in abstaining from that one! Since Adam 
and Eve had such numerous and perfect 
blessings showered upon them, they cer- 
tainly might be expected to do something 
to shew that they deserved their bless- 
ing; — and what could be done more 

* Gen. ii. 16, 17. 
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easily thafi the refraimng £^m &e fruit 
of oae particnlar tree! 

Bttt mafi had *< a crael adversary— ^the 
d6vil," who was envious of the happiness 
which be saw Adam and Eve ^joying ; 
and he therefore resolved to destroy their 
happiness, if h^ could. In wder to do 
this, he took upon himself the form of a 
serpent, which is called the most subtle 
and cB]!mi^ beast of the field; m tbi^ 
form he twtiB to Eve, imd per^dded her^ 
that if she woidd eat of &6 fortudictea 
fruit, ste should be ais- wkte a:s Jehovah 
himself. Eve was overcome by the emi* 
ning of the tempter; ** She took of the 
fruit wnd did eat^ and gme ako to hefh 
husb(md with heft^ &nd he did e&t.'' ^ 
in this woefild act of disobedience, Adam 
aad Eve fi^ ffom l^iek state of im!kOceflee 
a&d happiness, and fett tot ever:-'4>y 
their wiffol cfisregard to God's c(^mand$ 
the$r mciuTed tlie panishiidi^t whiek God 
had threatened: for the Lord hftd tKM 
tiiem, that if they should eat of die for- 
bidden tree they should surely die; t. e. 

* Gem. iii. 6. 
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their nature should he chained from an 
immortal one, to one which should be 8ul>- 
ject to death and the grive. ^* Unto the 
womofn^'' the Lord saM, ^^ I will greatly 
fnultiply thy samm imd thy ccfMeftkm : 
in sorrow shdlt th&u briny forth chUd^ 
ren.'' " And unto Adam he saidi 4e- 
catise thou hast keatkened unto the voice 
of thy wifei and hast eaten of the tree 
of which t commanded thee, sayiny, 
thou shalt not eat of it ; cursed is fhe 
ground for thy sake : m Sorrow shalt 
thou eat of it all the days (f thy life : 
thorns also and thistles shall it briny 
forth to ihee ; in the swedt of thy face 
shalt thou ecct bread, till thou return 
unto the yround ; for dust thou aft, arid 
unto dust shalt thou return.'*^ 

From the momettt in which Adam com- 
niitted this act of disobedience, every thing 
was changed. Tfae^man and the woman 
were driven from the Garden of Eden, 
and competed to labour for their support : 
the whole face of nature, having been 
visited by the curse of Grod, became liable 

* Gen. iii. 16—19. 
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to corruption and decay: and, more la- 
mentable than all the rest, the disposition 
of Adam was so corrupted by his disobe- 
dience, that his sin and wickedness became 
a part of his nature; and, having been 
transmitted to his children, has been 
handed down, through them, to every 
human being. Think, my Brethren, how 
shockingly and how suddenly the mind 
and conduct of man were altered by the 
sin of our first parents, when we find, from 
the Bible, that the first child of Adam was 
also the first murderer \ Cain, the first man 
bom of woma^y. the first man bom in sin, 
the first cliild of wrath, being angry against 
his brother Abel, ^\rose up against him^ 
and slew himy* 

I have thus endeavoured to give you the 
Scripture account of those deplorable cir- 
cumstances by which Adam fell from a 
state of innocence, immortality and happi- 
ness to a condition of guilt, liability to 
death and misery. This condition Adam 
has naturally entailed upon all his pos- 
terity: as Adam became disobedient to 

♦ Gen. iv. 6. 



the Fall of Man. 49 

God, so are we, the children of Adam 
and the inheritors of his corruption, also 
disobedient; and thus the words of St. 
Paul, which I have chosen for my text, 
are rendered quite clear: " By one man 
[Adam] sin entered into the worlds and 
death hy sin ; and so death parsed upon 
all men, for that all have sinned:'' and 
again the same Apostle says, ^^ By one 
man's disobedience many were made 
sinners."''^ " Through the offence of 
one, many are dead."f These texts and 
many others of the same kind shew the 
blessed Apostle's conviction that the of- 
fence of Adam has been the cause of our 
natural depravity ; and if we look for thb 
declarations of Scripture respecting our 
own present state of sinfulness, we shall 
find it written, that ^^ God made men per- 
fect, hut they have sought out many in- 
ventions :"J that, ^^ifwe say we have no 
sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth 
is not in t^5;"§ that " the heart is deceit- 
ful above all things, and desperately 

* Rom. T. 19. t Rom- ▼• 15. 
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wicked r* and that " ths flesh Itisleth 
agmnst the spirit^ and the spirit against 
the fleshy and these are contrary the one 
to the other ^ so that ye cannot do the 
things that ye would "f How true, Pri* 
soners, how lamentably true are all these 
words ! Did you ever know, did you evCT 
hear of one man (Jesus Christ excepted) 
who was perfectly free from sin "i Never. 
Even in their outward conduct, men are 
invariably sinfril in some d^ee: and 
could we look into their hearts, could we 
discover all the wicked wishes, the covet- 
ous desires and designs, the impure ima* 
ginations that lurk there, we should be 
struck most forcibly with the exact truth 
of all which the Apostle has said upon this 
subject. 

The universal prevalence of sin has 
always appeared to me one very great 
argument for the truth of the Bible and of 
our holy religion ; for, putting religion and 
the Bible out of the question, woidd it not 
seem very remai'kable, would it not in- 

♦ Jeremiah xvii. 9. f Ga). y. 17, 
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deed appear most unaccountable and won* 
derful, that of all the millions of human 
beings who have existed since the founda- 
tion of the world, not one has ever been 
heard of whose character was wholly free 
from sin! How would a man who has 
heard nothing of the Bible and the Chris- 
tian rdigicm account for this astonishing 
circumstance? He could not account for 
it: he could explain it by no possible 
means. But the Christian can clear up 
(his apparent wonder; he can turn to his 
Bible, where he learns that Adam having 
committed sin, all his posterity are tainted 
with his &ult. 

Of course the wickedness of mankind is 
different in d^ree among different indi- 
viduals. We have heard of some men 
whose crimes are of such enormous extent 
and of such a horrible character, that our 
conception of the nature of devils could 
scarcely imagine any thing more dreadful. 
Others again, though not wicked to such 
an extent, are nevertheless quite lost to 
every thing like goodness; such people, 
to serve their own ends, would perhaps 

B 2 
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Commit any crime, though they might re- 
frain from it, if they could get nothing by 
it. Then again, another class of sinners 
will be careful to avoid some offences 
which, perhaps, it requires no great re- 
solution to avoid; while they will, at the 
same time, continue in the wilful practice 
of some darling sin, indulging it until it 
becomes a part of their very nature, and 
until more than human strength is He- 
quired to overcome it. Even the best of 
men, those who not only seem so, but are 
really so — even they, often, very often, 
have occasion to deplore the natural sin- 
fulness of their inclinations. Although it 
may be in their minds to do what God 
requires, their fleshly weakness is continu- 
ally opposing and undoing the good which 
their minds would aim at : so just are the 
words of St. Paul, which say, ^^ I see 
another law in my members warring 
against the law of my mindj and bring- 
ing me into captivity to the law of sin 
which is in my members.^'^ 

« Rom. vii. 23. 
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Having, thus fiir, discoursed to you 
upon the miserable condition which the 
fault of Adam and Eve has brought upon 
all mankind, it must next be enquired 
what must be done to relieve men fix)m 
their dangerous situation; to save diem 
from the anger of the Almighty "J What 
could they do for themselves 1 How were 
men to escape the punishment threatened 
against Adam, and equally applying to his 
posterity 1 The Almighty had said to him, 
^^ In the day thai thou eatest thereof 
4hou shait surely die.^' Did this death 
relate only to the decease of the body, or 
was it not also spoken of the eternal death 
of the soull I think it 'was; and what 
could poor, lost, siniul and miserable crea- 
tures do, therefore, to regain, that blessed 
Unmortality which they had forfeited in 
their forefittherAdam"? We see and we 
feel that it is impossible to attain such 
holiness in our conduct as will please the 
Almighty; and since it is just that sin 
jshould be punished, how were we to escape 
Ibat punishment? This serious question 

D 3 
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is answered in the New Testament. In 
the Old Testament, the most important 
information we obtain is, that on account 
of the offence of one man, death and sin 
entered into the world : in tlie New Tes- 
tament the gracious tidings are spread 
abroad that through the righteousness of 
one man, our Lord Jesus Christ, sinners 
fWill be admitted into the favour of Grod, if 
they will only cherish a hvely faith in that 
Saviour, devoutly pray for the assistance 
of God's Holy Spirit in endeavouring' to 
amend their lives, and at the same time 
use^ their own utmost efforts to fulfil all 
the commands g£ God. 

The whole of our religion is built upon 
these two grand points, viz., the natural 
d^ravity of man, by which he is incapa**- 
ble of doing anything to please God and 
to be admitted into his presrace ; and tht 
perfect righteousness of that blessed Lord 
who shed his blood as a ransom for omr 
lost souls, and as an atonement for those 
nmnberless nns which had incurred the 
wrath of an angry but just God. This 



The Fall of Man. 66 

latter point, however, viz., the restoration 
of mankind to the favour of God, through 
the merits of our blessed Redeemer, is one 
of such immense importance, that I shall 
defer a consideration of it until my next 
Sermon. 



SERMON V. 



THE RBSTORATION OF MAN^ 



1 Cor. XV. 22. 

As fn Adam all die^ even so in Christ shall all 

be made alive. 

Having, in my last Sennon, given you 
a history of the disobedience of our first 
parents — a disobedience which was the 
sad cause of bringing death, sin, and 
misery into the world ; the sad cause of 
making all mankind at enmity with their 
gracious Maker, and of rendering them 
liable to the eiSects of his just displeasure ; 
let me now endeavour, by God's permis- 
sion, to instruct you in those great and 
merciful means by which lost and perish-* 
ing sinners may again be restored to the 
favour of their Creator ; and instead of 
being doomed to an eternal death, be re- 

j>4 
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slay it, and to strike its blood upon the 
door-posts of l^eir houses ; in order that, 
when the angel of the Lord went tbrougli 
the land to destroy all the first-bprn of 
the Egyptians, be might, wh^i he saw 
this blood, pass over the Israelites, and 
leave them unii\jured» This sacrifice of 
the lamb has always be»i looked upon as 
a type of that most excellent and all-suf- 
ficient sacrifice made by our Lord, with 
his own body upon the cross. As the 
kunb, in the Jewish feaat, was without 
spot and blemish, so was our holy Saviour 
perfectly free from sin ; and as the blood 
of the lamb was the means of saving the 
Jews from the curse which visited the 
Egyptians, so is the blood of our crucified 
Redeemer the unfailing cause of forgive-* 
ness to all those who, with, hearty repen- 
tance, turn unto Him, and endeavour to 
wash away their sins in His most predous 
blood. In many places of the New Tes- 
tament, you will find our Saviour spoken 
of as the Iamb. When John the Baptist 
saw him coming towards him, he said, 
^' Behold the lamb of God which taketh 
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nwaff the sins of the world T'* St 
Peter, speaking of the redemption of 
mankind, says that it was purchased 
^^ tvith the precious hhod of Christy as 
of a lamb without blemish and without 
spot:'''\ and St, John, in his Revelation, 
calls our blessed Lord ^' the lamb slain 
from the foundation of the world;' J 
meaning, by the expression, that from 
the beginning of the creation, — ^from the 
moment of Adam's transgression, — Jesus 
Clu*ist was appointed to save mankind 
from the perishing state into which that 
^t had plunged them. 

Mankind therefore being, as I have 
already stated, in this lost and perishing 
condition, Jesus Christ came to seek and 
^^ to save that which was lost ;" § to seek 
those who were gone astray from every 
thing good and righteous, and to save 
them from the punishment due to their 
wicked wanderings. God, being ^^ un- 
willing that any should jpemA,"|| ap-* 

* John i. 29. f ^ Pe^r i. 19. 

X Rev. xiii. 8. § Matt, xyiii. 11. 

II % Peter iii, 9. 
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pointed his only Son Jesus Christ to taki^ 
upon him the nature of man, and make, 
by the shedding of his precious blood, a 
sacrifice *' not for our sins onhf^ hut for 
the sins of the whole world'' '^ Think 
of these things, Prisoners. " If there be" 
among you " any virtue — ^if there be" 
among you " any praise" for such un- 
bounded love — think of these things. 
You and I, and all the world were lying 
under the wrath of God, under the shadow 
of eternal death ; and we should have pe* 
rished for ever, had not Jesus Christ, the 
eternal Son of the eternal Father, con- 
descended to leave all the unspeakable 
glory and happiness of heaven — come 
down, among "men, into this miserable 
world-— undergo more pain and misery 
than was ever the lot of any human being, 
and at last offer himself upon the cross 
as a sacrifice for our sins — a ransom for 
our souls ; redeeming us from the curse 
which Adam brought down, — ^restoring us 
to the favour of his Father, and making 

• 1 John ii. 2. 
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us heirs of a heavenly immortality. — 
Again, I say, my dear brethren, think 
of these things; think of what Jesus 
Christ suffered for you. He was and is 
the express image of God : ^^ He upholds 
all things hy the word of his power ;" * 
and yet he left this majesty and glory, and 
became ^^ despised and rejected among 
men, — a man of sorrows and acquainted 
with grief. He was wounded for our 
transgressions^ He was bruised for our 
iniquities^ and the Lord laid upon Him 
the iniquity of W5 alV f Although He 
went about doing good to every one^ 
yet He had nowhore to lay His head ;— 
He underwent such temptation as was 
nevw offered to man ; — He was betrayed 
by one who pretended to be his friend ; — 
He was delivered into the hands of his crur 
elest enemies ; — ^He was mocked, scourged, 
spit upon : — they parted his garments and 
cast lots for his vesture ; they gave Him 
gall and vinegar to drink ; and, at laEigth, 
to fill up the measure of their crimes and 

•Heb. i. 3. t l^^ah li»-^ ^ ^- 
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his sufferings, placing him between two 
thieves, tliey. nailed him to a cross!— ^ 
Thus it was, to use the language of St. 
Paul, that " Christ died for the uri' 
godly ;^^^ — thiLS it was, that " we were 
reconciled to God hy the death of his 
Sonr^ 

And shall we be unmindful of such 
astonishing mercy — shall we be ungrate- 
ful for such unbounded love — shall we, in 
the folly and madness of our nature, reject 
the salvation which has thus been pur- 
chased for us — ^shall we, by a wilful con- 
tinuance in our wickedness, ^^ crucify the 
Son of God qfreshj and put him to an 
open shame ?''% No, my dear Brethren; 
since it has pleased our Almighty Father 
to ^* shew forth his inestimable love in the 
redanption of the world by our Lord Jesus 
Christ," let us strive that we may be num- 
bered among those who are redeemed. 
Let us recollect that the salvation of Christ 
is not forced upon men, but offered to 
them ; and that, although He died for all 

♦ Rom. i. 6. t R<>n>' ▼• 1^- X Heb. vi. 6, 
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mankind, it still rests with us whether we 
will profit by his death. All men are c/ex^ 
t^nXyinmted to wash away their sins in 
the blood of the Lamb, but it remains with 
them to accept, or reject, that merciful 
invitation ; if they reject it, the fault, with 
all its dreadful consequences, lies upon, their 
own heads. Our Saviour told Nicodemus, 
tLhat '* God sent his Son into the world, 
that the world through Him might be 
saved;''* meaning, that salvation might 
be the lot of all men, if all men would only 
sincerely seek it. It is true that we are, 
of ourselves, unable to do anything to 
merit the fiivour of the Almighty : He has 
consented to forgive and receive us into 
his favour, on account of the sufferings and 
merits of his blessed Son ; but still it is our 
parts to do what we can; we must shew 
our anxiety to possess the precious gift of 
eternal felicity, by our sincere faith, by 
our serious repentance, and by our patient 
continuance in well doing. When we 
have done our utmost, we shall still be 

♦ John iii. 17, 
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•* unprofitable senrants;" but the perfect 
rigliteotisness of Jesus Christ will atone 
and compensate for otur deficiencies. 

In speaking of oar Redemption, I will 
notice to you that St. Paul, in writing to 
the Plulippians, exhorts them " to work 
out their ou^ sahmtion with fear and 
trembUng^ for^"^ says he, ^' H is God 
which worketh in you^ both to will and 
to do of his good pleasure.^'^ The mean- 
ing of this passage is, that since God, oi 
his own free mercy, places salvaticHi in the 
pdwer of every one, through the death of 
his S<m, and by the assistance which his 
Holy Spirit gives to all who pray for it ; 
so it is our most important duty to use all 
cauti(»i lest we should be forsaken by that 
gracious help, to use every exertion in 
profiting by the work with which Gkxl is 
willing to assist our souls. We are to be 
diligent to secure our calling; we are to 
be perpetuaUy awake to the dangers aris- 
ing fr<Hn our natural ^nfulness; we must 
be careful that we do not displease our 

♦ PbU. ii. 12, 13. 
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gracious Father, and so prdvdce Him to 
ivithdram^ his merciful aid. Saiht Paul 
again, speaking of man's Redemption, says 
'* Christ was once offered to hear the 
sins of manff ; and unto them that look 
for Him shall He appear the second 
time unto salvationJ'* Perhaps the doc- 
trine (^ our Redonption is contained no 
where in fewer words than it is in this 
verse. It declares, that our Lord suffered 
as an atonanent for the sins of men; and 
thatt at his second coming to judge the 
world. He will be the Salvation of all 
those who expect his coming. The ques* 
tion then is, who are they who hok fw* 
ward to the coming of our Saviour — ^for 
such only must hope fw Salvation? Do 
the wicked look for Him 'J No, — ^theymay 
fear his cmning : — How can ^egf lock for* 
ward to the second coming of CSuist, who 
never wei^ at the pains to instruct them- 
selves in his doctrines, or to practise his 
eommandments ! How can they expect 
the glwious appearance of a Saviour, who 

♦ Heb. i%. 2S. 
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never sought Him, who never heard of 
Him ! And, last of all, how can theff hope 
for his Salvation, who have despised and 
rejected Him — scdfed at his religion, and 
broken all his precepts! Oh! Prisoners, 
ask yourselves these questions. This night 
you may appear before your God in judg- 
ment ; and how will you then give an ac- 
count of your past lives 1 How will you 
then seek to excuse your folly, your, mad- 
ness and your wickedness? It will be in 
vain that you may attempt to justify your^ 
selves by saying that you are poor, igno- 
rant creatures; however poor, however 
ignorant you are, you may, if you please, 
make yourselves as wise unto Salvation as 
the richest or most learned : for you know 
the will of God— ryou know what He con- 
demns and what he approves — ^you know 
that He has threatened the punishment of 
Hell upon those who will not accept the 
Salvation bought with the blood of Christ 
— ^you know that He has promised the 
happiness of Heaven to those who cling tb 
Christ for Salvation. 

Choose then for yourselves ; on the one 
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hand are plax^ed the wicked habits and 
desires of this world, eovetousness, lewd- 
ness, theft, robbery, blasphemy, irreligion, 
every vicious corruption ; and their recom- 
pense in the flames of Hell. On the other 
hand are faith, humility, charity, trust in 
God, prayer, the anxious endeavour to 
do as the Gk>spel commands, and their 
reward in Heaven. My Brethren, may 
the Holy Spirit of God assist you in your 
election ; and may such as choose the 
good part remain in it now and be happy 
for ever. 



SERMON VI. 



SALVATION BT FAITH. 



EpHESIANS, II. 8. 

For by Grace are ye saved through Faitji ; and 
that not of yourselves ; it is the gifi of God. 

After attentively und devoutly reading 
the Scriptures of the New Testam^it; and 
after having been convinced that Jesus 
Christ died to enable us to regain the 
favour of the Almighty, we must next turn 
our attention to those things which we 
have to perform on our parts; to those 
Christian virtues and graces which are 
always spoken of in Scripture as essen- 
tially necessary to our salvation. 

In doing this, one of the first things 
which will present itself to us in a perusal of 
the New Testament, is the great stress laid 
upon Faiihy and the excellence attribiited 
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to it by our Saviour and his apostles. 
Many of the wonderful miracles which our 
Lord performed, were done on account of 
the fiiith in his power and goodness, shewn 
by those who came to Him for help. 
The centurion, mentioned in the 8th chap- 
ter of St. Matthew, was fully assured that 
his servant would be healed, if our Saviour 
spake " the word only^ When two blind 
men entreated him to restore their sight, , 
He said, ** occordiTig to your faith he it 
unto you; and their eyes were opened.''* 
In the 9th chapter of St. Matthew, it is 
related that a diseased woman touched the 
hem of our Saviour's garment, and was 
iflunediately made whole ; our blessed 
Lord, who knew the hearts of all people, 
saw plainly that this poor w6man was per- 
fectly convinced of his power and good- 
ness; and therefore, turning to her, he 
said ^^ daughter J be of good cheer j thy 
faith hath made thee whole.'''\ This 
fiuth in the mercy and power of Christ, 
which these persons shewed, is the kind of 

♦ Matt, ix. 29, 30. f Matt. iz. 22. 
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of faith that we should possess. There is a 
diflference between faith and belief. A 
man may believe what is related in the 
Gospel concerning Grod and our Saviour ; 
he may believe that the New Testament 
and the Old are perfectly true ; no man 
who has the common use of his under- 
standing can deny these things ; even 
^\the devils believe and tremble;''* but 
this mere belief must not be the substitute 
for that faith which alone can save him; 
The right faith will shew itself by a firm 
trust in God's word and promises — such a 
trust as will enable us to overcome the 
temptations of this world, by placing before 
our eyes the rewards that will, hereafter, 
recompense our endeavours. 

The saving faith of a Christian will be 
best known when it is tried. Abraham 
underwent a severe trial of his faith. 
When he was commanded by the Al- 
mighty to sacrifice his only son, he 
scrupled not to obey the will of his Maker, 
because he knew that his will was righte- 

James ii. 19. 
E 
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ous, and that obedieDce to it was his first 
duty. When, therefore, he was about to 
slay Isaac, ^' the angel of the Lord called 
unto him out of Heaven^ and said^ Lay 
not thine hand upon the ladj neither do 
thou any thing unto him; for now I know 
that thou fear est God, seeing thou hast 
not withheld thy son^ thine only son^ 
from me.''* How brightly did the feith 
of Abraham, and his fear of offending God, 
shine forth in this transaction ! God had 
promised to him that his descendants 
should be numerous as the stars of hea- 
Yen,f and although both Abraham and his 
wife Sarah were old and childless when 
this promise was made, yet God fulfilled 
it to them, and they had a son : this only 
son, Abraham was commanded to slay: 
any other man might have thought that by 
putting to death his only child, all hope of 
a numerous posterity would be destroyed ; 
yet the good Patriarch felt assured that 
God, with whom all things are possible, 
would still fulfil his promise of making him 

* Gen. xxii. 11, 12. f Gen. xv, 5. 
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the father of a great nation — ^although, 
when upwards of a hundred years old, he 
should be deprived of his only son. Abra* 
ham, you see, my Brethren, relying upon 
the promises of his Maker, consented to 
sacrifice, without a murmur, his dearest 
earthly blessing ; and would to God, that 
your faith in the Gospel may enable you 
likewise to disregard your earthly comforts 
and pleasures, whenever they are made 
contrary to the will of God, fw the sake 
of that crown of glory which shall, here- 
after, be the fruit of your faith and con- 
fidence in his holy word. 

For another example of true faith, exa- 
mine the book of Job : — when he was in 
the midst of all his sufferings, he still 
looked forward to the blessings which his 
Creator had in store for him, and ex- 
claimed, ^' / know that my Redeemer 
lioethf and that He shall stand at the 
latter day upon the earth ; and though^ 
lifter my skin^ worms destroy this hody^ 
yet m my flesh I shall see God''* Thus 

♦ Job xix. 25, 26. 
£ 2 
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it is that we must prove our fiuth ; wef 
may be surrounded by temptations — ^we 
may be doomed to severe and continued 
misery; but in the midst of all, we must 
pray for the assisting grace of Grod to 
enable us to withstand the one, and 
patiently support the other; placing our 
firm and entire fiuth in his goodness and 
justice, and feeling assured that Mrhat He 
inflicts it is our duty to bear ; and that what 
He has promised to the '^ patient in tri- 
bulation," He will most certainly perform. 
Again, I must remind you, Prisoners, 
that there is a great difference between 
mere belief and a right faith. Ahnost 
every man you meet with will profess his 
hbli^f in the truth of Gkxl's religion ; but 
wiH ev^ man who pretends to this belief, 
conduct himself as if he were possessed of 
an active, true, and lively faith in tlie pro- 
misings and threatenings of his Bible 1 
No ; the mere believer, the Christian only 
in name, although he knows that there is 
a God and a Saviour, a heaven and a hell, 
never allows this knowledge to influence 
his actions. While he draws nigh unto 
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<jrod with his lips, his heart is for from 
him. He will indulge every bad propen- 
sity to which he may be liable. He is a 
dnmkard, a lewd man, a liar, a swearer, a 
sabbath breaker, and a robber : and yet, 
if you will ask him whether he believed 
in Grod and the Bible, he will probably 
an^er. Yes ; and he may answer truly t 
but could he answer yes, with equal 
truth, if you were to enquire of him whe^*- 
ther he felt convinced in his heart that the 
Almighty would actually fulfil his word, 
and visit, at the day of judgment, every 
man accordingto his works "i — can such a 
man have a saving faith in that Saviour 
whose merits alone shall atone for our 
weakness ? Can such a man possess the 
lively faith which gives him an assurance 
of salvation only upon the condition of 
his earnest and sincere endeavours to keep 
Gkxl's commandments? No, my Brethren; 
although he may believe in the Bible as a 
true book, he has not, with regard to its 
promises and threatenings, that real fiuth 
which will always preserve its 

E 3 
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firmn the conunissdoQ of deliberate wicked- 
nesB. 

The words of my text declare that we 
are saved by grace, through feith; and 
that this salvatiim by grace is the gift of 
God. The meaning of these expressions, 
I take to be, that the preaching of the 
Gospel to us is the gracious gift of God ; 
who thus offers to our knowledge those 
things which we are to believe and par- 
form : and our faith in him and in his 
Gospel, joined to die atonement made by 
our Saviour's blood, and our own humble 
endeavours to do our duty, are tiie ap- 
pointed means of our sahatiim. How 
strcMigly bound, thofi, are we to attain and 
nourish this fiuth within us. If we enter- 
tain the slightest desire of bdng admitted 
to the happiness of heavaa — if we have 
the least dread of the pains of damnation 
— how deq[>Iy are we interested in seddng 
and acquiring that virtue, faiths *< with'- 
out which U is impossible to please 
God;^^ * but possessed of which, He wiU 
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look upon us as justified and cleansed from 
our sins, on account of the merits of His 
blessed Son, Jesus Christ. 

Now a man may, naturally, inquire 
how he must become possessed of this 
saving faith : the answer is plain ; and 
must be sought in that holy Book which 
says, ^^ Seeky and ye shall find ; knocks 
and it shall be opened unto you.'' * St« 
Paul clearly shews the source from which 
this virtue springs; ^^ faith cometh by 
hearing^'' says he, ^< and hearing by the 
word of God.'' f What can be plainer 
than this 1 Faith may be attained by any 
one who, with an humble and devoid 
mind, will seek it by reading, or by 
hearing read, tlie Gfospel of salvation : so 
that every man in a Christian country, 
having it in his power to learn what the 
Bible contains — ^having it in his power to 
learn what is required of him as a follower 
of his crucified Master, may attain this 
necessary fiiith here, and the eternal peace 
of Grod hereafter. But having (mce at- 

• Luke zi. 9, f Rom«. z« 17. 
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tained it, let him hold it fast as the most 
precious thing in life, as *^ the one thing 
needfiil;" by which, through the blood 
of his Redeemer, he must hope for a 
blessed eternity. Having once become 
the possessor of a true and lively faith, 
** work out your own salvation with fear 
and trembling ;" "be not weary in well- 
doing;" but watch continually, lest sin 
and wickedness should again obtain pos- 
session of your soul, and bring you at 
last to perdition. There are some men, 
who, having heard the word of Gk)d, are 
convinced of their sins, aiid of the urgent 
necessity of seeking the Lord while he 
may be found ; they may, for a time, be 
" pricked in their hearts," and earnestly 
seek that faith and repentance which they 
know to be so greatly necessary to them ; 
but, like the seed cast upon stony ground, 
their faith and repentance may have no 
root. How many of such a kind are 
there among you. Prisoners "l There are, 
possibly in this place, some, who, having 
heard the word of God, are, at this mo- 
ment, making good resolutions within 
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themselves : feeling now convinced of the 
utter worthlessness and misery of a life of 
sin, they may be making a devout deter- 
mination to lead a good, life in future. If 
there are: such among you, — ^and I trust 
there are, — let me exhort and encourage 
you to persevere in your good work. The 
time will soon arrive when you will be, 
once more, your own masters ; when you 
will again find yourselves among the vi- 
cious companions, who, having led you 
once into wickedness and disgrace, will 
try their influence over you yet againl 
Then will come the trial of your ftiith \ 
then will you be called upon, by your 
newly-awakened feeUngs of religion, to 
resist tlie temptations that beset you; 
then must you summon every power of 
your mind and body, and at the same 
time, entreat the assistance of God's 
Holy Spirit, to enable you successfuUy to 
^idure the conflict, to '^ fight the good 
fight of faithy' * and triumphantly set 
at nought all the power and all die temp- 

♦ 1 Tim. yi H ' ^ 
£ 4 
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tations of the world, the flesh and the 
deviL If your faith should, through Grod's 
assistance, be found strong enough to 
lyithstand the allurements of sin, then in-* 
deed you will be happy — ^happy in the 
thought that you are *' growing in grace" 
and holiness ; more happy still in the fixed 
and devout hope, that through the merits 
of your blessed Saviour, your humble but 
earnest endeavours to do as He has com* 
manded, will, at the last day, be glo- 
riously and for ever rewarded. But if, 
when you are in the way of the wicked, 
you should again be led by them into sin ; 
if your unsteady and ill-grounded &ith 
should prove too weak for your own cor- 
rupt inclinations, and the dangerous in- 
citements of sinful company; then will 
you be in a worse condition than you were 
before. You will be grieving the kind 
and merciful spirit of God, which would 
assist you in your endeavours to be righ- 
teous, if you would only listen to its 
whispers — ^you will become, more than 
ever, entangled in the snares and toils 
of iniquity; and the task of again deli- 
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vering yourselves from those toils— a task, 
too, which must be done before you die- 
will be all the more severe. The devil 
will regain possession of your hearts ; and 
unless you should, once more, awake to 
a lasting repentance, he wilt most assur- 
edly bring you to utter destruction both 
of body and soul. Once again then, my 
dear Brethren, hold fast a true, earnest 
and ]xvely faith; for recollect that, upon 
that, by the grace of God, depends your 
eternal salvation. 
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2 Cor. vii. 10. 

Godly sorrow worketh Repentance to Salvo* 
tionj not to be repented of. 

When a man, through the assistance 
and grace of Gfod's Holy Spirit, has once 
acquired that true and ^\dy faith which 
is so necessary to the character of a true 
Christian, he will, by the aid of the same 
spirit, soon be led to repentance ; he will 
be led to such a fear, reverence and love 
of God, and of his commandments, that 
his former sins will become, in the highest 
d^ee, hateful to his memory; his most 
fervent prayers will be offered up at the 
footstool of the Almighty, that he may 
evermore be preserved from the entice- 
ments of wickedness ; and his own most 
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sted&st resolations will be exerted to the 
same good end. 

The necessity of repentance to those 
who have any desire of saving their souls 
from eternal ruin, is declared, in Scrip- 
ture, every where : but above all, in the 
New Testament it is particularly enforced. 
He who came as a messenger to prepare 
the way for th.e Redeemer of mankind, 
** John the Baptist^ preached^ saying^ 
Repent^ for the Kingdom of Heaven is 
at hand.''* Our blessed Lord himself 
commenced his ministry by calling upon 
mankind to '^ repent and believe the 
Gospel T'^ and, sending forth his disciples, 
they also ^' went and preached that men 
should repent.'' I 

It happened, about the time of our Sa- 
viour's ministry, that Pontius Pilate, the 
Roman governor of Judta, having slain 
a number of the inhabitants of Galilee, it 
was supposed by many of the Jews, that 
these unfortunate people must have been 
so wicked as to deserve their punishment ; 

♦Matt, iii.2, f Mark i. 15. tMarkvi.12. 
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but our Saviour said unto them, ^^ Sup^ 
pose ye that these Galileans were sinner^ 
above all the Galileans^ because they 
steered such things? I tell you nay^ 
but except ye repent^ ye shall all likewise 
perish''* May not language like this be 
held out to some among you. Prisoners? 
You may imagine, perhaps, that those 
miserable wretches who have forfeited 
their lives to the outraged laws, were 
sinners, in the sight of God, in a greater 
d^ree than common : but, using the 
words of that Holy Master, ** whose I 
am, and whom I «6rt?^,"f I tell you that 
you are mistaken; and that ^' unless you 
repent J you shall likewise perish :" your 
bodies shall perish disgracefully and mise-^ 
rably ; and, as to your souls, they will be 
in the hand of Him, whose Holy Book has 
solemnly declared, that ^^ the wicked shall 
be turned into Hellj and all the people 
that forget God^t 

Now I must, if possible, impress it 
upon you, my Brethren, that there are 

• Luke ziii. 2, 3. f Acts xvii. 23. * Psa. ix. 17. 
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two kinds of repentance ; one kind is that 
which perhaps every man will feel, who, 
having committed a crime, is midergoing 
the punishment of it. A felon, who is 
suffering imprisonment for an outrage 
against his neighbour's person or pro- 
perty, will most likely be very sorry for 
what he has done : he will regret that he 
ever allowed his wicked inclinations to get 
the better of him, and bring him into such 
trouble; and he may probably resolve 
withm himself never to do the like offence 
again, from a fear of incurring the like 
punishment. But the sorrow which such 
a man feels is by no means the sor? 
row mentioned in my text ; it is not the 
•* Godly sofTow which worketh repent- 
ance unto salvation.'' No, no; if such 
a man could go on in the path of iniquity 
without any fear of earthly punishment, he 
would, there is no doubt, ^'follow all tin- 
cleanness with greediness''^ He would 
never have the fear of Grod before his 
eyes, but only the fear of the law ; and if 

♦ Ephes. iv. 0. 
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he could but escape that^ he would con- 
sider himself safe. Judas Iscariot's re* 
pentance was of this kind: for the sake 
of thirty pieces of silver he betrayed liis 
blessed Master; but after he had com- 
mitted the crime, he felt that the price of 
his guilt was useless to him ; and finding 
that Jesus would suffer death in conse- 
quence of it, while, at the same time he 
had done himself no service, he repented 
of what he had done ; but we may be 
sure that his was not a godly repentance, 
for to one crime he added another; he 
first betrayed the Son of God, and then 
committed self-murder. 

We must now enquire into the nature 
of the second kind of repentance; that 
real, true, godly repentance, without which 
salvation is impossible ; so that by making 
the enquiry we may be able to discover 
whether we possess it ; and, consequently, 
whether there is any hope of our entrance 
into the kingdom of Grod. 

He then who feels the absolute neces- 
sity of a true repentance, and, at the 
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same time, the anxious desire to attain it, 
will, in the first place, carefully call to his 
recollection the sin and guilt of his past 
life. He will meditate upon the extent, 
the enormity of his wickedness, and de- 
voutly thank his Almighty Father that he 
has not been cut (rfT in the midst of his 
iniquity. He will recollect almost every 
particular instance of his former bad con- 
duct ; and, comparing his crimes with the 
threatenings of the Grospel, and with the 
unspotted holiness of that Saviour who 
died to save him from the consequences of 
his sins, he will soon learn to feel a horror 
and hatred of his past offences : he will 
know that sins, like those to which he 
has been the slave, were the cause of the 
blessed Jesus suffering the death of the 
cross ; and he will also know that if such 
sins are wilfully persevered in, the death 
of that Saviour will work no salvation for 
him. Examining thus into his past life, 
he will soon be convinced of the sinful 
and dangerous state in which he stands; 
and learning from the word of truth, that 
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'^ a contrite heart vnll not he despised^' 
by his mercifiil Creator;* but that, on the 
contrary, ^' He saveth such as be of a 
contrite spirit^''^ he will humble himself 
frequently and devoutly in prayer and 
supplication; entreating that his former 
sins may be blotted out, and that the Holy 
Spirit may assist him in future; enable 
him to live according to the laws of God, 
and to ^^ work out his own Salvation with 

fear and trembling ''X 

Let us, then, suppose the case of a man 
who is newly awakened to a lively fidth 
in the Gospel, its promises and threaten* 
ings — ^let us suppose that he has examined 
closely into the faults and crimes of his 
former days — ^that he has been convinced 
of the enormity of his sins, and of their 
ungratefid and dTensive character in the 
sight of God — that he is akeady deeply 
sorrowing for his wickedness, sincerely 
lamenting the corruption of his nature, 
and devoutly praying for God's pardon. 
Suppose a man, I say, to be in this con- 

* Psalms li. 17. f Psalms xxxiv. 18, 

X PhUip iu 12, 
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dition^ and only one point more will be 
wanting to enable him to look up with 
humble^ but unshaken hope for that par-^ 
don and peace which is promised to the 
truly penitent: that one point is, the 
stedfast resolution to continue in the prac- 
tice of holiness ; the unceasing endeavour 
to fulfil in every respect, and upon every 
occasion, what he knows to be the will of 
the Almighty. This point gained, re- 
pentance is complete — ^this point omitted, 
there is no repentance, consequently no 
Salvation. We may say that we have faith 
enough to remove mountains — we may de- 
clare that we look back with horror and 
loathing upon our former wickedness— fwe 
may pretend to humble ourselves in Hie 
dust for it; like the Pharisees we may 
make long prayers;* but unless all this is 
followed by a good life, by a steady and 
earnest efibrt to do what God has com- 
manded, all is in vain. 

Prisoners, the work of repentance, that 
kind of repentance, too, which I have just 

« Matt, xxiii. 14. 
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described, must be b^un at s6me time/ 
It is unnecessary for me to tell you that 
mirepented wickedness will be punished 
in hell ; — you know it yourselves ; — ^you 
know perfectly well that the Gospel of 
God has threatened eternal damnation 
upon all such as go on ^ wilfully in the' 
practice of sin. And will not God fulfil 
his dreadful threatenings ? Any man who 
flatters himself that he will not^ makes 
God a liar. But some among you may 
be saying to themselves, that they will 
repent before they die. Then allow me 
to ask you, when do you expect to diel 
How much time do you think necessary^ 
for this work of repentance, so that you 
may finish it before the hand of death is 
upon you I Can any man among you' 
answer me these questions? Can any 
man among you foretell the hour of his • 
death, and so prepare himself for meeting : 
his God in judgment T No, no. — ^You 
kaow very well that - your lives' end is 
as uncertain as the grass which may 
wither away, be -trodden under foot, or ' 
cut down in a moment. You see, or 
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hear of, the sudden and unprepared-fw 
deaths of hundreds of your fellow-sinners : 
you have reason to believe that they were 
unfit to appear in the presence of their 
offended Maker: you know, that were 
your souls summoned at this moment, 
they would be equally unprepared} and 
yet you go on in the practice of wilful 
and enormous wickedness, just as if your 
existence were in your own hands ; just 
as if God could not, at this very moment, 
hurl you into utter perdition both of body 
and souL 

The exhortations to repentance, which 
you have heard from this place. Prisoners, 
have been frequently, earnestly, and af- 
fectionately made : but what has been the 
effect of those exhortations ? I may trust 
that in some instances, through the grace 
and mercy of Grod, there are persons 
among you, whose eyes have been opened 
to the absolute necessity of ^^ seeking the 
Lord while he may be found;''* to the 
necessity of forsaking — and for ever — 
their old habits of sin ; and of striving to 

* Isaiah Iv. 6. 
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attain that holiness which is expected in 
every one who would come to Chiist for 
salvation. 

But all have not listened to the word 
which would teach you your duty and 
save your souls. Alas! no. There are 
men here — and women too — ^who call 
themselves Christians, yet who shew 
themselves such neither " with their lips 
nor in their lives;" who, in spite of the 
terrors which they must know will be the 
portion of the wicked in another world ; 
— ^in spite of the warnings of every kind 
which they have had; — ^in spite of the 
punishment which earthly justice has in- 
flicted upon them, that they may be saved 
from the more dreadful visitations of Al- 
mighty vengeance ; — ^in spite of all these 
things, I say, there are yet people in this 
place who speak and act as if there were 
no Grod to judge — ^no heaven to reward — 
no hell to punish. There are people here, 
of both sexes and of every age, who sel^ 
dom speak without swearing by their 
Almighty Creator, or calling upon Him 
to damn their own or their neighbours' 
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souls. There are people here undergoing 
a deserved punishment for theft ; who, so 
far from profiting by the chastisement 
they have received, continue to practise 
upon their unfortunate fellow-prisoners 
the same devilish arts of pilfering, extor- 
tion, gaming, and robbery. Oh! my 
Brethren, forsake these dreadful crimes: 
learn to believe truly and sincerely the 
words which your Bibles teach; — ^leam to 
fear the anger of a just and righteous 
God, to whom iniquity of any kind is most 
hateful : — ^leam, in short, to sorrow with 
a godly sorrow for your past crimes, and 
to lead henceforth good and holy lives^: 
pray for Grod's assistance to your endea- 
vours, and He will not be deaf to your 
supplications: humble yourselves with 
sincere penitence before Him, and He 
will forgive. But if you will not '* repent 
that your sins may he blotted out,''* a 
time will come — and none can tell how 
soon — ^when you will bitterly and vainly 
curse the wicked folly which made you 
deaf to the calls of a memfol Saviour ; 

♦ Acts iii. 19. 
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when you will seek to liide yourselves 
from the lightning of God's anger, and 
call upon the rocks and mountains to 
cover you fix)m it; — ^when you will hear 
pronounced the terrible and unchange- 
able sentence of everlasting pain ; — ^when 
you will be driven from the presence of 
Him whose mercy you neglected and 
despised, and hurled into the gulf of a 
never-cooling hell. 



SERMON VIII. 



ON REPENTANCE. 



2 Cor. vii. 10. 



Godly sorrow worketh repentance to Sahation 

not to he repented q^\ 

In my last Sermon, I spoke to you, my 
Brethren, of the absolute necessity of a 
real and lasting repentance to every one, 
who believes in Christ and hopes for his 
salvation. I described the nature of true 
repentance; and I endeavoured to rouse 
you to a sense of the danger you were in, 
while you still continued to Uve without 
feeling for your past offences that godly 
sorrow which is spoken of in Scripture, 
and is so necessary to your everlasting 
welfare. 

In my present discourse I will consicrer 
the same subject under another point of 

F 2 
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view. I will, by the graxie of God, now 
point out to you, the advantages, both in 
this world and the next, which spring fix)m 
repentance. 

We may form some idea of the great 
importance which is attached to the peni- 
tence of a sinner when we recollect that 
our Blessed Lord Himself declared, that 
" Joy shall he in Heaven over one sinner 
that repenteth^ more than over ninety 
and nine jitst persons that need no re- 
pentance.^'* Now we must not consider 
fi-om this passage of Scripture, that one 
repentant sinner is more valuable in the 
eyes of Heaven than a great number of 
persons who have always been righteous ; 
but that there is exceedingly great joy felt 
upon the recovery of a soul which had, 
hitherto, been looked upon as lost. Jt 
may be supposed, for instance, that the 
father of a family, who thought that one 
of his children had perished, would feel 
more pleasure upon finding that child alive 
and well, than he would in the knowledge 
that all the rest of his children were enjoy- 

* Luke 3tv. 7. 
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ing their usual safety, not that he loved 
this child better than the rest: and this 
same view of the subject you will find in 
the beautiful parable of the Prodigal Son, 
related in the 15th chap, of St. Luke. 

After having considered this delightful 
testimony of the regard which the Al- 
mighty pays to the change (^ heart and 
mind, in a hitherto dissolute and aban- 
doned character^ let us examine our Bibles 
and reflect upon the good consequences of 
repentance which are related in them. 

If we read the book of Jonah, we shaH 
learn that the wickedness of the inhabi-. 
tants of Ninevah had grown to such an 
enormous height, that God commanded 
the Prophet to preach against it, and say, 
** Yet forty days and Ninevah shall he 
efn^thrown ;'' but ^'^ the people of Nine- 
vah heUeved God^ and proclainjLed a great 
fast/' and the King of Ninevah piib- 
lii^ed a decree, saying, ^' Let man and 
beast be covered with sackcloth^ and^ cry 
mightily unto God; yea^ let them turn 
every one from Ms evil way^ a/ndfrom 

F 3 
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the violence that is in hi^ hands.''* Tims 
the men of Nioievah repented; and the 
Almighty, hearing theii* lamentatiCHis, and 
knowing their (ioAXy sorrow, turned away 
from the fierceness oi his anger aud for- 
gave them. Thcflr city, insdiead of besng 
almost immediatdly destroyed, was pw- 
mitted to exist for nearly 200 years' longer ; 
but then, its inhabitants having once more 
become the slaves of sin and wickedjiess^ 
and the measure of their iniquities being 
full, the wrath of the Ahnighty feU upcm 
the devoted city, and it was utterly de- 
stroyed. 

From this account of Ninevah, you see» 
Prison^^, that a whole city was saved 
from destruction by a timely repentance ; 
and if we seek in Scripture for an instance 
of the benefit of a true repeptance upon 
individuals, we may find many : the story 
of Zacchseus, related in the 19th chap, of 
St. Luke, is one of them. Zacchaeus be- 
bnged to a class of men, called publicans, 
or taxgatherers, who had it very much in 

* Jonah iii. 
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their power ta injure <}ieir neighbours by 
fejbse accusation and oppression ; and there 
cati be no doubt but that 2Sacchseus him- 
self had been guilty of these criinas; but 
having heard the preaching of our. blessed 
Lord, he rqpented of his offences ; and to 
shew the sincmty of his rep^itance, he 
decbred his resolution, and there can be 
no doiibt that he fulfilled it, to give the 
half of hl9 goods to the poor; and to re* 
store fiiurfold the value of anything which 
he had obtained by fidse accusation, li^^t 
was tb^ good effect which sprung from 
this man's determination to lead a new 
and a better life's nothing less thaathe 
assurance of his eternal safety:. Our Sa<r 
viour^ who,' knew his sincerity and the 
steadmess oi his resolution, ^' said unto 
himy This day is salvation come into this 
house.'' And is this a slight benefit! Is 
it a matter of little moment to be assured 
by the Son of Grod himself that we shall 
be saved ! Surely, when we can look for*- 
ward Yfith unshaken confidence to an et&^ 
nal reward in Heaven, as the fruit of a 
sincere repentance, we must be guilty of 



104 On Repentance 

tHe greatest folly to defer; or Delect that 
repentance in any way. 

Possibly, my Bredireh, the ^rst among 
you may think within himself, that he 
would really and lastingly repent, if, like 
Zacchaeus, he eoUld be assured by the 
blessed Jesus, tlmt his salvaition would be 
secure — ^if, like Zacchaeus, he could hear 
the promise of forgiveness pronounced by 
the lips of' his Saviour. But I question 
whether a man, who wiU not repent upon 
hearing the conditi(ms of Salvation which 
are contained in the New Testament, would 
have changed his life, eveb had he lived 
during the time of our Lord's ministry; 
and heard the glad tidings of salvation 
proclaimed by Jesus liimself. The sin- 
ners of those days were like the sinners of 
these ; they heard' the words of everlast- 
ing life, but would hot attend to them, 
and such is the lamentable case now. * 

Our blessed Lord, in one of his instruc- 
tive lessons to the Jews, represented a 
rich man, who was suffering the punish- 
ment of his wicked Ufe, as entreating 
Abraham that one from the dead might 
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be sent to his brethren to exhort them to 
repentance : but Abraham rq)lied, that if 
they did not attend to the Sacred Writ- 
ings, they ivould not even regard the tes- 
timony of one sent from the dead :* and 
such may be said of many of us; we may 
fimcy that we should repent, could we 
behold with our own eyes, an^ hear with 
our own ears the miracles and the (n^each- 
ing of Jesus Christ; but you may rely 
upon it, that the persons who are blind to 
the daily and hoiu*ly miracles of Gk)d, and 
deaf to the exhortations of the Bible, 
would not repent, even though a special 
miracle were wrought for their convic- 
tion. 

Prisoners, you all, no doubt, will tell 
me that you believe the Bible to be true ; 
if so, then why will you not attend to 
the words contained in it"? Does it not^ 
threaten a dreadfiil punishment upon such 
as continue in their sins ; and does it not 
promise happiness, both in this world and 
the next, to all such as turn to the Lord 
with hearty and true repentance? Is it 

* Luke xvi, 81. 
P 4 
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HOt said, that ^^ He who cwereth Ms sins 
shall not prober; but whoso confesseth 
andforsaketh them shall hwe 9i|<frcy."* 
Again it is written^ ^^ If the wielded will 
turn from all his sins that, he hath cofn^ 
nutted^ and keep all my statutes^ and do 
that which is lawful and right, he shall 
surely live, he shall not die/''\ and 
a^in, ^^ Repent and turn y(nirsel^(^, 
from aU your transgressions, so iniqui^ 
shall not he your ruin^X Can anything 

* 

be plainer than these woixlsl Do th^y 
not clearly hold out a promise of the very 
greatest advantages to all who will fof*-;* 
sake their iniquities % Do you believe in 
that promise? You will no doubt answer 
" Yes :" then why do you not make your 
conduct agree with your words'^ Be as- 
sm-ed that the service which your Maker 
expects from you is not one of the ^^ 
only, but one which must be performed 
in good deeds. 

But since we are told in Scripture, that 
^* Godliness is profitable to all things 

* Prov. xxviii. 13, f Ezek. xviii. 21. 
X Ezek. xviii. 80. 
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having promise i>f the Ufe that now ia 
and of that which is to comeT* it fol- 
lows, that a Eoncare rep^ataace will prove 
to our benefit even in this world. The 
greatest of worldly benefits which a man 
can enjoy by repenting and forsaking ]m 
sins, is, most certainly, the peace of his 
own conscience. This is a blessang which 
stands in the very foremost rank oi our 
earthly comforts : and it is one which 
never- oam be felt for a moment by any, 
but those who have successfully sought 
the forgiveness and peace of God. It ia 
very true, I allow, that a man who nevec 
thinks of reJigion may seem to have a 
good conscience, but he oniy seems to 
have it Among his riotous and proj9i^te 
companions, he may appear to be quite 
easy . in his mmd^ and utterly r^ardless 
of the anger of God: but when sidmess 
ov^takes such a man — ^when his dissolute 
acquaintance come not near him, and he 
is left entirely to his own reflections, to 
the remembrance of his ionxLer evil courses, 
and to the expectation of immediate death, 

♦ 1 Tim. iv. 8. 
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will his conscience then be still and silent "I 
No; there are, perhaps, some who now 
hear me, that can testify to the double 
miseiy, which a wounded and bad con* 
science brings to those who are left in 
complete solitude, or who are overtak^i 
by the pains of sickness and disease. But 
this misery is never felt by the man who> 
has been reconciled to his Almighty Fa* 
ther: he may be visited with poverty, 
disease, or any other earthly evil: but 
satisfied that his sufferings are the will of 
God ; and ti'iisting entirely to his mercieg^ 
for deliverance from them, he will learn 
to be content under any circumstances, 
knowing that should death itself be the 
end of his afflictions, there is a reward 
laid up for him in another world — a re- 
ward which will never be taken away. 

There are also numberless other points^ 
my Brethren, in which a inncere and, par* 
ticularly, an early repentance would be of 
immense benefit. Suppose that a man, 
deaf to the calls of religion, and given up 
to eveiy dissolute habit, should have a 
young family — (and I grieve to think how 



On Repentance. 109 

many there are of this kind) is it of no 
consequence — ^would it produce no be- 
nefit, think you, if such a man should 
change his life and become a good Chris- 
tianl Is it all the same thing whether a 
man brings up his children in idlraess,^ 
ignorance, and vice ; teaching them, by his 
own example, to become liars, swearers, 
drunkards. Sabbath-breakers and robbers ; 
or, wheth^, having himself found out the 
misery of such a wicked life, he should 
teach them, both by his commands and 
his example, to be industrious, sober and 
religious; bringing them up, in short, 
^^ in the nurture and adm&nition of the 
Lwdf'^ Is it a hght matter, tiiat a 
man, having neglected both the body and 
soul of his child, should one day see that 
child brought to the gallows, for crimes 
which were learned from his parent's ex- 
ample "J Is it a light matter that a man 
should, at last, hear his child curse the 
hour in which he was bom ; and cmise 
too, the abandoned fiither who by hiscare- 
lessoiess, impenitence and profligacy had 

* Ephes. yi. 4. 
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been the means of bringing him to such 
an untimely end ? Surely, surely, my 
Brethren, if you have any feeling for your 
children, or any regard for yourselves, 
you will be careful to reform and repent 
of your sins, lest your bad example should 
lead those whom you ought to care for, 
into pri8(Hi&i, to the gallonvB, and into the 
JV'WS of eternal destruction. 

Take then, with you, into your cells, 
this reflection, that a sincere and early re* 
pentance will not only ensure your own 
peace, of mind here — ^your own safety in 
q, world to pome, but it will al$o be of the 
greatest moment to those fibout you. In- 
stead of closing your days with the bitter 
thought that your wickedness has ruined 
both yoursdf and your fiunily, you will, 
at. your la^t hour, find your bed sur- 
rounded by kind friends, and by religious 
and aflfecti(Hiate children— children who 
will bless your memory for the good in- 
struction and example they have learned 
from you; and to whom you can give the 
last and most affecting lesson, by shewing 
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them in what comfort, hope and peace a 
real Christian can die. 

I trust in Grod» Prisoners, that what I 
have thus said to you, may, through the 
aid of his Holy Spirit, be effectual in rous- 
ing you to a serious and religious medita- 
tion upon the absolute necessity and the 
incalculable advantages of an eamest,^ a 
lasting, and, above all, an early repent- 
ance. I pray to God that your eyes may 
be opened to the dangers of unrepented 
wickedness ; and that you may henceforth 
strive to attain that righteousness of life, 
without which, we are solemnly assured, 
no man shall see the Lord* 



SERMON IX. 



ON THE COMMANDMENTS. 



Matthbw V. 18. 

Verily J say unto you^ till heaven and earth, 
pass away J one jot ^ or one tittle shall in no 
wise pass from the law^ till all be fulfilled. 

In the Sermons which I have lately 
preached to you, Prisoners, I have en^- 
deavoured to impress upon you the great 
general truths of our Holy Religion : I 
have endeavoured to enforce upon your 
understandings a real and sincere belief 
in the holy books from which that religioa 
is taught; and I have also attempted to 
move your hearts to the cherishing a lively 
£suth in Jesus Christ ; to the attainment of 
a lasting repentance, and to the unceasing 
endeavour to walk in all godliness of liv* 
ing. Having done this, it is now my in- 
tention, by the grace of God, to go a 
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little more into particulars, and to call 
your attention to those several duties which 
the Almighty enjoined mankmd through 
Moses, and which Jesus Christ confirmed 
in the words of my text, " Verily I say 
unto you^ &c. 

These words may serve to give you 
some notion of the inmiense importance 
of these rules for our conduct; and, if, 
after reflecting upon thejpa, we turn to 
pur Bibles a^nd read the 19th chap, of 
Exodus, we shall be still more convinced 
of th^ ?tbsolute necessity of paying the 
strictest attention to th^m. In that chapter 
we find that in the third month of the 
departure Of the children of Israel firom 
Egypt, they arrived at Mount Sinai in 
the wilderness; and here the Ten Cdm- 
mandments were received by Moses from 
the Almighty himself. It might, of course, 
be expected that when the great Creator 
of all things condescended to make known 
his will to the creatures whom He had 
formed out of the dust, there would be 
soniething remarkable in the circumstances 
attending such a wonderful revelation : 
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and accordingly we find that He who 
had brought the I»uelites out of Egypt 
^^ ijoiih a mighty hand and a stretched 
out arm^''* now promised to make them 
^^ a peculiar treamre to Himself above 
all people^ if they would obey his voice 
indeed and keep his commandments.''^ 
In order to prepare the people for the re- 
ception of such a gracious and important 
event, God directed Moses to sanctify 
them, and make them ready against the 
third day, ^^ For on the third dayy the 
Lord wUl come dawn in the sight of ail 
the people upon Mount Sinai'' This 
command to sanctify the people no doubt 
meant, that they should abstain from their 
usual occupations, and give themselves up 
^itirely to fasting and prayer, that they 
might be the more fit to stand in the pre- 
sence of the great and holy Jehovah. 
When the awful third day arrived,^ ^' It 
came to pass in the morning^ that there 
were thunders and lightnings and a thick 
aloud upon the mounts and the voice of 
the trumpet exceeding hud; so that all 

* Deut. T. 15. t ExocU xix. 5. 
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the people that was in the camp tremr- 
bled.'' ** uind Moses brought forth the 
people out of the camp to mset wiih God; 
(md they stood at the nether part of the 
m^Qunt. And Mount Sinai was alto^ 
gether on a smoke^ becaicse the Lord 
descended on it in fire ; and the smoke 
thereof ascended as the smoke of a fur^ 
nace^ and the whole mount quaked 
greaUyy^^ Such was the splendid and 
awfiil manner in which the Almighty was 
pleased to reveal Himself to the children 
of Israd. AU these unusual signs and 
appearances were well calculated to make 
a deep impresi^on upon the people : they 
would be more ready to observe the com- 
mands of a God whose power was made 
so manifest; alid, at the same time, it 
might be supposed that all these wonders 
would make an impression upon their me- 
mories, so great, that the prec^ts which 
accompanied them would never be fw- 
gott^i or disobeyed. 

If we examine our Bibles, we shall find 
that the Jews prospered or were overtaken 

* Exod. jxx. 16—18. 
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by adversity, exactly in proportion as they 
kept or neglected these divine commands. 
The Ahnighty frequently vouchsafed to 
remind the Jewish i-ulers of the importance 
of keeping them ; and to promise his coor 
tinual assistance to all who shoidd make 
them the guide of their conduct. We 
read that after the death of Moses, Joshua 
was appointed to conduct the Israelites ipto 
the promised land, which they should be 
allowed to possess upon the express con- 
dition of observing the Law : to him it was 
said, " There shall not any man he af^le 
to stand before thee all the days of thy 
life : a>s I was with Moses^ so will I he 
with thee : I will not fail thee nor for^ 
sake thee.^'* " Only he thou strong and 
very coura^eous^ that thou mayest ob^ 
serve to do according to all the law, 
which Moses my servant commanded 
thee: turn not from it to the right hand 
or to the left ; that thou mayest prosper 
whithersoever thou goest. This hook pf 
the law shall not depart out of thy 
mouth; hut thou shalt meditate therein 

* Joshua i. 5. 
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day and'night ; that thou may est observe 
to do according to all that is written 
therein: for then thou shalt make thy 
way prosperous^i and then shalt thou 
have good success^* This passage from 
the Bible is quite enough to shew yoU| 
what I have abeady remarked, that the 
Imielites could only reckon upon the 
divine favour and protection, by being 
earnest and diligent to observe the divine 
commands^ : and the whole history of the 
Jews from the time of Moses to the ap* 
pearance of our L(»rd and Saviour is a 
proof of the accuracy of this assertion. 
Whenever they became infected by the 
idolatrous customs of the neighbouring 
nations, or whenever their own obstinacy 
and corruption overcame their reverence 
for God's law, then also their country and 
themselves were visited by the divine dis- 
pleasure, which subjected them at one time 
to the miseries of famine and pestilence ; 
at another, to the yoke of foreign con- 
querors who led away the people into long 
and painful captivities, and desolated their 

* Joshua !• 7, & 
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holy dty Jerusalem. Even when David 
himsdf, the man aflber God's own heart, 
allowed his corrapt desires to get the 
better of his respect for the word of God, 
his pmiii^mient immediately followed, and 
was one of the greatest, lliough the most 
just severity. 

When our blessed Saviour appeared 
among men, the Ten Cornmahdments had 
been so corrupted and wrested from theur 
tree meaning, by the vain and wicked 
traditions of the Scribes and Pharisees^ 
that He denounced the severest condem- 
nation a^iinst them for making the word 
of God useless, ** Ye have made^'' said 
He, ** the commandmenf of Ood of none 
effect hy your tradition y* This natu* 
rally leads us to consider what were hs 
injunctions relative to the law delivered to 
Moses. 

There have been people in the world 
who thought and affirmed, '^ That the 
Tisn Commandments published during the 
ministry of Moses were chiefly designed 
for the Jews, and on that account might 

* Matt. XV. e. 
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be lawfully n^lected and laid asade 1)y 
Christians;"* and indeed, my Brethren, 
it is probable that you may have met with 
such people. How many are there even 
among you, who, having lived up to this 
very hour, in an open and wilful disregard 
of the divine precepts, dare yet to express 
a hope that you shall be admitted to ever- 
lasting happiness, on account of what you 
call your faith in Christ ; and for the sake 
of that death which He underwent for 
sinners? You will admit that you are 
sinners, but you will tell me that Christ 
died to save sinners: true— but those 
sinners only who use their utmost endea- 
vours to lead holy lives; those sinners 
only, who, their eyes being opened to the 
dangers of their situation, repent heartily 
and sincerely of their former wickedness ; 
and, praying for the divine assistance, 
sted&stly labour to keep all these. Ten 
Commandments. 

Turn, therefore, to your Testaments, 
and read the words, of our blessed Lord ; 
** A certain ruler asked Him saying, 

* Mosheim iv. 822. 
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ffaodmasier, fFhat ^halll do tQ inhetit 
etmwd Ufe? Jem^ said unU> hwh ihf^ 
kfwweft the <mmambnents; do notcam^ 
mt adxiUery^ do mt kiiU do not eteal^ 
do not hew fake mtne^^ honour thg 
father and thy mother: "^ Now, leflecti 
I e&traat yau, opoa the inu^ii^Dg of ttiea* 
vrotds* Do they not clwtrly tell us thati 
to obtain eYerlastmg happioess ia anotfaftk 
world, it is necoiBary that Ate should keep 
the g om ma nd io e i i teil Think upon this: 
aak yow own souls the question which the 
ruler put to ow Saviour; What shall you 
do to inherit eternal life I When thia ques* 
tion is answered, enqiiiire qtice more what 
reason thwe is for hoping that you sbftU 
obtain eternal life. Have you I^e^t aU 
Qod's conuoandments— have you kept 
half of them — have you kept one of theai« 
even, in its full and ext^i^ve ivt^aoiog) 
If you will allow your conscienees to an* 
9W€sr these questions truly, your eyes will 
be opciiied ta the danger of your spiritual 
situatim; and you will (zemUe at tba 
thoughts of living, as you are, in such 

o 
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litter dkr^ard of the laws of. your Maker. 
If any additional evidence were wanted, 
respecting the importance which our Lord 
attached to the commandments, listen to 
his words when He was comforting his 
disciples jusi before his death: ^' lie that 
hath my commandments and keepeth 
them, he it is that loveth me: and he 
that loveth me shaU be loved of nvg 
Father''* It is clear that the command'^ 
ments here spoken of include those givai 
by the Almighty to the Jews, since our 
Saviour had been so particular in urging 
them upon the attention of his hearers. 

No doubt, then, you are perfectly con- 
vinced that our Saviour's preaching ex-^ 
pressly enjoined an obedience to the Mosaic 
hw ; indeed. He himself declared that He 
came to fulfil it ; f and therefore how 
foolish and wicked must those people be 
who assert that Christians are not obliged 
to keep these Commandmaits : and how 
doubly wicked, how doubly foolish must 
they be, who, knowing what our Saviour's 
injunctions were, with respect to them, 

* John xix. 21. f Matt v. 17. 
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dare yet tt> live in the continual breaeh d[ 
many, or even all of theni. 

There is another weighty consideration 
to be taken into onr thoughts upon diid 
matter: at our baptism, we promised, or 
it was promised in our names by oui: God-' 
fiithers and Godmothers, that we would 
" obedi^itly keep God's holy will and 
commandments, and walk in the same all 
the days of our life." Now do you thiufc 
that such promises, so solemnly and seri- 
ously made, are to be foi^otten arid neg- 
lected? You were admitted intx) the 
congregation of Christ's flock, and pro- 
mised a share of his salvation upon condi- 
tion of your keeping these commandments. 
And can it be supposed, for a moment^ 
tlmt you shall be allowed to break this pro- 
mise and yet be admitted into that blessed 
company whose happiness hereafter Christ 
has purchased with his blood'? Oh, no! 
my Brethren: reflect upon this matter; 
and be assured, that if you would be par- 
takers of that heavenly kingdom which 
our Saviour has prepared for them that 
love Hini) it is most absolutely necessary 

o 2 
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not only that you should profess your 
in Christ, and pray for the a»iata^ee of 
his grace; but that every faculty of your 
Blinds and bodies should be seriously and 
unceaangly exerted to ob^, aB.much as 
possible, aU the conunandments which 
God has given us. 

So convinced am I of the immffflisfi im* 
portaoce of this subjeet, that I propose, 
by the divine pennisslm, to deliver from 
this place a set of discourses upon the Ten 
Commandments; and,^ would to God, that 
in so doing, I might be the humble instru'^ 
ment in his hands of rescuing even {me 
sinner from the jaws of that dreadful Hdl, 
which all may escape if they are nol 
wanting in fiiith in Christ, charity to ^ir 
neighbours, and obedience to the cepi^ 
mands of thmr God. 
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THK FIRST COMMANDMENT. 



Thou shalt h^ve no other gods but me* 

In my kuM Senaon I tdd you, thatit tvai 
my istaitioii to give you a set of discourMS 
itpcm the Ten CbmnauidmeDts ; and^ m 
fmmmgihi» dhjeetj I faawnow chosen ibr 
nqr text the nnsT conunandnmit^ '^ Thau^ 
fMt ham n& other g^ds hut me!* 

Before the time of Moses, the diffi»^iK 
Mlions of the earth were given to the 
worshq) of many gods—and, indeed^^ nnce^ 
his time-^dnce the law was grven to the 
Jews, even up to the prescsit moment^ 
there have existed, and do exist, pec^fe 
who are entirely igncntuit of the nature of 
die true Gtod; people who blmdly and 
ignorantly pay their adorations to the sun, 
to fire,, or to idols of wood and stone, 

o3 
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<< the work of men's hands y^ Even the 
most civilized nations, before the time of 
Christianity, worshipped ^ number of fen- 
ded deities, to whom they attributed the 
vilest and most abominable acts. They 
thought that some of these false gods had 
the care of particular cities. The mhabi- 
tants of Ephesiis, for instance, imagined 
that their city was the peculiar care of 
the goddess Diana. In the Acts of the 
Apostles, we have an account of a tumult 
which took place there upon the occasioii 
of St. PauFs preaching ;f and that account 
may give us some idea of the senseless 
manner of worriiip among these heathens : 
we are told, that they, ^^ cAout the space 
of two hours, cried out. Great is Diana 
of the Ephesians'' And we may alsQ 
suppose what was their ridieulous supiw^ 
stition, when we hear one of the chief men 
of the place saying, ^^ TThat man is there 
that knpweth not, that the city of the 
Mphesians is a worshipper of the great 
goddess Diana, and of the image which 

• ♦ Psalms cxv, 4, 

f Acts ziiu 24, and foUowing Tersea* 



The First Cemmandmmt. 12t 

yieU down from Jupiter'^ From this 
instance of foHy and sniperstition, we may 
learn how necessary was the command of 
the Ahmghty that mankind should worship 
Him alone. We, who live in these days, 
can hardly conceive that men should be 
so stupid as to worship an image which 
they bdieved to have Men down from 
Jupiter : but such, and greater, folly pre<- 
^led in the world before our Saviour 

» 

came into it; and the Jews themselves, 
being surrounded on every side by heathen 
natictts, were in perpetual danger of being 
emnipted by their idolatrous customs. 
The fboHshness of the heathen worship, 
kxwever, was not all; wherever the wor- 
Mp of the Almighty was unknown, there 
might be found the greatest cruelty. In 
the o^emonies of the Pagans, they dedi** 
cated their own children to these fidse 
ddties ; and, as we are told in the Bible, 
made them pass through the fire to Mor 
ioehv and tlieir priests abo ^^ cut themr 
kelwij after their mamier^ with knives 
imd lancets^ till the blood ^u^hed out;^'^ 

1 1 XiDgt jLTiiL 29; 
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^* Ths Sepharvites burnt their children 
p% fire^ to Adhrammelech and Anawme^ 
leoh^ the pods cf Sephervaim''^ fiat 
these barbarities were not only practised 
}>y the Pagan nations who dwelt near the 
Jews; our own ancestors, the ancient 
Britons> were addicted to an idolatry, if 
possible, still more bbody; and, it h pro- 
bable, that, little more than 1600 years 
figo, the very spot upon which we are 
now assembled to worship the tme and 
only God, was defiled by llie blood of hu- 
man victims ofSered up by our savage 
forefathers to their terrible deities- We 
know, indeed, from history, thai when 
this island waa conqu^^ by the Romana» 
who w^e th^Eusdves ignorant FngaDS^ 
they found it necessary to inflict the se^ 
verest punishments in order to check com* 
pletely these bloody ceremonies. 

Since we find> theo, suck horrible cu&- 
toms prevailing ahnost every where, in 
eonsequence <rf the ignorance mankind 
were sunk into respecting the existence (^ 
l3ie true Gkid> how neo^sary waa it that^ 
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in order to destroy such barbarous habits, 
a revelation should be made to the worldi 
fiot only acquainting ns with the exfet- 
ence, but the will of the Afanighty I Andf 
how merdfiil was the first injunction ap* 
pointed by that will !^im^, in command, 
ing mankind to worship no other gods, 
our gracious Creatw dbewed his desire to 
save US from those cmel consequences ai 
idolatry which I have just described to 
yon. This, howerrer, was only one part 
of the divine plan ; besides the overthrow 
€i idolatry, this first conmiand, by \ie&^ 
ing alive in the world a knowledge of th0 
Mosiaic revdation, would prepare men for 
the reception oS that second and greater 
instance of Grod's love to them, shewn in 
tending his only son Jesos Christ into the 
worU; whd came io t^ach us how to live, 
by his precepts and his example ; and io 
eosucefor us, by his suflSsrings and death, 
a bliBssed immortality. Whatever purposes 
^ Divine Wisdom may have m view, by 
giving to mankind this^^^ commandment, 
beskies those I have mentioned, are fia- 

«4 
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beyond the powers of sudi creatures as 
we are to imagine. 

• I have endeavoured to shew you how 
highly important the knowledge and yf or^ 
ship of the true God was to the Jews, and 
it is another ii^stance of almighty wisdom, 
that almost every command, which they 
were bound to observe, is equally to be re- 
garded by Christians. To us, indeed, the 
First Commandment conveys, perhaps, .a 
more extended notion of our duty in wor- 
shipping God. We are to pay Him all 
the homage and obedience which we owe 
to Him ^^ as an Eternal Creator and Al* 
mighty Governor;" as such, we mi^t, in 
the first place, feel perfectly and fiilly con- 
vinced of ,his existence ; we are to repose 
our steadfast belief in him; ais St. Paul 
tells the Hebrews, '* Without faith it. is 
impassible to please Him ; for he that 
Cometh to God^ must believe that He is, 
and that he is a rewarder of them that 
diUgerUly seek Him:^\* we must. be as* 
sured within ourselves, that we shall be 
hereafter, rewarded or punished according 

• Heb. zi. 6. 
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to our ei»ieay0iifs to dbaerve his lawfi« . It 
is also an indispensable duty, connected 
with this commandment, to trust in the 
Mrisdom and goodness of the Almighty :-^ 
whatever situation we may be pkc^ in, 
wheth» we ..are suffering the afflictions 
and punishmeats att^idant upon our own 
misconduct, or whether we are enduring 
miseries which we have not deserved, it 
is still our parts to place the fullest confit 
denee in Gfod's mercy; knowing that Ha 
careth for us to such a degree, that the 
rery hairs of our heads are all numbered. 
In this particular, let us follow the wise 
direction of the proverb which bids u^ 
*' fy^^ist in the Lord with all our heartSi 
and lean not unto our own und&'standr 
inffs.''* To trust in the Lord is most 
closely connected with h^ng in Him. 
We can scarcely put our confidence in 
Him, while we are in disti^ss, .without, at 
the same time, placing all, our hope ia 
Hikn, for future happiness. We aie not 
to repose oor hopes in what we can do. for 
ourselves, or in what mankind can do for 
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vb; on the contmry, JereHuak muran U8f 
diat ^^ Cursed is ke tkat tmuteik in man 
amd maketh J^sh his wrm^ ar^ii whms 
heart depart eih fnm. the J^ordx' but 
^^ blessed is the man. thai tnuteih tti the 
JLord, and whose hepe the Lord ia.^'* 
St. Ptol ealb the Aboighty '' the Godqf 
hope;'' ^' Now the Ood of hope^'' wy» hs 
to the Romans, ^^Jill y&u with all ^ 
and peace in heUecingr tkat ye wMy 
abound in hope^ thraoffh the pmvw of 
the Holy Ghost:'\ 

' With reference toi this oamumodimmt, 
we must also love God. St John kifiirqos 
w, that '' He first heed us^X and, 
although this assurance of the holy writer 
would be unnecessary to any cne who 
<^ned his eyes to the many thoupand 
proo& of diat k>Ye which we have in ^^ ouv 
creation, preservation,, and all the blesa* 
ings of this life,'* yet so huneotably for-^ 
getfiil are we, not only of the love which 
our Almighty Father shews to ns,. but abo 
of that which we owe to Him, that it is 



* Jerem. zyii. 5, 7, f Rom. zr. IS. 
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requisite we dioiild be reaoinded daify 
he4k of his orerflomng goodness to ns^ 
and of ow vife ingratitnde to Him. I^ 
however. Prisoners^ joq are in the smallest 
d^ree anxious to procue the foigiveness 
and favom* cS your Maker, recollect that 
yoa must learn to love Him. Our blessed 
Lord told the Jews, that their unbeli^ in 
his DftinisbTV a^d their disBrespect to his 
parson, were caused by their want of lo¥e 
to God: ** I know yov^^ says he, ** that 
ye hm)e not the love of God in youJ^* 

But belieinng, trusting, and loving Gods 
will all go for nothing unless we use our 
utmost exertiona in obeying Him; indeed, 
neither feith^^ trust, nor love to God,, caa 
exist without obedience; nt, least, without 
our earnest ^orts to be obedi^t What 
says St John upon this matter^ ^* We 
know that we are the children of God,i 
wh^i we love God and keep hia com-^ 
mandments; and his commandm^ts are 
not gdevous/'f From this passage it is^ 
quite dear^ t^t, unless we are mindAiIc 
of the divine precepts, all our petences^ 

* I Mm.Y. 42^ t 1 JohB T. 2^3. 
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of good will to our neighbour^ and Jove tp 
the Almighty, are mere hypocrisy an4 
deceit. Unless we are plainly desirous, of 
obeying the laws of God, we cannot exr 
pect to be trusted or regarded by our 
feMow creatures; and, what is yet of more 
vital importance, we must entertain no 
hope of admission to those loansioas of 
eternal happiness, which the Lord has 
prepared for all who love Him, and keep 
his commandments. 

Having now explained to you, as &r 
as may be necessary — and s^ far as my 
ability will allow — ^the nature of the fijrst 
commandment ; . haying shewn to you, that 
in taking the Lord for your Grod, you 
must learn to believe in Him, trust in 
Him, hope in Him, love Him, and obey 
Him; I will bring the matter, nearer 
home, and enquire how &r you have 
fulfilled these duties. Do you shew a 
belief either in the existence, or the power 
of the Almighty, when you repeat his 
holy name upon every trifling occasion? 
When you dwear by him; when you 
dare^to provoke his tremendous anger by 
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calling upon Him to damn your own soul, 
or your neighbour's 1 Have you ever 
reflected upon the dreadful nature of that 
Hell, to which you Iiave often sent, in 
words, your fellow sinner, when he has, 
periiaps, innocently offended yoii ? What- 
ever scnne people may think, I cannot 
imagine, that a man, given up to cursing 
and swearing, has any notion of the 
power, or even of the existence, of God 
Almighty. Do you trust in Him, when 
you are discontented with the station of 
life in which he has placed you 'J Do you 
hope in Him, when all your affections, 
and all your desires are placed upcm the 
perishable things of this world ? Do you 
love the Lord your God — when, so fiar 
from being grateful to Him, you actually 
forget, as if such a thing had never hap- 
pened, that He sent his only begotten 
Son into the world, in order that, by his 
meritorious sufferings and death, you 
might obtain forgiveness of your sins, 
and become entitled to everlasting hap- 
piness? Do you obey the Lord, when, 
unwilling to profit by the punishm^at 
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vrhich the kws <rf your country have laid 
upou you, you stitl continue to break 
every command which it is in your power 
to breaki MHben, no loii^er able to 
ccHnmit acts of open viofence, you seek 
to obtain possession o£ your fellow-suf-- 
ferers' money by cheating and gamii^? 
Whai you employ your spare time in 
relating the successful viHanies which you 
haxie committed, or in planning schemes 
qi future plunder % 

Pndoners, were it in my poweK, I would 
touch your feelings and consciences to the 
quick, — ^I would lay your own hearts open 
to your own eyes, — so that, by contem* 
plating the desperate wickedness which 
lies there, you might be struck with horror 
at itft appearance; so that before die g^tes 
of merey are closed upon you £9r ever, 
you might turn to the LcHrd your God, 
and, humbfing yourselves before Him, in 
deep and sincere sorrow for your past 
crimes^ devoutly and unceasin^y pray for 
the assistance of his blessed Spirit in 
guiding you throi^h the narrow way that 
leads to eternal life. 



SERMON XI. 



THB SBCOND GOMMANDMBNT. 



Exodus ix. 4—6* 

Then shaU not make unto thee any graven 
imagcy or any likeness of any thing that is 
M Heaven above^ or that is in the earth 
beneath^ or thcU is in the water under the 
earth; thou shalt not bow down thyself to 
them^ nor serve them : for /, the Lord thy 
Godf am a jealous Oodj visiting the iniquity 
of the fathers upon the children unto the 
third and fourth generation of them thai 
hate Tne ; and shewing mercy iMo thousands 
of them that love me and keep my €om>» 
fMndments* 

XhE Almighty having, in the First Com* 
numdment, forbidd^L mankind to worship 
any other god but Him, it naturally 
ilrikws that we should also be enjoined 
not to pay divine honors to any inani* 
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mate object — to any image or picture.*— 
This commandment, i^hich may be looked 
upon as a kind of continuation of the first, 
was probably framed to prevent the con- 
sequences which might have resulted to 
the Israelites, from having been so long 
habituated to the religious customs of the 
Egyptians — ^whose mode of worship, like 
that of other idolatrous nations, consisted 
in a great measure of the adoration of 
statues, and even of pictures. Tliis adora- 
tion paid to ^^ dumb idols,'' was certainly 
calculated to rouse the just resentment of 
that Deity who speaks of Himself as ^* a 
jealous God;'' — ^what could possibly be 
more ofi^nsive to Him, and more wicked 
and foolish in his creatures than attri- 
buting to carved images, powers which 
were possessed only by Him, and good- 
ness towards the human race which He 

ft 

only could shew? Accordingly we find 
that the divine displeasure is frequently 
denounced agjainst this sin :-^for instance 
we read — ^^ It shall be if thou do at all 
forget the Lord thy Ood, and walk after 
other Gods, and serve them and worship 



-ihemy I testify against y(m this day4hht 
t^e shall surely peitish'''^ Punishment 
was not CHtly threatened to those ' who 
tiiomsdves offended, but their posterity 
also would fee) the ill consequences of a 
dq)arture fix)m the laws of God ; for He 
declares that He will visit " the imqidty 
€f the fathers upon the children unto 
the third and fourth generation of them 
that hate Him.'' — ^How these thr^itehings 
were fulfilled, we shall easily learn by re- 
ferring to the history of the Jews in after- 
times : we shall leiarh that when Solo** 
mon, in his old age, was seduced to idoht*^ 
try, the prophet Ahijah foretold that, cm 
account of this sin, ten out of the twelve 
tribes of Israel should be rent frcxn his 
successors and given to Jeroboam; — aiid 
so it came to pass. Now, since JerobouGi 
thus became an instrument in the hands 
of God for punishing the idolatry of Solo- 
mon and his descendants, itmight be sup- 
posed, that, having the anger of the Al- 
mighty brought so immediately before'tis 
eyes» he would be aoubly caie&I to avoid 

* Deut. viiu 9. - 
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those sins he himself had been the means 
of puxBsliing. But whether led away by 
the natural corruptions of his own heart, 
OT by the customs of the nations around 
him, we find the prophet Ahijah denounc- 
ing Grod's wrath against himy as he had 
done before against Solomon : — '' Thou 
hoH done evil^'' said he, ''above all that 
were hefcre thee; for thou hast ffone 
and made other gods and molten images 
to provoke me to anger ; therefore I will 
bring evil upon the house qfJeroboam^ 
-^Him that dieth of Jeroboam in the 
city^ shall the dogs eat ; and him that 
dieth in the field, shall the fowls of the 
air eaf^ All these terrible threatenings 
were exactly fulfilled upon the posterity of 
Jeroboam, making it most evident that 
Ood, did and unll visit with dreadAil 
severity, the " sins of the fathers upon 
the children unto the third and fourth 
generation of them that hate Him.'' 
Of this, tlie prophet Jeremiah, in his 
lamentations, gives an additional proof, 
if . any were wanting ; amidst all his 

* 1 Kings xiy. 9 — 11. 
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sorrow for Ae deaoktioa of his ofmalatfi 
he does not forget that the sins of laslinre^ 
&therd hrotigfat it down: ^^ Owjidkers 
htme mwMd^^ he icries, <^4Mrf we haim 

Many people, amoog those who c«tt 
themtelves Chmtiaos, Biay imngtnyj thaty 
because there is no dwiger of Mmg into 
the prabtioe of idohtfy in diese days, this 
Seermd Commandnient may aknost he k& 
iBmodced. Snch people may say^ ^'U 
was necessary, no doaht, for the Jews, 
but for us it is not at all requisite; we are 
too wise now to worship the likeness of 
any thing in Heaven above or in tibe earth 
beteatb/' I grant, my Brethren, Ihat you 
may havetoo much sendeto do thesethiogs^ 
Irtitread th^ ConHOdandments through and 
you will dbeerve' that after the^ threatt 
against idolatore, the Almighty pramisea 
tt> shew mercy upon theai ^^ that Ictoe him 
mid keep his GomnmudmentA ; plaittly 
dedaring that while his &vour and pro* 
tMbuk dite4)oly4o heproeiiredby love and 
aibedfimce to' his kwa, our foigetfidness of 

• Laaoat. T. 7. 



1j^ The Second C&mmandmeni. 

Him and his power will subject us to tibe 
visitatiofi of his anger. 

Now, although there may be so little 
danger of your bowing down tofalde gods, 

to images of wood and stcwje;— is there 
equally little danger of your worshipping 
and serving some idol within yotir own 
hearts — some darling, some favourite vice, 
to which you devote that time, and thad 
fondness which you ought to dedicate to 
your God'? — ^Are you quite certain that 
you are not among the number of those 
♦* whose God is their heUy^'' as St. Paul 
says; ^^ whose glory is in their shame; 
who mind earthly things?* Prisoners, 
there are many persons living in the prac- 
tise of a kind of idolatry who never once 
dream of such a thing. — Some men lA 
the higher situations oi life, set up worldly 
glwy or r^iitation as b God, and worship 
it in a manner which makes it only too evi- 
dent that in it lie all their hopes. Othais 
fcMgetfiil of the precept to put their trurt 
in God, and serve NUm alone, are given 
tq> to such folly, that they seem to place 

* Pliilip. iii. l». 
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all their expertatioiis of future good in 
following and serving what the world calb 
great men;— <-If this is not idolatry, and 
idolatry too, of the worst kind, what is? 
Is it not idolatry to 4ook up widi anxious 
hopes to what man can do for you ? Is it 
not idolatry, when, not caring to leave 
your destiny in the hands of that great 
Being who made and who preserves you ; 
you put up your frequent entreaties and 
supplications to a sinner like yourself; — • 
to One^ who, so far from having the ability 
to influence your happiness, cannot call 
OM single moment his own ; — to one who 
shall soon moulder into dust as quickly 
as the most despised and abject wretch 
among all the crowd of misemble lunners % 
But probably this description of idolatry 
will not suit you exactly ; let me try you 
then upon another charge; — ^but fimt I 
will repeat to you the words of the apos- 
tle St. Paul, who considers aU kincfe of 
covetou&^ess, as the same thing as idolatry] 
Ip his epistle to the Ephesians, he says^ 
no ^^ Covetous man who is an idolator^ 
hath any inheritance in the kingdom of 
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Christ w of God;''* and he cautions the 
CdosBians to ^^ mortify their members 
which are upon earth ; fornication^ tin- 
cleanness., inordinate qff^eetion, evil con^ 
aupiscence ccnd covetousness^ which is 
idolatry,'' f You know the meaning of 
ooYetousness, my Brethren ; it is a strong 
desire and fondness not only for the pro* 
perty of other people, bat for this world's 
goods in general ; for any thiog, in &ct, 
which takes up our thoughts and makes 
us foigetfid of God and his commands. 
In this sense, therefore, the man who de- 
votes himself to drinking is an idolator. 
Let me ask the drunkard, whether he 
does. not place all his hopes, ail his afiec*^ 
tions upon the gratificalion of this beastly 
vice?-— Whether he is not exactly in the 
situation of those ^' who make a God of 
their hdlyf" And does not Uus devo* 
tk>n to liquor make you neglect and foiget 
the devotion you owe to your great Maker? 
I leave these questions to be answered by 
the drunkard's own conscience— Huid any 
one who makes the smallest observation 

• Ephet. y. 5, f Cobss. iii 5^ 
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upon the conduct of his fellow creatures, 
may easily tell what the answer will be. 
Any one may see that the drunkard would 
give up every thing— his chartitter, his 
health, his Maker even, in order to gratify 
his passion for liquor:— any one may at 
once, declare that the drunkard, Blindly 
led away by his sinfal idolatry; will cer- 
tainly be found, at last, among those 
miserable and lost creatures ^' whose end 
is destruction.'^ 

Many of you, no doubt, Prisoners, will 
be congratulating yourselves that of this 
kind of idolatry, at least, you are quite 
innocent; I shall be glad if your own 
hearts vrill acquit you of this vice ;— buti 
let me examine you as to your attachment 
to another. If you have not mad6 liquor 
the god of your idolatry, perhaps you- 
have devoted yourself to lewdiiesB; and, 
** following all uncleanness with greedi- 
ness," have totally forgotten the com^ 
mands of your God, and neglected en^ 
tirely to worship Him in spirit and in 
truth. And I must tell you, that those 
men or women, who are given up to the im- 

H 
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fiure desires of a corrupt nature^ Bra no 
better than idolaters, because they pay ail 
that love and affection which are due only 
ito the Almighty, to their own carnal and 
wicked passions. In short, my Brethren, 
:if you would wish to avoid the practice of 
that kind of idolatry which there is the 
greatest danger of falling into, be carefuJ 
that neither drunkenness, nor lewdness ob- 
'stains possession df your mind or body ; — 
be carefiil, too, that no desire of worldly 
goods, no covetousness, no anxiety about 
worldly matters distract your attention from 
the due and constant worship of your 
Maker. Rely upon it, that if such mat- 
ters are allowed to come before your re- 
ligious duties, the jealous anger of the 
Almighty will punish, not you alone^ but, 
as he threatens in the text, your posterity 
also. Indeed past experience shews the 
truth of this: where has a drunkard 
existed whose children have not been 
brought to misery of every kind by the 
wickedness of their fathers "? — ^Where can 
the lewd man or woman be found whose 
posterity may not suffer both from tlie 
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contempt of their fellow creatures, and 
more dreadfully still, from the diseases en- 
tailed upon them by the crimes of their 
parents 1— Where, in short, is there any 
one to be discovered who has not, more 
or less, been punished for the sins which 
his forefathers have committed "l 

Since then no truth can be more clear 
than that our offences will be punished 
both upon ourselves and upon our pos* 
terity, let us act accordingly.— Let us 
have continually before our eyes the com- 
fortable assurance of the last part of my 
text — ^that they who love Gk)d and keep 
his commandments, shall be blessed both 
in themselves, and in their children unto 
the thousandth generation ! 



h2 



SERMON XII. 



TQB THIRD COMMANDBIBNT. 



Exodus xx. 7. 

Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy 
God in vainjjbr the Lord will not hold him 
guiltless who takethhis nam£ in vain. 

m 

These impressive and important words 
comprise the Third Commandment; and^ 
perhaps, among the whole of those pre- 
cepts „wliich the Ahnighty has given us for 
the regulation of our conduct, there is not 
one which more requires the attention— 
the serious and devout attention of a 
congregation like this; because of all the 
different, kinds of wickedness with which 
this world is infected, there is none, I 
think, so dreadfully common — ^none that 
so loudly calls for the exhortations and 
warnings of the Christian minister — as the 

h3 
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unholy practices which are forbidden in 
the words of my text. 

Taking God's name in vain, means 
using it up6A kc/^ bc^diiOd: whatever; 
except when required to do so by the laws 
of the land, when repeating it in our reli- . 
gious exercises, or in serious and holy 
conversation. 

Now, my BretbreUr if we oa^t never 
to use the name of our Creator, except 
upon these occasions, conader for a 
moment^ ho^ freqa^utly and how dread- 
fully you offend the Almighty! How 
many persond are there amObg you who, 
in their daily trimrig, or wicked conversa- 
tiQil, would pause for an idBtant loetote ike^ 
mentioned! the irante of *' the liigh dnd 
lofty One thai inhamteih eierriiiy^^f^ 
Among the hundreds who now liear me, 
are there twenty, are there ten, are there 
five persons who would, fit)m a r6Veftnce 
to the Almighty's commands, refrain ttora 
wantonly breathing the Almighty's name'? 
1 cari upon you, one and all, to dnswer 
this question to yoiir own consciences, and 

• Isaiah Wii. 15. 
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dien to tell iDe if I was not correct in; 
sayboLg that this ki&d of wickedness iar 
dread^y common. 

1£ % wieked mm were to emieavonr, 
earnestly and sincerely, to get the better 
ef this shocking vice, there would be 
ev^ry occasm to hope that, through the 
dssistance of God's Holy Spirit, he migfal 
become; a religious character in ev^ 
respect: for the chief thing which^ at 
fiist, would foe Hkely to noiake a man try 
to conquer this hahit,. would foe the con- 
templation of the nature and powei: of thft( 
great Being whose name: he. sq irreyerentiiy 
nses. And if any pers(Mar-^the most igno-^ 
ramt even---would only considet* who GkKl 
Almighty is, what ^ the extent of his 
ptower, what the dreadful consequences of 
his anger; if he would only think that it 
18 He who made the unirerse, and every 
thing it contains, by a word; that not 
cmly thiJB earth, this sun, this moon, are 
the creatures, of his niight, but that ther6 
aire, floating amidst the unUmited regions 
of the sky, innumerable thotiswds of othejr 
suns dnd other worlds— -all of them cre«' 



152 The Third Commandment. 

ated by the power and preserved by the 
wisdom of God our Ahnighty Father ; — 
if, I say, the most pro&ne swearer should 
only think of these things and still continue 
the practice of cursing and blasphemy — 
he must possess a nature as ignorant, as 
stupid, and as brutal as that of a beast 
that perishes. But, on the contrary, if he 
should allow his mind to dwelLupon the 
power, the .wisdom, and the majesty (rf 
Grod; — ^if he should look around him upon 
the earth, the sea, the sky, and reflect that 
He who made these beautiful wonders 
could, in an instant, hurl them into no- 
thing; — ^if he would recollect, . too, .that 
the great Creator of all these stupendous 
works condescends io interest himself in 
the affairs of poor despicable worms like 
we are^— seeing every action, hearing every 
word, and discovering every thought of 
our lives-T-fiurely he would never again 
breathe the name of his merciM and 
long-suffering God . without the most 
awfiil reverence; but would tremble lest, 
whilst wantonly and sinfully breaking the 
4ivine command, his blaspheming tongue 
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should be saddenly and for ever silenced. 
Now, if a man, by meditating upon the nar 
ture of God, were to bring himself to this 
proper respect for his name, there can be 
no doubt but that, in every other respect, 
he would soon become a reUgious character. 
Because, having been once convinced that 
there is a God of infinite power and 
justice, who will reward or punish us in 
another world according to our conduct in 
this, he would be anxious to learn what 
his will and conunandments are; and 
having learnt them, as every man may if 
he will, he would regulate the whole of 
his life and conduct with a view to 
fulfilling them, and so of obtaining here- 
after that blessed inunortaUty purchased 
by the blood of Christ. 

Nothing can be more clear and parti- 
cular upon any subject, than our Saviour's 
directions upon this one. His words are, 
'' / say unto you^ swear not at all: 
Tether hy Heaven^ for it is God's 
throne; neither hy earthy for it is his 
footstool; neither by Jerusalem, for it 
is the city of the Great King. Neither 

h4 
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ih&U thou fuJ^Ar* bg thy keadi because 
th&u iiamt not nidhe one hair 'white or 
bhids; but let your cammuniciition be 
yea, yea; Hay, nay; Jvi' whatsoever is 
Mare than this, crnneth of evilJ'* It is 
hete^ you see^ expressly laid doVm, that 
i& your cQmmoii convcroation no aw^arisg 
cf any kind is to be permitted} and, if we 
break the commands of otar Saviour Wheii 
we swear eitiiel* by Heavefa or by eaHfe, 
how much greater mnait be dur ^It wh<eti 
we swear by Him who made both! St. 
James gives us directions t^ the same kiivd, 
^^Aixwe all things, my brethren,^ sa]^ 
he, ^' swear not, n^etther by Heaven, ns^ 
by earth, neither by any other oath; 
but let your yea, be y^ ; and your nay, 
nay:"t and this apostle concludes his 
excellent dinections, by giving us a reason 
why swearing should be avoided ; ^^ lest 
you fall into condemnation.^' 

There are, perhaps, a few persons here 
who, although they might be careful how 
they uttered an oath, or a curse, would, 
nevertheless, upon any occasion of surprize 

• Matt. Y. 34 to 37. f James r. 12. 
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or impatience cry out, without a moment's 
hesitation, '^ God bless me;" or use «odie 
other expression of the same kiikl equally 
improper and profane. Now, although 
language like this is not quite so bad as 
that of cursing and swearing ; yet, I mudt 
tell you, my Brethren, that it is a direct 
violation of the command which is the ^ub^ 
ject of my present discourse : it is taking 
God's holy name in vain, and, coq39« 
quently, an offence which we shall have to 
answer for hereafter* Recollect, also, that 
toeitha* tiie sacred name of the AJmightyi 
ttor those hoiy things which relate to hi§ 
worship and his Worics, must ever be 
mentioned without the utmost awe and 
reverence ; fw if this rule is not attended 
to, you may rely upon it, that you make 
yourselves liable to the visitation of God'3 
angerr Nothing more clearly proves this 
than the words of our blessed Saviour 
hin^lf, whidi declare that ^^ every idle 
UHsrd that men shall speaks they shall 
ghe accmnt thereof in the day ofjudg* 
merit''* 

♦ Matt. xii. 36. 
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It may be proper to explain to you, that 
although we are never to use the name of 
God lightly and wantonly, yet there are 
several occasions upon which it is right 
and allowable for us to swear by his name, 
or by his Scriptures. In a court of 
justice, for instance, when you are called 
upon by the laws of your country to 
declare your, knowledge of any matter, 
you are bound by the duty you owe both 
to God and your feUow creatures, to take 
a solenm oath, m order to give greater 
weight to your testimony. But, in a case 
like this, beware that you utter nothing 
Imt the real truth ; lest, in swearing wrong- 
fully, you should by one cLction^ break 
two commandments — ^that which forbids 
you to take God's name in vain, and that 
also which declares that you sliall not bear 
&lse witness against your neighbour. 
Of all the different ways in which a 
wicked man can take the name of his God 
in vain, there is, perhaps, none more 
dreadful than that of deliberately taking 
a false oath ; because, in so doing, he not 
only places his own soul in danger of hell, 
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but he, perhaps, injures an innocent fellow 
creature in the most serious and qrud 
manner. Whenever, therefore, you are 
called upon to take a solemn oath in 
God's name, recollect that your most 
secret thoughts and intentions are laid 
open to tlie eye of God : remember that 
the same verse in your Bible which permits 
you to swear by your Creator, commands 
you, at the same time, to fear Him and to 
serve Him.* It may be allowable also, 
upon. serious occasions, and in order to 
restore peace and good will, to settle any 
dispute by taking an oath; for St. Paul 
seems to permit this, when he says, '' cm 
oath for confirmation is an end of all 
strife.'''^ But be cautious that this per- 
mission is not abused, by your taking 
advantage of it upon trifling occasions. ' 
The words of my text declare, that the 
Lord will not hold that man guiltless who 
taketh his name in vain. This, my 
Brethren, is a most serious truth, and 
well deserves your most serious considerar 
tion. We have here the plain assertion 

* Deut. vi. 18. ^ t Heb. vi. 16. » 
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of the Almighty, that He will look upon, 
as guilty creatures, and worthy of the 
severest punishment, all those who are 
addicted to swearmg upon every triHing 
occasion — ^all those who are in the frequent 
habit of cursing their own, or their neigh* 
hours', souls — ^and all those who use the 
name of the Lord thoughtlessly and 
wantonly. This you must feel to be an 
important matter; and, if you believe 
that there is a Qod shove — ^if you believe 
that there is another world where the 
wicked shall be for ever punished— 
famine, I entreat you, my dear Brethren-— 
examine your own consciences, and ai- 
quire how frequently you have <^ended 
God in this matter! Recollect how often, 
when engaged in some drunken quarrel, 
you have pawned your eternal salvation ! 
Recollect how often, when you have been 
angry, without a cause perhaps, you have. 
Hi your words, wished your own, or your 
fellow creatures', souls to be sent into the 
torments of danmation! R^nember how 
often, when your poor beast has wasted 
his straigth in your service, you have 
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leWarded his patient exertions \vith blows 
imd curses ;*^ curses Mrhich only shew the 
brutality of the wretch who utters them, 
waice the poor tmimal is insensible to their 
horrible sound, while the ear of Ahni^ty 
Gk)d is open to every word :— every word 
which shall> be noted down, and brought to 
a dreadful reckoning at the "day of judg- 
ment. 

Recollect then, one and all of you, 
those occasions upon which you have 
given way to this shocking and too 
common kind of wickedness. And when 
your memory has placed before your con- 
sciences a small part even of the fiill sum 
of your offences, humble yourselves be- 
fore the footstool of your Maker, and pray 
with sincerity and with earnestness, that 
He will forgive you your manifold crimes : 
— ^pray that He will vouchsafe to you the 
assistance of his Holy Spirit, that you 
may be enabled to overcome your incli- 
nations to cursing, and swearing, and 
blasphemy. With these prayers for 
pardon and help, join your own unceas- 
ing and utmost endeavours to get the 
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better of this horrible and sinful practice, 
lest the offended justice of your Grod should 
overtake you when you are unprepared 
for it, and your mouth should be closed 
for ever at a moment when calling down 
the curses of hell upon your guilty soul ! 



SERMON XIII. 



THE FOURTH COMMANDMBNT. 



Exodus, xx. 8. 
Remember the Sabbath Day to keep it Hahf. 

In the first chapter of the book of Gene- 
sis, there is an account of the creation of 
the world. We may there learn what the 
wisest and greatest philosophers among the 
ancient heathens were entirely ignorant 
of; — ^yiz. that this world was made, out of 
nothing, in six days, by the power of 
Almighty God ; — ^and further, that having 
finished his wonderful work, He rested on 
the Seventh day, and blessed and sanctified 
it for ever. From this short account, you 
ought to have some notion of the import- 
ance of this day ; — a day which ought to 
have been kept holy by all mankind, from 
the very hour in which the creation of 
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the universe was completed ; — a day which 
vdll be kept holy by the children of GkKi^ 
until there shall be an end of all things. 

Sabbathj is a Hebrew word, which 
signifies rest. In order to preserve a 
perpetual xemembrance of the creation of 
the world, the Sabbath day was set apart 
by the command of the Almighty ;-^and 
if mankind had always taken care to ob- 
serve it, they would not have forgotten 
that there was a Grod who had ordered 
this observance, and who would punish 
them for neglecting it. But mankind, 
after the &1I of our first parents, gradually 
became mcHre and more wicked, until, by 
wilfiiUy neglecting to observe the Sabbath, 
they entirely fi»^t that such a day Iiad 
ever been appointed ; and at length for- 
getting that^ they no longer remembered 
their great Maker, or his commandiB. But 
what was the consequence of their sin 1 
^^Godsaw that the tviekedness qf man was 
great on the earthy and that every hnti* 
gination of the thoughts of his heart 
was only evil continually: and it re- 
pented the Lord, that he had made man 
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ait the earthy rind ike Lord said^ I wU 
dislroff mdn, tvhyti^ I have created^ from 
ikefmee of the eWth. ' ' * We know fiom 
the^ seveBth' chapter of Qenesifi, that the 
Aloiighty put into^ execilticm his dreadfiiH 
but jfHSt ttu-eatetaii^. We feno'iir l^iafei 
exeqit Nosik aaid his family^ all mttnluBd 
^vere s\r^ &wa^ by the waters of the 
Ae4Hge> in oiae ifride and unsparing dd<<> 
sfrvction. 

After die ddliversbice (X, the IslraelitM 
OiA of Egypt^ <^e Ahuighty was pleased 
to r^iew, once more^ to mankind, hjb 
isoniEtonds riespectmg the Sabbath; Upon 
Moiint Sinai, He declared to the Israeli^^ 
jBiftd td ditl who should hereafter believe in 
^3 nafiie, his diTine btddmg to faalbw 
ted stoctify the Sabb&th day« Yet not« 
ivI^di^tikBdiilf tins #sf)ecial i-evektioA of his 
"UriSiy botwithstandi^ the awfol ckcom^ 
Aftbces \¥hicb accompanied that revelation 
**4he iem^ to lifter thnes, freqi^ntly for* 
got tiid duties of the Sstbbath; and as 
li^nailly^ indulged the anger of their 
tifended God* The prophet Nehaniah 
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testified, in his time, this violation of God's 
day; and he spoke aJso of the punish- 
ment it drew down: **/ ««%»," says he, 
" in Judah ; some treading tvine presseSj 
and bringing in sheaves y and lading cisses, 
upon the Sabbath i as also Tmne, grapes, 
and figsy and all manner of burdens ; 
which they brought into Jerusalem on 
the Sabbath day ; and I testified against 
them on the day wherein they sold 
victuals y " Then I contended Tjoith the 
nobles of Jtidahj and said unto them. 
What evil thing is this that ye do and 
frofdne the Sabbath dayf-^Did not 
your fathers thu^ ; and did not our God 
bring all this evil upon us and our city? 
yet ye bring more u^dth upon Israel by 
profaning the Sabbath.''* Sudi was die 
wicked n^lect of Grod's express com- 
mands shewn by the Jews, in the days of 
Nehemiah. At a later period of time, 
when onr blessed Saviour came into the 
world '^ to seek and to save that which 
WM Ibst ;"f they had run into an opposite 
extreme : — ^not content with observing the 

♦ Nehemiah xiii. 16, 17, 19. f L«ko xix. 10. 
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Sabbath in the simple manner which Gkxl 
commanded, they added to the original pre-" 
cept, a number of their own unmeaning 
inventions and ceremonies, whichrwere so 
difficult to be observed that they became 
extremely burdensome; — and the people 
were actually prevented doing kind actions 
on the Sabbatti, by the hypocritical in* 
junctions, of the Scribes and Pharisees. 
Thus when we find that when our blessed 
Saviour had graciously healed a sick man 
at the pool of Bethesda, " therefore did 
the Jews persecute Him^ and sought to 
slay Himy because . He had done these 
things on the Sabbath dayP'^ 

When our Lord reproved the hypocri- 
tical Jews for their pretended strictness 
and sanctity in keeping the Sabbath, — by 
his own example He taught us how it 
it ought to be observed. He instructed 
the people in the synagogues on that day^' 
and was particular -■ in observing all the 
ordinances relating to it, which Moses had 
commanded. What He objected to, was 

» John V. 16. 
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to ouliWftr4 ,p.Rpe^Mic«8 Jft .tteir ipubjfc 

worship, vhWIp theb hewrlB ¥f^«? fjtU.^ 

siaid diat no manner i:£ ymk ^K^dbs 
dose on the Sabbath, ffe : tliught ns c^hM 
it is bothlawfiil and pwdse^oir^ toip^^-. 
form ac^B of kindftew ^d eh^ilg/; j:TrHa9d 
that thpre is no kiad of woc^l^ip mtrfi'qf^r 
ceptable to the. Almighty, th^ tlmt Yii^^ 
we shew iji 4<Mng ail the good; ^^ <^ to 
those who need o^r assistai^iqe* 

It may, here, be.F^ppr that; IfhowM 
tell you, that the Sabbatii,^^ tfee Jfe^,. ?S 
observed by th^ in j^ days, of pnr 
^vipiir, and, alisp ftt thiip timg„f^ii|p9ft>a 
S^tunfey;— ajid the reagon w^y thg.ftit 
Christians chang^ thp day,/iifa*ttp &immr 
VfOf^ the resurrectioo . Qf Chript ;frTrwJiQj^ 
after having puw^iisecl the .rwl(?i} apti ftft 

of all who My i*p«wyt. by %«g 4m^)m 

Uk as a iai|8«i».for our.BwIs,,nDiEj;«g|WL 
upon jl^ie Ji^t 4&y oftll^ we^ (irj{i!^:ia 
Sunday), and ta^g^ht ,upi.hQw every sincare 
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Christian may hope, in like manner, to 
triumph over death and the grave, and 
rise again to a blessed immortality. 

The commandment which is the subject 
of my present discourse bids us ^^JB^^ 
member the Sahhath day to keep it 
holy'^ Now if there are aHy among you 
sincerely desirous of learning how to com-? 
ply with the will of your Almighty Father, 
such persons will naturally ask^i *^ How 
must the Sabbath be kept holy? — whitt 
must we do on that day?"^*-:You must, 
in the first place, be particular and regular 
in your attendance upon divine worship- 
Since you have had ws days in the week 
allowed for following your worldly con- 
e^ns, you mpust think it only right to 
devote one day in prayer and thanks*? 
giving to Him who has blessed you witli 
the time and means for attending to 
your earthly affairs; — to Him who could 
derive you at once of all human comfort, 
and make ev^ hour of your existence 
a miserable burden. You must, after 
attending the public service of your 
Creator, meditate in private, upon what 
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you have heard there ; apply it as much 
as you can to your Gsm case, and 
strengthen your pious resolutions of re- 
ligious conduct in future. If you have a 
fiunily, it is your duty to exercise it in 
private devotion, and in reading the Holy 
Scriptures. — ^If it is in your power to re- 
lieve the necessities of any of your fellow- 
creatures, the Sabbath day is most fit for 
your charitaible exertions. If you are not 
able to assist your poorer brethren by 
gifts, at least you can sometimes visit and 
comfort the sick, and nothing can be more 
praiseworthy than doing so. 

Having endeavoured to point out to you 
the principal duties you must do on the 
Sunday, we come next t6 consider, what 
is of equal importance — ^the things you 
must not do. The original commandment 
strictly forbids all manner of work or 
worldly bu»ness: — but there are a few 
matters of absolute necessity, which our 
gracious Lord has permitted us to attend to. 
He • himself asked the Pharisees, ^^ what 
man shall there he amongst you^ that shall 
have one sheep^ and if it fall into a pit 
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on the Sabbath day^ tmll he Hot la§ 
hold on it and lift it out ? — wherefore^ 
I say unto you^ it is lawful to do ivell 
on the Sabbath days.''* Now*ff it is 
wrong to do any kind of unnecessary 
work on Sunday-^how'vefy wrong, how> 
very wicked miist it be to waste that holy 
day in total, and perhaps, profligate idle^ 
ness ! — ^And yet how many people are 
there, particularly among the labouring 
classes of society itii this neighbourhood, 
who never enter a place of worship; — 
but regularly spend every Sabbath day 
in wandering about with dissolute cOm* 
panions, or still worse, in rioting and 
drunkenness! Ii^ it not dreadful to think, 
how many hundreds of thoughtless, un- 
grateful, and sinful creatures there are, 
who, having enjoyed, perhaps, the un-^ 
interrupted blessings of peace and health 
for years, have never yet devoted one 
single moment to thanking the Giver of 
all this good, for his unbounded and im^ 
deserved mercies! Is it not drfeadfiilto 
think that the eternal Son of God laid 

♦ Matt xM. 11. 
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down his life to proems the for^veness oi 
our manifold sins;— and yet, that thou<^ 
sands and thousands of men and wmnen, 
who catt themselves Christians, have never 
Mce in thdr lives breathed a single word 
of sincere thankfulness for such mercy !~- 
Mercy which wa» int^ided to save them 
from the jaws of an eterpaL hell, and pro« 
cure for them an eternal we^ht of glory I 
But, Prismiers, though such pec^Ie may 
call themselves Christians, yet I must tell 
you, that Christians they are not. They 
only are Christians who, by a regular at* 
tradance in the house of God, learn hia 
will, and duly thank Him for hi3 good* 
ness:-they only are Chrfctiana who, 
having learnt what it is required of them 
to do as Christians — ^what it is required oC 
ihem to believe as Christians ; — steadily 
and earnestly strive to keep all GodV 
Commandments, and entertain a true and 
lively faith in that blessed Saviour who is 
desirous that none should perish, biri; thai 
all should come to everlasting life. 

Now by what means is a poor and un-; 
taught labourer to learn the necessary 
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duties of his station in this world? — ^By 
coming regularly to church. Liot him be 
as ignorant as possible, if he wiD only 
attend the house of God at the appointed 
seasons of divine worship, he will, in a 
diort time, know more — ^much more than 
many people who &ncy theEuselves learned. 
He will know that whatever his past, 
life may have been, God will pardon his 
sins, if he will but deeply and sincerely 
r^ent of them, for the sake of Jesus 
Christ. — ^He will know that earnest prayer 
to the Almighty, will procure the assist- 
ance of the Holy Spirit to his efforts of 
amendment ; — ^he will know that, even in 
this world, no man can be truly happy 
who is not truly religious ; — ^he will know^ 
above all, that when this short life is 
ended ^^ all that are in the graves shall 
hear the voice ^ of Jesus, the everlasting 
Judge, ^^ a/nd shall come forth ; they that 
have done good unto the resurrection of 
life ; and they that have done evil^ unto 
the resurrection of damnation.''* Oh ! 
my Brethren, when that time shall arrive, 

John ▼• 29. 
i2 
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may it please the Gtv€9r of ^Sk goodness 
to appoint your lot vrith tlio6e who shall 
be called uAto eternal life;— ^and if it 
should be permitted us to know each oth» 
in the world to come, may I then, through 
6rod's mercy, be allowed to meet some 
of my fellow sinners, who, during an im- 
piisonment of the body^^ may have learnt, 
through the divine grace; the way to* 
secure eternal liberty and life for the 
soul. 
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SERMON XIV. 



THE FIFTH COMMANDMENT, 



Exbbus XX. 12/ 

Honour thy Father and thy Mother^ thai thy 
days may be long upon the landj which the 
Lord thy Godgiveth thee. 

* * 

These words constitute, the Fifth Com- 
mandment ; — * * The First Command* 
m&nt^' as St P^ul expresses it, ^^vnth 
profhise.-'* It is true that a general pro- 
mise of mercy was held out to those who 
paid a due r^ard to the second precept ; 
but here, the Almighty vouchsafes a par- 
ticuliur promise to the Israehtes, who, 
upon rehgiously observing this divine in-r 
junction, should enjoy a long life in the 
land to which they were journeying : and 
if we have any anxiety to obtain ad-r 

♦ Ephes. vi. 2, 
l3 
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mission to the Christian's promised land — 
to a place of eternal rest and happiness, 
where ^^ God shall wipe away all tears 
from our - eyes^ cMi there shall he no 
deaths nor sorrow ^ nor crying ;^'^ — it 
becomes both our interest and our duty 
to enquire how we are to keep this com- 
mandment, and in so doing endeavour to 
secure eternal length of days — eternal 
length of happiness. 

]f we consult the only book which can 
give us the proper informaticm, we shidl 
soon learn what the Almighty expects fiom 
usy upon this important point of our duty* 
We shall learn that we are to reverence 
amd obey our par^its ;•— «nd, if necessary, 
contribute to their maintenance ;-r-for St. 
Paul, in his epistle to the Epheskns, says, 
^^ Children obey your parents in the 
Zfordy for this is right''^ Our obe- 
dience is to be shewn to our parents, not 
only in fulfilling aU their lawful com- 
mands, but also in submitting, with g^- 
tieness^ to any proper correction which 
they may find it necessary to iniiict upon 

* Rev. xxi. 4, f Ephes. vi. 1. 
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ns; — ^kno¥diig that whatev^ pimishment 
a good father puts upon his child, it is 
int^ided to break him from his fiiults, and 
make him, in the ^id, a better man;— 
and ha^ we may askin the language of 
St. Paul, ^^ ffliat son is he whom the 
father chasteneth not P"* Many are the 
pa*sons who have gro¥^ up in the practice 
of wickediiess, and who have, afit^wardsy 
suflfered the severest punishsKfints for that 
wickedness : when both the one and the 
other might have beai avoided, had they, 
in thedr youth, only paid a proper respect 
and obedience to tbeir par^ifs. But when 
a chfld sets at defiance the wishes and in* 
junctions of his earthly parent, it will not 
be kmg before he will learn to s^ at 
nought tbe commands of his Heavcsiiy 
one; — and so bring himself to utter ruin 
both o( body and soul; I am v^ catain 
that thi»e are many persons how listemng 
to my words, who, never wbidd havebe* 
oome the inhabitants of a prison, had they 
not learned, too soon, to disregard the 
bidding and the advice of their parents. 

♦ JHeb. «u 7. 
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I have already said, that it is our duty 
to contribute, as &r as possibly lies in our 
power to the maintenance of our par^its : 
■^-«id to this we are more especially called, 
when they become incapable of earning 
their own hving. St. Paul, in writing 
to Tiniothy, says, " If any widow ha^oe 
Hhildren or nephews, let them first leam^ 
to shew piety at home and to requite 
their parens ; for this is good and ac^ 
eatable before God.''^ . ' 
, In our Saviour 8 time, there was no 
class of men more justly chargeable witji' 
deceit, hypocrisy, and almost every oth^ 
kind of wickedness, than the Pharisees. 
We find frofXL the seventh chapter of S^. 
Mark, that one kind of wicked deceit 
they ware guilty of, and which drew, down 
upon them the well-merited reproof of 
the blessed Son of God, was pretending 
to devote their BK)ney to holy purposes^ 
in order that they might be excused mainr 
taining th^ir parents. These blind and 
wicked teachers, affinned, that if a mfta 
made a vow to give to religious uses that 

• Tim..v. 4. 
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portion of his goods, which ought to be< 
set aside for the maintenance oi his pa- 
rents, he might afterwards be excused 
from keeping his vow ; — ^but he still was, 
on no account, allowed to relieve his ne- 
cessitous relations ! -r-So truly did our Lord 
declare that these men. made the word of 
God of no effect by. their traditions. Let^ 
it not be said of any of us, that we 
imitate such infitmous conduct. 

A little r^ection upon this subject would 
almost lead us to suppose that there was 
no occasion for the Almighty tcl command 
us to be grateful and obedient to our 
parents ; but thp^t nature alone would 
teach us .to love and reverence them'. 
Who was it that brought us up and pro^ 
tected lis through the dangers of our in^ 
fencyl who ane .they, that, have, often 
thrown away their coitnforts to procure us 
some advantage or enjoyment \ who are 
they whose care and wntehfulness haye 
often saved our liv^, perhaps, at the risk 
erf \tbeir own 1-?— \Yh<>> b*t our, parents! 
And yet there can be no doubt, but that 
such is the corrupt nature o€ man in every 

i4 
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respect, that k requires a direct oomma^d 
fitiQin Heayen to make us do that which, 
jk might be suj^posed, nature alone yrould 
teach us. 

The commandment which is the subject 
of this discouRfe, may be considered, how- 
ever, in a more extended sense than that 
which relates to &th^ and mother alone. 
We in« to look upon those who have rule 
and authority over us, as in some respects, 
our paraits, inasmuch as our lives and 
property are protected by their care; — 
and our vices are contrdled by their just 
authority. We are assured that " There 
ism power hut cfOod;^ every sod must 
**A« mbject imto the higher powers^'' 
and ^^ whosoever therefore resisteth the 
fofwer^ resisteth the ordinance of God; 
and they ti^at resist shall receive to 
themselves damnation.' '"^ We must abo 
payaproper respect to our spiritual guides, 
being convinced that their great object is 
the salvation of our< souls. Tlie apostle 
says to the Hebrews^ ^' Obey them that 
have the rule iDver you^ and suhmit your' 

* Rom. liii. 1 & 2« 
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8€h>e8; far they v>&lch for ymtr wiU$ 
m th(^ that must yite uocouMt; that 
they may d6 it with joy and not icith 

Now kfter coiisideri»g <iie duties^whicAi 
daklFen 0we tlidur parrats, it is riglitthat 
We shodd make some enqmiy into what is 
expected i&am parents to their duldre&« 
The duties "vrliich jj^ott, fediersandinGthers 
have to perfoitn, are pobabhf ci greater 
importance than those which yoarcUldrai 
are boond to ; since not only the life, the 
healthy and the earthly welfiire of yoiir 
offspring depend upon yon, but something 
of more Tast weight than aU these-^-^lhefr 
fixture state in another world ;-hi world 
in which' they may be permitted lo enjoy 

up like Christians ; or in which they may 
be doomed to eternal pam, throi^ your 
neglect in not teaching them the wcml and 
the fear of God. 

It is incumbent upon aH parents, in the 
firdt place, to provide what is requisite for 
their cfaSldren. A man may be so poor 
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and needy th«C he scarcely can do this, 
and he may endeavour to escusie hanse]i[ 
by pleading his poverty ;— 4)ut I would tell. 
iUch a man that if he is uuable to provide 
for his &]iuly, he did very wrong indeed 
by majrying. It is an iiidi&pensable and 
a religions duty in.a man to refrain from 
marriage, jzntil he sees some pjrospect of. 
supporting his wife and children. How 
iDiiny feoto df miserable and starving 
in&bts may we( find, brought into the 
world by tfaouj^less and foolish parents^ 
who have attended mwe to the gratifi^ 
cation of their own wishes, than to tfa^ 
probable mamtenance of a young family* 
I jt^peat it again, my Brethren, that before 
you enter into the nuuried statey you naust 
look forward to your probable .means of 
keeping a family in comfort. — Recollect 
the words of St Paul upon this matter : 
he plainly declares, that ** if any provide 
not for his own^ and specially for those 
qf his own house^ he hath denied the 
fmth and is worse than an infidel^'^ 
Now if you will remember these solemn 
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words of the apostle^ you may apply them 
in another way :-^if you are married, be 
careful that you do not spend upon your 
own unlawful pleasures, the money which 
ought to be e^^pendedin promoting the 
wel&re, both temporal and eternal, of 
those you have at home. Remember, the 
next time you are tempted by aii incli- 
nation to drink, that the priice you must 
pay for a day's intoxicatioii, Would main- 
tain all your family in bread for a week ;— 
aiid remember this also, that after one of 
these beastly fits of drinking, you are 
generally coqipdObd to be idle for some 
tii^e afbeiwards ; so that those whom it is 
your duty to support, may not only suffer 
by your drinking the money which ought 
to, have maintained them, but tliey may 
omtinue to suffer abo by your being uib- 
able to work, after your pi?Q£ligate debauch 
is over. 

It is not only your parts to provide pre^ 
sent necessaries for your children, but you 
ought likewise, if it be in yout power, to lay 
by a fiiturd provision for them. St.PMil 
said to the Corintibians, '* The children 



182 T%e I^ifth Cmnmandment 

^ught not to h^ '^fot their parent s^ hut 
the pearents f&r the children J** In Ihfe 
particular, if a parent be- helpless, cnrin 
Want, his child must, as I have already 
said, tnaintain him ; and if the dhild be ciip- 
pled, or in any way unable to earn his own 
Mving;, the parent must take care of Um. 

^ far I have explained to you the 
tem^ral dtit»es of paraits to their children ; 
nam fet me in^iress upon you the absohlte 
necesfioty of foiii^ing them up in the fear 
of God, and m the practice of religkm. 
flere it is that parents have mudi to 
imswer for. Instead of teaching theor 
duidi^en what it is that the Ahnigfaty ex- 
pects from than, they entirely, perliaps 
wiMuUy neglect it : — ^instead of instructmg 
thdr little tongues to utter a praya* to the 
'Givw of all goodness, they lead them On, 
^by their own ifreadfiil example, into the 
habitual practice of lying, cursing, and 
-blasphemy. 0£ten have I heard cluldren 
'of the t^iderest age give vent to the ikiOBt 
^iliocking oaths and noprecations, while 
'tbevown parents have stood by in :com^ 

^ * 2 Ctwr. xii. 14. 
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[4ete and wicked unconcern. But what 
is the c(Hisequence of this sinful cardess* 
ness in parents ? You may, many of you 
at least, answer this question ; while this, 
I am sure of, that if parents, in the lower 
diKSses of yfe particularly, would only be 
more carefid. to correct the wicked habks 
€f thar childr^» many a misamUe wretch 
would be saved from the gallows. It is 
weU to attend to the admcmition of your 
testament which says, ^^ Fathers ptimke 
fiot ^aur children to vyrath lest they be 
discouraged i'^-'^ut it is of equal mo* 
ment that ,you should not do them a 
serious ii\|ury by too much indulgence. 
This is the great error which people of 
your situation in life fall into. Improp^ 
indulgence to children produces num* 
b^le^ bad, consequences : — ^they become 
wicked and miserable themselves, and 
they invariably treat with neglect and 
crudty the foolish parents who have spoiled 
them. Yet so blind and silly are some pa- 
rents, moth^s in particular, that althou^ 
they may hate filtered severely from the 

« ColbBs. ui,* SI. 
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violence and brutality of their children, yet 
tliey, neverthele^, take every opportunity 
of iiidulging their vrhinis and passions 
to the greatest extent. I have kno\m one 
very remarkable instance of this : — ^A boy 
nvfaose father was desirous of bringing him 
up properly^ was made unfit for any thing 
good or usefcil, by the ridiculous fondness 
cif his mother. The boy was committed 
MS this place for a serious offence, and his 
foolish parent freqtiently requested me to 
procure him some indulgence which it was 
not proper to grant. Very soon after the 
liberation of this wicked lad, in a fit of 
passion, he broke his mother's arm, and 
she concealed the circumstance lest her 
abandoned son should be brought to trouble 
for it. 

To conclude,- my Brethren, let me re- 
mind both you who are parents, and you 
y<^o are children, of the great and imt- 
portant duties, which, in your respective 
diaracters, you have to perform. Chil- 
dren who are duly kind and obedient to 
their parents, can hardly fail of making 
good christiaxbr; and parents who are 
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thoughtful and anxious about the real 
welfare of their children, may justly think 
that, let what will happen, they have 
acted their parts, and endeavoured to 
bring up their offspring not only with a 
creditable worldly appearance, but *'/w 
the nurture and adm^mitian of the 
LardT'^ 

* Ephes. yi. 4. 
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THE SIXTH COMMANDBfEHT. 

£X0DI7S XX. 13. 
7%o« shah not kilL 

• 

In these words we recdve the Sixth 
great Commandment^ which appears, at 
first, so simple, and so perfectly easy of 
comprehension, that it might be thought 
unneoessary to dwell very long upon it; 
particularly as, you wiU be ready to say, 
that not one man in ten thousand is ever 
fikdy to break it. I trust, Prisoners, that 
none among yoa will ever be driven to 
such desperate wickedness ; and, I doubt 
not, but that every man who now heats 
me, will be saying, or thinking to 
himself, ^^Well, thank God, whatever 
other crimes I may be led into, Murder 
shall nevar be laid to my chaige." But if 
you would be certain of avoiding the 
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commission of such a dreadful siu, there 
are many other, though smaller, sins which 
you must first get rid of completely : — ^I 
mean such sins as drunkenness, lewdness, 
and Sabbath-breaking ; because these of- 
fences, if wilfully indu%ed, may, at any 
moment, lead to murder. Besides, this 
commandment hd3, in reality, a much 
wider meaning than, at first, it appears to 
have. It is not only wilful and direct 
Hmrder which is forbidden, but likewise 
all those sinful passions which lead to it^ 
and indeed partake of its nature* These 
passions are, principally, hatred and un- 
n^essary oc revengeful anger: in &ct; 
all lands of conduct likely to produce 
either a designed or accidental loss of 
hmnan life, are, in the words of my te^iit, 
as strongly forbidden as murder itself. 

Among all the corrupt passions which 
are so offensive in the sight of the AJ- 
mighty^-^-find, at the same time, so nearly 
allied to the commission of actual slaughter 
— H)ne that I have already mentioned, viz., 
hatred, certainly stands in the foremost 
rank. Upon this subject listen to the 
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words of the blessed Apostle, St Jolin^ 

^^ fFhosoever hdteth his brother is a 

murderer, mid ye k^uno that no mJUT' 

derer hath eternal life abiding in him^''^. 

This 18^ certainly, language easily underr 

9tood : — among Chrisdans, aU men are, or 

should be, brethren; and he, therefore, 

who hateth any one is called by the 

Aposde, '* a murderer ^'^ And such a 

man, no doubt, is' a murderer— in his 

heart: he would do eveiy injury that he 

dard to the oh^ect of hk hatred; and, 

were it not for his fear of the law, who 

can say whethq*, t5 gratify his diabolical 

passion, he would hesitate to shed the 

blood of his fellow creature! Read the 

history of the Patriarch Joseph, which 

beghns at the 37th chapter of Genesis; 

ther^ yoii will, at once, see what are the 

Sid consequences produced by hatted. 

At firsts the sons of Jacob shewed their 

want of brotherly affection to Jqsqph by 

speaking unkindly to faim : ^^ They hated 

kirn, and could not speak peacea£ly to 

him'' We afterwajrdr find that their in-» 

♦ 1 John iiu 15. ^ 
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dulged hatred increased to sndi a d^ree, 
and 90 completely obtained the mastery over 
their reason, that when Joseph went to seek 
them in the fields, at the command of his 
fittfaer, seeing him approach they '^ Can'- 
spired against him to slay Jdm^ Ren- 
ben, howevw, who had still some affection 
for his brother remaimng, saved tiim from 
immediate death, though he could not 
prevast his being carried away, as a slave, 
into E^ypt. This story shews how care- 
fiol every man ought to be to drive fttxn 
his breast any thing like the feeling of 
hatred, lest his ungodly passion, like the 
hatred of Josqih^s brethren, should incur 
tbe guilt even of a double murder; — ^for 
in their case, not only was the innocent 
Joseph likely to be the victim of their 
cmelty, but thdr &ther also might have 
been killed l^ grief for the loss of his 
fiivourite child. Once more then, my 
Brethren, let me earnestly warn you' 
against inducing the deadly vice of 
hatred. What kind of men are they who 
nourish hatred? Scripture will answer 
^^ the blood-thirsty r in the book of 
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Proverbs you will read, that " the bloodr 
tmrsty hate the upright ;^'*'^\^xkg hypo* 
elites; for St John says, ^^Ifa mansoy^ 
I love Godj and hateth his hrothotj he ^ 
a liar.'''\ Take heed then to yourselvesy 
lest you should hereafter be numbered 
amon^ those whom the word of God 
denounces as liars and blood-thirsty. 

I mentioned, in the fonner part of my 
sermon, mmecessary or revengeful anger 
as nearly aUied to, and likely to end iui 
murder. Our Saviour declares this truth 
in his own words, which are, ** Ye haw 
heard that it was said by them of old 
timey thou shalt not hill; and whosoever 
shall killj shall be in danger of the 
judgment; but I say unto youy that 
whosoever is angry with his brother 
without a causoj shall be in danger of 
thejydgm^nt.^'X Now some people thCTe 
are who, with a little knowledge of 
Scripture, frequently misunderstand it; 
and, being ** unlearned j and unstable^ 
wrest it unto their own, destruction ;^'§ 

♦ Pror. MIX. 10. t 1 J<*» !▼• 90. 

X JSMU ▼. 21, 22. § 2 Peter iiU 16. 
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these may say thalt St. Paul writes tlius 
to the Ephesians, **. Be ye an^^ and 

dn not I but let them look also to the 

• 

conclusion of the verse, which cautions 
you not to let " the sun go down upon 
your rvrath.^ Anger is natural to man- 
kind, and therefore most people will 
sometimes feel its influence :— our anger 
may be frequently excited by unjust or 
cruel treatment of ourselves — by witness- 
ing improper conduct in others — or by 
some sudden affront, lb all cases like 
these, the Apostle seems to permit the 
shewing of a just degree of anger ; but 
we must be careful that we do not allow 
it to rise too high — ^we must be careful 
that we do not allow it to endure too 
long; if we should do eithet the one or 
the other— if we should let a feeling of 
malice or revenge enter our hearts — or if 
we should let tlie day close before our 
anger should be appeased, then we are 
cOTimitting sin, arid ofTeriding that God 
who declares, " Vengeance is mineTf 
then we are giving way to passions wMch 

* fepbes. iv. 26. t Rom. xii. 19. 
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may so far overcome our better feelings, 
that violence and perhaps death may be 
the consequence. Be watchfiil, therefore, 
over your tempers ; check, as much as 
possible, the irritating taunt, or the angry 
reply; " Let all btttemessj and tcrathi 
and anger f and clamour ^ and evil speaJe^' 
ing^ he put away from you;''* for 
nothing can be more true than the saying 
in thfe book of Proverbs, that " He who 
is slow to anger, is better than the 
mighty. ''"f It was by giving way to their 
anger that Simeon and Levi, the sons of 
Jacob, incurred their father's curse when 
he lay upon his death-bed: " Cursed be 
their anger ^^ said he **ybr it wa^ fierce^ 
and their vyrath^for it was cruel.' '^ 

It must not be forgotten that, in ihvS 
contmiandmait, the crime of suicide, or 
self-murder, is forbidden. We have no 
more right to slay ourselves than we have 
to kill another; since God called us into 
existence^ not that we might put an end 
to it at our own pleasure, but that we 

♦ Ephes. iv. 31. ' t Pror. xti, 32, 

J Gen. xlix. 7. ' 

K 
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might fulfil his designs; — that we might 
devote it to the religious observance of 
those duties which, in our various stations, 
we are bound to. It is, therefore, flying 
in the face of God's providence when we 
leave this world before our time, and 
present ourselves at his judgment-seat 
uncalled. We find no ihstances, in 
Scripture, of men committing this crime, 
except such as those related of Saul and 
Judas; the former of whom was a dis- 
contented, envious, and disobedient cha- 
racter; the latter, for a sum of money, 
betrayed into the hands of his crudest 
enemies the everlasting Saviour of the 
world. 

If a man be desirous of keeping himself 
innocent of every thing connected with 
the breach of this commandment, he must, 
as I have already observed, be particularly 
cautious how he indulges in any sin which 
may, in the end, lead to it. Many of you, 
no doubt, have heard, or read, of unfortu- 
nate women who have been tried for their 
lives for murdering their own infants. 
Numbers of poor creatures have suffered 
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the dreadful penalty of this kind of 
murder; and y^hat must that man think, 
therefore, who has been the selfish and 
wicked cause of such horrible conse- 
quences! How must such a man, if he 
have any sense of religion, or even of 
common feelii]^ left in him, curse the hour 
whai he gave himself up to ^^ his own 
heart's litsf* He will think that, 
but fw his wickedness, the murder of an 
ijwocent babe would never have happened, 
oor would the. woman, whom he pretended 
to love, have . forfeited her life at Ihe 
gpllows! Now do you not see, Prisoners, 
from what I have just said, how easily a 
man, who would shudder at the bare 
thought cdf doing a direct murder, may 
be the wicked cause of one, by yielding 
to the sin of lewdness"^ There are, I 
fear, only too many among you whose 
habits of life, if not amended, may very 
likely, at some time or other, be the 
cause of a murder of this kind. Reform 
your lives then while yet you are innocent 
in this particular. Strive to conquer this 

* Psahn Ixzxu 19L 
k2 
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these may say thalt St. Paul writes tlius 
to the Ephesians, **. Be ye angry ^ and 

gin not I but let them look also to the 
conclusion of the verse, which cautions 
you not to let " the sun go down upon 
yofwr wrath.* Anger is natural to man- 
kind, and therefore most people will 
sometimes feel its influence :— our anger 
may be frequently excited by unjust or 
cruel treatment of ourselves— by witness- 
ing improper conduct in others^ — oi* by 
some sudden affront. Ift all cases like 
these, the Apostle seems to permit the 
shewing of a just degree of anger; but 
we must be careful that we do not allow 
it to rise too high — ^we must be careful 
that we do not allow it to endure too 
long; if we should do eithet the one or 
the other— if we should let a feeling of 
malice or revenge enter our hearts — or if 
we should let tlie day close before our 
anger should be appeased, then we are 
committing sin, arid ofTeriding that God 
who declares, " Vengeance is miner\ 
then we are giving way to passions wMch 

♦ fepbes. iv. 26. t ^o™* ™- ^^* 
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may so far overcome bur better feelings,* 
that violence and perhaps death may be 
the consequence. Be watchful, therefore, 
over your tempers; check, as much as 
possible, the irritating taunt, or the angry 
reply ; " Let all bitterness, and wrathy 
and anger y and clamour y and evil speak" 
ingy he put away from gou^* for 
nothing can be more true than the saying 
in thte book of Proverbs, that '* He who 
is slow to anger, is better than the 
mighty''^ It was by giving way to their 
anger that Simeon and Levi, the sons of 
Jacob, incurred their father's curse when 
he lay upon his death-bed: ** Cursed be 
their anger, ^' said he "jTor it wa^ fierce, 
and their wrath, far it was cruel.' '^ 

It must not be forgotten that, in thigf 
commandmait, the crime of suicide, or 
self-murder, is forbidden. We have no 
more right to slay ourselves than we have 
to kill another; since Grod called us into 
existence, not that we might put an end 
to it at our own pleasure, but that we 

* Ephes. iv. 31. ' f Pror. xti. 32, 

$ Gen, xlix. 7. ' 

K 
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haired; leam to ciMrb your tnger; " Re^ 
tampense to no man emlfor evU; if it 
he p&^sible, as much as lieth in yoA^ Uce 
peaceably with all men. Dearly beloved^ 
avenge not yourselves, but rather give 
place unto wrath; for it is Written, 
vengeance is mine, I willlfepay saith the 
Lard.''* Attend to these instructions d* 
the holy apostle^ and then you need not 
fear being overpoweifed by hatred oir* 
anger. And once more let me lii^ yon 
to put a bridle upon your lust. RecoUedt 
that, in itself, it is an especial object of the 
Almighty's detestaticm; and that, by thfe- 
mouth of his servant St^ Paul, He has 
solemnly declared that they who indui^ 
in it ^^ Shall not inherit the kingdom of 
Heaven ;'\ and how nmch more will He 
punish it, then, if , in the end^ it should 
drive one of your fellow creatures to 
commit the crime of murder! * 

♦ Rom. xii. 17, 18, 19. f ^ ^or. vi. 9. 



SERMON XVI. 



THE SEVENTH COMMANDMENT. 



Exodus xx. 14. 
Thou shalt not commit Adultery. 

The last of the sacred precepts wlHch I 
endeavoured to explain to you, Prisoners, 
was ^at which forUds the. dreadful crime 
of murder. We now have arrived at the 
consideration of the Seventh Command- 
meat, which warns us against another 
orime of a complexion almost as serious in 
its consequences to our neighbours, and 
equally sinful in the sight of Grod. 

Since, no doubt, you all prqfess to be 
Christians, I have endeavoured to enforce 
upon your minds the necessity of prac- 
tising the duties of your profession, by 
placing before you the express deckm*- 
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tions of Holy Scripture respeeting them, 
and if, as ChristiaDs, you receive thoee 
declarations in the manner you ought, 
you will have no possible excuse left for 
neglecting their observance. You are 
made fiiUy acquainted with the will of the 
Almighty respecting your^conduct, there- 
fore you cannot plead ignorance as your 
apology for wickedness ; — ^you are fre- 
quently and earnestly reminded of the 
punishment which unrepented sin will ea- 
counter in another world, so that ycNi 
cannot say, with truth, that you are not 
forewarned of its consequences. 

In the hope, however, that therw are 
some persons here filled with a rel^oUs 
anxiety to obtain still further inforsaatian 
respecting their Christian duties, I will, by 
the Divine permission, assist th^m in the 
Search, and proceed to a consideration of 
the Seventh Commandment. 

I trust that there is but little oocasion 
for me to hold up to your abhorrence the 
crime of adultery in its direct and more 
serious form : — bad as the world is, and 
wicked as every cla^ of people may be, 
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I trust, that in this conntiy, there are not 
iHMuay individuals who would provoke the 
rAbnigfaty anger, by committing this of- 
fence. Under the constitution which Moses, 
by the Divine order, gave to the Israielitei, 
adulteiy was punished with death*— r*' The 
m/cm that cammitteth adultery with 
another man^s wife; even he that cam" 
mitteth adultery with his neighbour^ 
wtfe^ the (jidulterer and the adulteress 
shall surely be put to death.'' ^ This 
sentence of earthly punishment you will 
.find in the 20th chapter of Leviticus. 
But who, that is a real Christian, will 
deliberately and wickedly dare to incur 
ihe paialty of aa 'hereafter I Although 
the greater nutnber of offences which meti 
commit against each other, are punished 
by the provisions of human law; it mfay, 
periuqps, be 'lamented that the crime of 
adujtery is'^one which escapes with com- 
parative impunity ;— rand tiiere are, no 
doubt, some ungodly wretches who will 
v^ture to injure their ni^ighbours by the 
potemission of this deadly outrage upcm 

♦Lev. XX. 10; . ; 

S.4 
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them» ivhen they ivonld have been cardfifl 
to avoid it) had hxjsBsisxa josliiQe provkbd 
a suffident pmmfameDt. SHch pecqpfe, 
howevw, ^^wUl verUff hofw iheir Te^ 
ward;'' thdr eooduct cmly proves >wiiat 
little influeace ike Um of God have 
upon their hearts, lind faow ^iv^k their 
feith is. in that holy word, ifihidi/ fere^ 
seeing, as it were, the insi^cieMy «f 
hiunaii precepti^ has tiipvessty dedaied 
by the mouth of St. Paul^ that, " Whofi^ 
mangers ai^ adulter ersQoB^vyill judge''* 
When our Saviour came into the woiM, 
one of the most important doctrines which 
He taught mankind, was the necessity of 
worshipping Grod "/» spirit and in 
ttuth' \ It is not sufficiait to be cmt^ 
«?arc?/y decent in our conduct r^^—reii^ii 
must dwell in our hearts ; unless we en^ 
deavour to keep them purb, and si& free 
as possible from corrupt inclinations^ our 
outside appearance is quite worthless. It 
was in agreement with this doctrine i^ 
the necessity of jnicartf goodness, that 
Jesus Christ so impressively told us, thirt 

♦ Heb. xiii. 4. f John iv. 24. 



\ 
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'* Iflwsaeeer looketh upon a woman to 
iust after her^ hath eommiited adultery 
with her alreadjf in kis heart.''* Many 
persons vrill be cautious how they give 
way to their passions, lest they should 
incur some worldly disadvantage; — ^but 
many would indulge thanselves, if they 
could only be sure that their sin would 
Tiever be prodaimed to the world. These 
are the perscms wh6m St. Peter speaks of, 
as " Hamng eyes full (jf adultery ;"f 
-^-4hese are the persons, who, being pre- 
vented the Outward commission of the 
crime, either by the fear of discovery, or 
the want of opportunity, are nevertheless 
guilty of adultery' in their hearts ; — giving 
way, as they do, to every impure ima- 
ginaflion, and longing for an occasion to 
gratify their unbridled aj^tites. 

In discoursing upon this Commandment, 
it is quite necessary that I should explain 
to. you, haw far, in the eye of God, the 
crime of adultery ^ctends. It is not only 
Ac having unlawful connection with the 
wife car husband of another, that con- 

♦ Matt ▼.27. t 2 Pet. ii. 14. 
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stitutea this offence; it is having unki/rful 
Cfomection with any one, which in the 
sense of the Scripture, is called adultery 
-^^^ Be not deeeivedj*' says SL Paul, 
*^ neither fomicatorSj nor idolaiersj nor 
udulterer^j shall inherit the kingdom of 
Godr* — Again, any man or wonaan who 
shall marry, having another wife or hus^ 
hand alive, is guilty of adultery ; — ^foar the 
plain directicm of the Apostle is this, f^ To 
utmd fornication^ let every man hasoe 
his own wife; and let every wom^an 
have her own husband i*''^ — and. a still 
plainer doctrine of our Uessed Saviour 
htmself, is, ^^ TFhosoever putteth away 
hh wife and marrieth another^ com* 
mitteth adultery; and whosoever mar-' 
rieth her that is put away from her 
husband, cammitteth adultery. ' ' | Now, 
these words of Jesus Christ are s^ at 
defiance only too oflten. — ^It is only too 
common among the lower orders of people 
for a man to drive away fixsn him, by ill 
treatment, his own wife, that he may form 

♦ 1 Cor. vi. 9. fl Cor. vii. 2, 

^ Luke xyi, 18. 
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a connection with some other woman ; — 
and frequently, in these cases, the poor 
wife deserted by him who had sworn to 
loye and cherish her, is led into, or in 
a manner compelled to the commission of, 
a crime similar to her abandoned hus- 
band's. What, again, can be a more 
open violation of our Lord's instructions, 
tlian the disgraceAil and wicked conduct 
we so often read of in the newspapers 1 — 
A man will bring his ^fe into the market 
place and pretend to sell h^r, and say 
that such a brutal piece of conduct is 
permitted by the laws of the land. I tell 
you, my Brethren, this opmion is fidse 
and ridiculous in the greatest degree ; — 
this proceeding is equally opposed to the 
laws of your country, and the precepts of 
your religion. Without mentioning the 
imfeeling cruelty of treating a poor, and 
perhaps, unoffending female, no. better 
than one ci the brute creation; — such 

^ A. 

conduct is nothing less than an open, 
(^ameful, and beastly exhibition t)f the 
mo9t wicked adultery. 
If you woulcj wish to preserve your 
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selves from this heiuous 3ini it will be 
necessary that you should keep a strict 
watch over your thoughts, and as careful 
a control over your conduct. Keep a 
watch over your thoughts, because with 
them, in the secret recesses of your breasts^ 
originates almost every sin ;r-^' Out of 
the heart proceed wmrders^ adulteriee^ 
fomioatums^ thqfts^fahe witness^ hlae* 
phemies''^ If you indulge a habit oi 
naeditating upon any wickedness, it will 
not be long before you are inclined to the 
commissian of it. If you allow the devil to 
enter into your souls, he will soon possess 
the. dominion over yo^r body, and, , in 
the end, bring you to perdition of both. 
Now to prevent bad thoughts rising in 
your mind, never be idle. Idleness, you 
all know, is the root of every kind of evil, 
and more particuhiiy of that great one, 
upon which I am now addressing you. 
The prophet Ezekiel says, that idleness 
was one of the great sins of Sodom :<-- 
^^Beholdy-' cries the holy man, "iAtr 
was the iniquity of. Sodom; pride^fuL 

*^ Matt. ZY. 19« 



nes$ of hread, and almiidmiie of idh' 
ness was in her and in her demghleny* 
If you have any ivisk, ther^ore, to r^»- 
late your oondtict by the only perfect 
guide — ^religion, — 'guard againstidfenedSh^- 
guard too, i/dth equal c^e, agaiort dnink- 
enuess. — ^This latter ungodly, but oJaumion 
vice, I have warned you of rqieatedly ;— •- 
I4iave shewn you, that like idleQe8s,^it may 
serve as a door for ^ery kind of enme 
to enter; and it:is^ in particular^ the sure 
path that leads to uucleautess and adul- 
tery. '' Look noty' tfaen^ ^^ vptm the 
wine whenitis red; when it gipeth kia 
4Hfhur to the cup:;' '^ and when you call 
to mind, ** The time past qf yjour life 
when you walked in lascimousnes^y lusU^ 
eafcess qfwineyTe&dlingSj banquistHng^i 
and abondnahie idoltiries ;''prHteo(^ecl 
also, the evil consequences, of such an 
unchristian life, ^and think upon, it with 
sincere sorrow and imfeign€|d fepeAtmic^ 
do not allow yourselves to be reckoped 
any longer among ifaose, ^^^JfThp being 



+ 1 Peter iy. 8. 
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m 

past fe^ingi ha'ee gioen fhenkselves aver 
nnto lasemcusnesSi to work all uneleanr 
1MSS fjoith ffreedinessJ'^ 

Do not, my Christian friends, if so you 
-call yourselves; do not be the cause of 
bad thoughts, and bad conduct in others, 
by* indulging yourselves in inunodest or 
-knproper conversation. No one can tell 
how many young and ignorant persws 
have been led into the ccnnmission . of 
impure and serious crimes, iparely by 
listening to the profligate and wicked talk 
of persons old enough, and sufficiently in^ 
fimned, to be capable of better conduct.-^ 
Therefore, if you value your own aoul^ 
if you have any pity for the souls of those 
who are yet young and iimocent, ^^ Let 
no corrupt communication proceed out 
of your mouth, but that which is good to 
the use of edifying ;'\— -but fornicaiion 
ofnd all unclednness^ let it not be once 
mamed among. you, as becometh saMi^.^'X 

I know, very well. Prisoners, that all 
the* <^enceff forbidden by the Seventh 

• Eplies. ir. 19, f Ephes. iv* 29, 
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CommandmeiiC, are not regarded in the 
smous light which they i^uld be;*-^ 
know that men who are anmous to keep 
their ''bodies in temperance, soberness, 
and chastity," have not only to struggle 
with the corruptions of their own nature ; 
but to contend, also, with the scorn and 
ridicule of the wicked ; who, unable, or 
rather unwilling, to tread the' paths of 
religion themselves, are frequently ill- 
natured and malicious against those who 
endeavour to seek the right way. — But, 
my friends, if you are really anxious " To 
seek the Lard while he may he found i^* 
— to " Fight the good fight of faiths 
and quit yourselves like fnen,"f— you 
surely will never regard the sneer of a 
vicious profligate — of one, who envious of 
your religious superiority, and your Gkxily 
peace of mind, would endeavour to bring 
you down to his own level — ^both of out- 
ward character and inward uneasinesi. 
If your principal thoughts are bent, as 
they should be, upon securing the happi- 
ness of a world to come, you will only 

♦ Isaiah, Iv, 6. fl Tim. vi. 1% 
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troat with contempt aad pity the e^OfttB 
zoade by the poor creatures oi this wor]d> 
the servants of the* prince of darkness^ 
Our Savioiu' has most truly siud, that iii 
this ' ' world you shall have tribulation ; '* 
and few things — ^few temptations will be die 
cause of more tribulaticm in your spiritual 
warfare, , than the frequent temptations to 
lewdness : but rely upon it, my Brethren, 
that if you use yaur utmost mdeavoUFS 
to resist these snares of the devil; — and 
if you earnestly and sincerely pray for the 
assistance of God's Holy Spirit — your 
supplications will be heard; for, ^' God 
isfmthful^ who will not.svffer you to be 
tempted abope that ye are able; buf 
willy with the temptation^ also ntake a 
way to escape, that ye may be able to 
bear it ''^ 

Before I conclude, I must, particulwly 
and earnestly, entreat your attention, my 
ftmale hearers, to what I have said. Some 
of you having lived upon the wages of pros- 
titution, have perhaps lost the r^ard of 
your earthly friends, and, in the coossi^ 

* Jehu xTi. 33, f 1 Con x. 13. 
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quences of your sin, have undergone sof^ 
ferings of the most painful nature, both to 
Hand and body. For a time the wages of 
your sin may have be» gratifying to the 
d^ravity of your nature ;^— but now is 
the time to recoUeet that there are other 
wages wliich Jesus Christ mentions >^ 
the wages of eternal death. If the miaay 
you have brought upon youredves here 
be so great, how ^11 you think of die 
torments which unrepented sin is doomed 
to encounter in another world! If you 
have lost the affection of an earthly pa- 
rent, by your profligate conduct, how will 
you like to be deserted for ever by your 
Heavenly Father ! But there still is hope 
even for you: — ^there is still forgiveness 
on High for those who heartily, and sin- 
cerely, and lastingly repent. Although 
every earthly friend may forsake the 
wretched and perishing victim of lust, 
there is still a sure friend above who will 
pardon all that is past, for the sake of 
Him who died for us on the cross, if the 
GDjiner will only truly repent — and shew 
forth the sincerity of that repentance, by 
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a religioiis life and ccndact for the time to 
ocxne. 

' Let me then sappiicate you, one and all, 
onale and female, to think upon what I have 
said. Do not allowmy poor ^orts among 
you to be entirely thrown away. — ^Do not 
let me still have occasion to ^^ Bewail 
many which have sinned already j and 
have not repented of the undeanness^ 
andfoTTiication^ and laedmousness which 
they have committed.''* 

♦ % Cor. xii. 21. 
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THE EIGHTH COMMANDMENT. 



Exodus xx. 16. 
Thau shalt not steal. 

I HAVE now come to a consideration of 
the Eighth Commandment ; adisr^ardto 
which is the shocking cause of filling our 
prisons with such numbers of unfortunate 
sinners; — ^the shocking cause of bringing 
so many wretched creatures to an untimely, 
end, by the dreadful, but necessary, pu- : 
nishment of the law ; — ^the shocking cause • 
d£ many habitual and wilful crimes never 
repented of in this world — ^perhaps never , 
fcMgiven in another. 

When I look round me in this place, it 
appears only too plain, that the laws of 
men are insufficient to check the practice 
of ^^ picking and stealing/' Although 
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almost every offence of this nature is found 
out sooner or later ; and, although punish- 
ment, more or less severe, always follows 
detection, still men, women, and children, 
are continually led into these dangerous 
and iniquitous habits. 

It would seem then. Prisoners, that you 
have little or no regard for human laws : 
the dread of detection-H>f being disgraced 
and punished by your fellow creatures — ^is 
either never felt by you, or never cared 
for ; and it is also only too evident, that 
you can know very little of the religion 
which Jesus Christ taught us — although, 
no doubt, you would feel very much hurt 
if any one were to suppose that you are 
not Christians. But I must tell you, that 
they only are Christians who earnestly 
strive to keep God's Conmiandments ; and 
I will ask you whether yoii have seriously 
endeavoured tp do sol I will ask you 
whether, looking back upon your past 
lives, and looking inwardly into your 
hearts and consdimces at this memeatj 
wheth^ you are, whether you can? call 
younselves sincere foUowers of Him who 
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left *^ you an example that ye should 
jf allow his steps f'^ I leave this ques- 
tioa to be answered by your own souk; 
afid I will proceed to say, that however it 
inay be with the greatest part of you, I 
totust there arel scnne few who have learned 
to be sorry for their past misdeeds ; — some 
few who are awakaied to the necessity of 
cherishing a lively faith in God^s word, 
and of practising their religious duties — in 
short, to the necessity of being Christians 
indeed. 

In the fervent h(^, therefore, of fixing 
more deeply the good rebo}uti(»)s of such 
people, and of rousing, possibly, the care- 
less sinner to a sense of his danger, I will, 
by the permission of Almighty Grod, lay 
bdbre you those * threatenings and pro- 
mises €^ the Bible which are connected 
with the violation and observance of this 
precept. 

Besides the express words in the book 
of Exodus which forbid stealing, you will 
also find many other passages of Holy 

♦ 1 Peter ii. 21. 
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Scripture equally plain. In the book of 
Leviticus, for instance, at the nineteenth 
chapter, you may read, ^^ Ye shall not 
steal J neither deaJ/alselff^'' and again, in 
the verse but one following, ^* Thou shalt 
not defraud thy neighbour^ neither rob 
him''* In another place of Scripture you 
may find, ^^ the robbery of the wicked 
shall deHroy them^'f a threat which we 
all know is terribly fulfilled upon scHne 
poor wretch almost every week. Can a 
person take up a newspaper without find- 
ing in it, too often, the story of a miserable 
creature's execution for fraud or robbery 1 
One who had been the child, perhaps, of 
decent and religious parents, but who, 
from too much indulgence or carelessness 
on their part, or from his own bad dispo* 
sition, had been led on from small ofienees 
to great crimes ; until, to the disgrace of 
his &mily, and his own destruction, he has 
found himself, at last, standing under the 
hangman's ' rope — an awful example to 
gazing thousand8,-*^n awAiI example of 

* Levit xix. 11, 13. f P'ov. xxi. 7. 
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the truth which I have abeady mentioned 
to you, that '* the rohhery of the wicked 
^all destroy themJ^ 

Now if we could learn every particular 
of such a misled sinner's life, we should 
probably discover that he began the 
]lractice of stealing in a very trifling way 
-—as it appeared to him, at least; — ^he 
Would commence, perhaps, by pilfering 
some small articles belonging" to his pa- 
rents; the next step would be the robbery 
of gardens and orchards : — ^for these things 
he might escape punishment, and that 
would be worse for him; but, growing 
bolder by success, and becoming more 
hardened to whatever good advice may be 
offered to him, he soon learns to attempt 
more serious plunder. He becomes ac- 
quainted with all the bad characters in his 
neighbourhood ;— -with them he spends 
night after night no one can tell how— 
though every one must know that it is in 
wickedness of some kind. His parents, 
now becoming sa[isible of his dangerous 
courses, may entreat him to forsake his 
kicked comrades ; but their entreaties are 



218 The Eighth Commandment. 

useless. He goes on headlong in his 
career of infamy until the strong arm of 
the law seizes him, when he least expects 
it; and he has time and opportunity, in a 
prison, to grieve over his foUy and his 
crimes, and, if he will, to repent and 
become a good man. He has now arrived 
at that point in his journey through life at 
which he may choose between two paths : 
one will lead him into the way of righteous- 
ness, peace and eternal happiness in Hea- 
ven ; the other will take him into the high 
road of destruction. Into this latter path he 
will perhaps be tempted by the wicked 
conversation and bad advice of his more 
hardened fellow-prisoners — ^by their tales 
of successful villainy, and by thdr repre- 
sentations that, although caught this time, 
he may escape in future. He listens to 
them, turns a deaf ear to all religious 
advice, and employs the time of his im- 
prisonment in laying plans for future 
robbery. His period of confinement be- 
ing over, he is once more, we will sup- 
pose, turned loose into the world — ^more 
wicked, more cunning, and therefore more 
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dangerous, than ever. He soon puts his 
newly acquired knowledge into practice- 
is for a time successful and undiscovered ; 
but at last, thrown off his guard by this 
very success which the devil helps him to, 
in order to have his soul more secure, he 
forgets his caution, and ventures upon 
some more serious and daring outrage, 
which is immediately discovered : — ^a pri- 
son is once more his abiding place, and he 
only quits it, this time, to go into perpe- 
tual banishment from his native country, 
or to be led to his well-merited punish- 
ment at the gallows. Thus closes his 
earthly course: — ^what may be his fate 
in a world to come is known only to 
Hina whose word has declared that no 
** THIEVES, nor covetous, nor remlers, 
nor extortioners, shall inherit the King-- 
dam of God:'* 

There are many people among you who, 
I am sure, would shudder at the thoughts 
of committing an open robbery ; but who 
would not be very averse to a little fraud, 
a tittle cheating. But a little fraud, or a 

♦ 1 Cor. xi. 10. 

l2 
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little cheating, is frequently more serious 
in its injury to our fellow creatures than a 
barefaced robbery would be. The latter 
we may guard against by a proper caution 
and prudence ; but who can preserve him- 
self from the cunning cheat who, with an 
outside of honesty and fiiir professions, 
conceals a heart ftdl of deceit and fraud? 
Who can provide against un&ir weights 
and measures, particularly when they are 
used by those very persons whom we have 
always considered honest and upright? 
No one. Therefore the Almighty has 
declared his particular detestation of such 
wickedness, " Divers weights and divers 
measures^ both of them are alike abomi' 
nation to the Liord.^'* St. Paul com- 
mands ^^ That no man go beyond and 
defraud his brother in any m^tter^ be- 
catise the Lord is the avenger of all 
such, as we have aho forewarned you 
and testified.'' f And at the same time, 
if God has declared his abhorrence of 
fraud and deceit in men's dealings with 
each other, He has also expressed his 

♦Prov. XX. 10. fl'Hiess. v. 6. 
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approbation of fairness and honesty— for 
in the book of Proverbs it is said, that 
^^ a just weight and balance are the 
Lord's.''* Within the meaning of this 
commandment must be reckoned the with- 
holding from any person what is justly his 
due; for to keep back from a man that 
which is owing to him, in the course of 
trade, is nothing less than robbery. 
<* BehoU^^' says St. James, " the hire 
of the labourers which have reaped 
down your fields^ which is of you hept 
back by frauds crieth ; and the cries of 
them which have reaped are entered 
into the ears of the Lard of Sahaoth''\ 
Now if there should be, in this congre- 
gation, any persons who at length see the 
utter folly and misery of persevering any 
longer in a course of cheating and 
robbery; and who, moreover, feel the 
necessity of obtaining pardon from the 
Almighty for the misdeeds they have' 

• • • • 

committed, — ^I must tell such persons, that 
the first step towards am^idment is giving 
back, if it be possible, whatever may have 

♦ Prov. xvi. 11. f James v. 4. 

l3 
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been gained by treachery or violence. If 
you are sincere in your wish to reform, 
this Ttmst be don<s, and will be done. Do 
not think that your supplications for mercy 
will be heard at the throne of grace, while, 
yon are still in possession of what is not 
yoiir own : restore to every one his right, 
and then you niay hope for foigiveness ; 
for, according to the Prophet Ezekiel, 
^^ If the wicked restore the pledge ; give 
again that he hath robbed; walk in the 
statutes of life without conmitting ini^ 
qnitg / he shall surely live^ he shall not 
die.''* In order to avoid &lling, once 
more, into the wickedness which brings so 
many unfinlunate persons to a place like 
tins, be sure : to keep out of the way of 
those who may, formerly, have encouraged 
your bad practices, and who, most cer- 
tainly, would again lead you into sin. 
WeU might the inspired writer of the 
bec^ of Proverbs declare that *^ whoso is 
pairtner with a thief hateth his own 
soul:''* As it was when* the book of 
Proverbs* waa written, nearly 3000 years 

• Esekiel xxxiii. 15. f Prov. xxiz. 24. 
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ago, 80 it is now, and erer will be; bad 
company will lead every one into sin. 
Whenever I have enquired from the un- 
fortunate people who are sent here to be 
tried fw stealing, the cause which brought 
them into sueh a disgraceful situation, I 
have almost always been told that it was 
either bad company or drinking; aiid.| 
am quite satisfied that iq)on these occar 
sions I have been told the truth; for bad 
company soon makes every kind of vice 
and sin familiar to a man, while drinking 
takes away from him his reason, so that, 
like a beast, he may do any thing without 
being sensible of the consequences. 

Some people are so dead to all sense of 
religion — so unaffected by the punishments 
which their past offences have brought 
upcm them — ^that evMi here^ while they 
are imdergoing a deserved recoihpense of 
their crimes, they seize every opportunity 
of wronging some poor fellow-{)risoner out 
of his food, his clothing, or his money. 
They either pilfer and steal fixnn him, or, 
what is equally bad^ they obtain his money 
by gaming and cheating. What can be 
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said to men who are so ccnnpletely lost to 
all sense of religion "l They cannot surely 
believe that there is an Almighty to punish 
theml-r-and, therefore, it is only lost 
labour to warn such senseless and igno- 
rant creatures of the wrath treasured up 
against them. But however insensible 
you may be to the warning, it is my jduty 
to tell you, that a day will come when 
your eyes will be opened to tlie folly and 
guilt you have committed. You will then 
call upon the Lord, but He wiU not- hear 
you ; you will then cry out for foigiveness, 
but it will be .too late* You will then, 
vainly , and for ever, r^ret . that wilfiil 
blindness and obstinacy which will have 
brought you into eternal flames. 

Once again then, Prisoners, let me 
entreat you, if you have any value f« 
your souls, to forsake for ever the crimes 
whose reward. is the death of the body 
h^!'e — ^the death of. the soul hereafter. Is 
there one man among you who is prepared 
to meet his JVfakei* this night'? If not, 
and if you do intend ever to qualify your- 
selves for admission into Heaven, repent; 
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repent instantly, I beseech you ; for it piay 
be the purpose of your long-suffering Gk)d 
to require your appearance at His judg- 
ment seat this night — ^this hour. 

My Brethren, I cannot better conclude 
than by, once more, exhorting such among 
you as are ivilling to profit by the redemp- 
tion purchased for us in the blood of 
Christ, to forsake those habits of life which 
you know to be productive of nothing but 
disgrace and misery. If the justice of an 
earthly judge should be escaped, you 
cannot flatter yourselves that you will also 
be able to hide yourselves from the anger 
of your Heavenly Judge. Endeavour 
then, both for the sake of your comfort 
here, and the welfare of your eternal soul 
— endeavour henceforth to walk honestly 
— ** Let him that stole^ steal no more; 
but rather let him labour y working with 
his hands the thing which is good, that 
he mag have to give to him that 
needeth.''* 

* Ephes. It. 28. 
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SERMON XVni. 



THE NINTH COMMANDMENT. 



Exodus xx. 16. 

Thou shaU not bearfahe wUneM against thy 

Neighbour. 

_^_ • • * ■ 

This is the Ninth Commandment. Th^ 
four last, upon which I have addressed 
you, are elodely connected with it ; inas^ 
much as, while they provide. roles lE6ip,the 
regulation of our actionst this js ^.ppointed 
to c(Mitrol our words. It would be u^ess 
to fulfil the precep^ which forbid stealings 
murder, and adultery, unlessj^ at the same 
time, we particularly, re&^ip fit)m; injurjosig 
our neighbours by liies and &lsei r^rts. 
If m^'a toii^es were not tied by^ reji- 
gijOttS' principJps^ a«f v^eU ^s their hapds, 
neither chfiiacter, property, nor even life, 
wo)ild be in seciffity, . 

U 3^u look at the story of Nahoth, the 
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Jezreelite, related in the 2l8t chapter of 
tiie finst book of Kings, you will there 
find a complete instance of ^^ bearing false 
witness:" — ^there you will find that, al- 
thmgh Ahab and Jezebel were afraid, 
openly, to take the life of Naboth, yet 
they did not scruple to employ Mse and 
wicked witnesses, who testified against 
him that which they knew to be untrue. 
*^ TTte men of Belial witnessed against 
him, eDen against Naboth^ in the pre- 
sence of the people j saying, Nahoth did 
blaspheme God and the King. Then 
they carried him forth out of the dty, 
and stoned him with stones, that he 
died.** Here, my Brethren, you see 
that lying tongues produced as much 
mischief as a murderer's knife could have 
done. The wickedness of the false wit- 
nesses was horrible, but the wickedness of 
Ahab and Jezebel was more honiMe; 
because they commanded the lying wit- 
nesses to perform the part which diey did*: 
diey were in fact themselves guilty of the 
innocent blood that was shed, — ^they were 
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themselves doubly guilty iA beaiiDg fidse 
witness. Now, if ever you should call to 
mind this remarkable instance of breaking 
the Ninth Commandment, it will probably 
be some inducement for you to avoid a 
similar crime, if you should recollect the 
dreadful punishment with which God 
Almighty visited Ahab and JezebeL No 
sooner was their crime conimitted, than 
the prophet Elijah told Ahab, by the 
command of Gkxl, ^' /n* the place where 
dogs licked the blood of Naboth^ shall 
dogs lick thy blood, even thine,''* ^^ and 
(^Jezebel also spake the Lord, saying, 
The dogs shall eat Jezebel by the waU of 
Jezreeh ' 'f These prophetic threatenings 
were exactly fiiliille4 ; — ^Ahab was kiUed in 
battle, ^' and the dogs lickedup his bloo^^X 
Jezebel was thrown out of a window, and 
when they, that were commanded, went 
to bury her, " theyfownd no more of her 
than the scuU, and the feet, and the 
palms of her han^s.'-^ From this history 
you may learn the dreadfo} conseqiuences 

• 1 Kings zxi. 1&. f I Kings xxi. 23. 

X 1 Kings xzii. 38. § 2 Kings ix. 35. ^ 
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of bearing fiilse ^iritoess. Had the sons 
of Beliat served the true God, they wouM 
have set at nought the iniquitous com- 
mands of Ahab; while both he and they 
would have been guiltkss of the murdar 
of Nabotfa, and the anger of Jehovah 
would not have been so taribly, but so 
justly, mantfested. 

It is, I hope, afanost unnecessary, Pri* 
soners, to warn you against the shocking 
crime of taking a fake oath. Whatever 
your fovmer habits may have been, I do 
trust that now your eyes have been so 
much opened to the necessity of acting 
from religious motives, that you would 
tremble at the thought of calling upon 
your Maker to bear witness to a lie. But 
supposing that you are not wicked enough 
to perjure yourself in a court of justice, 
would you be equally particular in some 
less important matter? Would you, from 
a fear of emending Gk)d, forbear to tdl a 
little untruth, when, by so doifig, you 
might gratify yomr revenge against some- 
body who had oflTended you? If a false 
report were raised about a person whom 
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you dialiked^ would you, althou^ you 
knew it to be fidse, endeavour to put a 
stop to it, and so do an act of justice to a 
slandered perscm? If you would noi do 
these things^ you would be guilty of 
Inreaking this commandment; for in it^ 
you are required to avoid telling the 
slightest untruth agfunst any one — ^you 
are forbidden to raise or circulate false 
report&--'and you are forbidden to counter 
nance lying of any kind in other people. 
C^ the contrary, you are enjoined in this 
conupandment to vindicate your innocent 
neighbours wh^i they are unjustly ac- 
cused; and you are also required to 
defend yourself when attacked by the 
tongue of slander. In di(»t, Scripture 
will teach us, that there are few things 
more pleasing in the s%ht of Gkxl than 
upri^tness and a r^ard to truth. David, 
in the fifteenth Psalm, says, *^ Lord who 
9haU abide in thy tahemade; who shall 
dwell in thy holy kUlf He thfUtoalketh 
uprightly^ and ttorketh nprightnessy and 
specJeeth the truth' in his heart; he that 
hackhUeth not with his tongue^ nor doeth 
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eml to Ms ndghhour^ Ttor taketh up a 
reproach against his neighbour. ^^ 

It may, possibly, tend to make you 
more ashamed of, and more indignant 
against, lying and slander, when you re- 
collect that they were the means used by 
the enemies of our blessed Lord to com- 
pass his destruction: — St. Matthew tells 
us, that " The chief priests and elders^ 
and all the council^ sought false imtness 
against Jestis to put him to deaths but 
found none : — at last, came two false 
witnesses.-'* Now, my Brethren, after 
hearing this, will you, who call yourselves 
Christians, be guilty, towards one an&ther, 
of the very crime which was instilunentai 
to the death of your crucified Saviour? 
In the account of our Saviour's last suf- 
ferings, given by St. Luke, in his 234 
chapter, we read that one of the thieves, 
who sufi^*ed with Him, reviled Him ; but 
the other answering said, ^^ Dost thou 
not fear Ood, seeing thou art in the 
saine condemnation? and we, indeed,- 
justh/;—for we receive the reward (f 

• Matt. xxyi. 50. 
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our deeds, but this man hath done np^ 
thing amiss : — and Jesus said unto him, 
f>erily I say unto thee, to-day shalt thou 
he with me in JParadise^ Will you then 
be guilty of bearing £ilse witness, when 
you know that one of the robbers, who 
was crucified with our Lord, saved \a& 
eternal soul by speaking the truth in his 
last moments; — ^testifying the innocence 
of Christ, ^d calling upon Him for 
mercy. 

It is not only malicious lies against our 
fellow-creatures, and fiJse reports respect- 
ing their conduct and character, which are 
forbidden in this commandment — lying, in 
every shape, is to be avoided. A man 
who spreads abroad a lie, whether it be 
spiteful, or only wanton and carefess, can«; 
not tell what may be its consequence at 
last ; and, therefore, if he have any regard 
for his own character, and the peace of 
his neighbours, he will learn to keep a 
proper curb upon his tongue. But the 
best reason for not practising the vice of 
lying is, that it is distinctly forbidden in 
Scripture. You can scarcely open your 
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Bible, but you will find some precept re- 
lative to % or some threat against its 
practice. In Exodus you will read, 
" Thou shalt not raise a false report: 
put not thine hand to the wicked to be 
an unrighteous witnessS'^ In the book 
of Proverbs you are told, ** He that 
Mdeth hatred with lying lips^ and he 
that uttereth slander j is afool:''\ and 
again it is written, ^' A wicked doer 
giveth heed to false lips; and a liar 
giveth ear toa naughty tongue.]'X Listen, 
again to the exhortation of St.. Paul, 
♦* Putting away hfing^ let every man 
speak truth with his neighbour; for we 
are members one of another :"§ and the 
blessed Apostle^ St. James, declares, " ijT 
any man among you seem to be religious 
and bridleth not his tongue^ but deceiveth 
Msoumheartj that man' sreligionisvain.'^\\ 
In a former part of this discourse I said, 
that so far fiom spreading a fidse report 
against any one, it is your strict duty to 

* Exodus xxiii. 1. f Proy. »• 18. - 

X Proy. xyiL 4. § Ephes. iy. 25. 

II James i. 26. 
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do justice to the absent and the innoceat; 
and that it i? also your duty to clear 
yourself from any false aspersion which 
may be cast upon your character. With 
respect to defending those who are not 
present to answer for theinselves, let nie 
remind you of the beautiful history of 
David and Jonathan. Saul, the father of 
Jonathan, had nourished in his heart a 
great and malicious hatred against David; 
and, to such an extreme did he allow his 
deadly passion to grow, that, at last, he 
sought every opportunity of taking his 
life; and, as the 19th chapter of the first 
book of Samuel informs us, ^^ Saul spake 
to Jonathan his son^ and to all his 
servants^ that they should kill David;'' 
but remark, now, the religious conduct of 
Jonathan: — ^he could not bear that his 
&ther should cherish such an unfounded 
and serious prqudice against an innocent 
man ; and, therefore, as the same chapter 
tells us, '^ Jonathan spake good of 
David unto Saul his father ; and said 
unto him^ Let not the King sin against 
Davids because he has not sinned against 
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tkeej and hecause his works to thee^ 
ward have been very good^ Now it is 
just such conduct as this that vre should 
adopt whenever an opportunity offers. 
Whenever we see one man transported 
with anger against another, and we have 
reason to suppose that he is labourii^ 
under prejudice or mistake, it is our duty^ 
as Christians, and in obedience to the 
Ninth Commandment, to endeavour to 
appease the unjust violence of the angry^ 
man, and to vindicate the character of 
him who would otherwise be likely to 
suffer from false representation, or mali- 
cious lies. 

With regard to this commandment 
again, there are duties owing to oimselves 
which must not be neglected. We mwt 
not suffer ourselves to be injured by the 
false statements of our enemies, but we 
must, with all Christian meekness, en- 
deavour to disprove the calumny. For 
this kind of conduct we have an example 
in St. Paul — ^when Festus, the Roman 
governor, commanded him to be brought 
before him, " The Jews^ which came 
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daum from Jerusalem, stood round 
about, and laid many and grievous 
complaints against Paul which they 
could not prove ; while he answered for 
himself, — neither against the law of the 
Jews, neither against the temple, nor 
yet against Ccesar, have I offended any 
thing at alV* This is an instance of 
those occasions upon which it is requisite 
for a man to vindicate himself, whether 
the accusation be brought forward in a 
court of justice, or in private life. Man-* 
kind, however, in general, do not require 
much encouragement to defend them^ 
selves in any respect ; and, therefore, let 
us observe, that, as we take the Apostle's 
conduct for our example in justifying 
ourselves, we must also imitate his meek- 
ness and moderation of behaviour and 
language: — ^let no abusive names, no 
curses nor imprecations, escape our lips; 
but let us be careful that, in justifying 
ourselves, we do not offend the laws of 
God, and wrongfully attack others. 
In conclusion, then, my dear Brethren, 

♦ Acts xvr. 7, 8. 
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let me remind you of the necessity of 
observing this important commandment, 
and of attending to its meaning in every 
respect. It expressly forbids our taking 
a &lse oath calculated to injure any one ; 
indeed, it forbids our making a ivrong 
statement of any kind— it warns us against 
the wickedness of raising or circulating 
idle stories, which may produce mischief, 
though we may not intend it. It also 
points out the duty of defending the in- 
nocent, when we hear their characters 
wrongfully spokai of; and, lastly, it 
allows us to justify our own conduct, 
when it is exposed to the malicious re- 
presentations of those who seek occasion 
to destroy our characters. 

Once more, then, let me exhort you to 
place as strict a guard over your words as 
you would over your actions; knowing, 
so great is the importance of doing so, 
that you are forwamed by the voice of 
God Himself, which declares, " By thy 
words thou shalt be jiLstifiedy and by 
thy words thou shalt be condemned.'^ ^ 

'* Matt. xii. 37. 



SERMON XIX. 



THE TENTH COMMANDMENT. 



Exodus xx. 17. 

Thou shah not covet thy neighbour's house^ 
thou shah not covet thy neighbour's wife^ 
nor his man servant^ nor his maid servant^ 
nor his ox, nor his ass^ nor any thing that is 
thy neighbour's. 

If any extraordinary proof, beyond the 
many others which exist, were required, 
that the law given by Moses to the Israel- 
ites, was at the bidding of the Almighty, 
this Tenth and last Commandment would 
be quite sufficient. Other law-givers— 
the great and wise men of the ancient 
heathens, were content to give rules for 
the regulation of meu's acft'ow^.— They, 
proceeding upon the mere dictates of hu- 
man wisdom, never conceived the pro- 
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priety of laying a command upon the 
thoughts and vn^es. This divine mea- 
sure yfBS reserved for the legislator of the 
Jews ; for him, who acting under the di- 
rection of that great Being, who is to be 
^^ worshA/pped in Spirit ^'^ concluded his 
plain and necessary precepts by announ- 
cing a commandment, which, if religicmsly 
preserved, would prevent, perhaps, the 
commission of every crime forbidden in 
the preceding nine. This may easily be 
supposed : a man who restrains his wishes 
and desires within their proper and religi- 
ous bounds, would never commit adultery ; 
he who has no desire for the posseetsion of 
his neighbour's goods, would never be 
branded as a thief ;— disobedience to pa- 
r^its, murder, false witness— in fact every 
offence against the laws of God and man 
would be prevented, were this divine in- 
junction attended to, in its full extent and 
meaning; and he who should allow his 
heart to be duly impressed with its spirit, 
would soon arrive at a state of religious 
perfection, as great as this world and our 
corrupt and fallen natures will permit. 
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The meaning of this Commandment is, 

I trust, perfectly understood by you. — 

It«imply declares that you shall not desire 

the possession of any thing which is the 

property of another:^ — ^what a blessed cir- 

evmstance would it be, both for indviduals 

ajnd for nations, if every one were to keep, 

religiously, this holy Commandment.-r- 

Men would be content with what they 

could earn by their own honest exerti(His , 

— quarrels about property, ill^blood among 

neighbours, law-suits and trials would be 

almost unknown; no person would fear 

the loss of his property by the artifices of 

the sharper or of the gamester, or by the 

daring viol^ice of the midnight robber; 

and instead of thousands being spent in 

the enlargement of our prisons, such places 

would become almost useless. Nations 

would no longer go to war about the pos* 

session of some disputed territory ; towns 

would not be destroyed or plundered, and 

their inhabitants exposed to famine and 

the swcrd ; — ^the pastures and the fields 

^ would never again ring with the shouts 

and groans of contending armies; nor 

M 
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would the ripening grain of the industrious 
and peae^il husbandman be trampled 
down by the hoof of the war-horse, or 
polluted by the blood of the dying soldier! 
---No, my Brethren, all these miseries 
and all these horrors, would be quite un- 
known, if the inhabitants of the earth 
would only obey, with sincerity, this com-; 
mand which Gfod gave us through his 
servant Moses, and which our blessed 
Saviour and Redeemer renewed to us 
when He ^' came to seek and to save'^ 
our sinful and perishing souls. 

But among men there will still be quar- 
rels, lawHSuits, rapacity and robbery. Oar 
courts of justice will still be crowded with 
unfortunate but wilful criminals; — and our 
gaols must still be filled with those who 
will not overcome their covetous, and lust* 
fill natures. War wUl again spread ite 
terrors through oppressed and unoffbMl«- 
ing countries; — ^thousands of human beings 
may yet perish at the command oS some 
ambitious and greedy despot ; — ^thousands 
may fell in defending their country against 
the efforts of a rapacious and cruel enemy ; 



The Tenih Commatubnent 243 

—and, I again repeat it, all these things 
will come to pass because mankind vrill 
not believe — ^will not see that their osm 
earthly and eternal interest lies in follow- 
ing, hiunbly and sincerely, the divine 
counsels of infinite wisdom and goodness. 
But although ^' It must needs he that 
effences ocme^' as oui; Lord has himself 
declared, '^ Woe he to him by whom the 
cffence cometh.''* Although, fixm the 
corruption of human nature, it must needs 
be that such circumstances as I have de« 
scribed will still exist, yet the Christian 
individual, who does not strive to regulate 
his own private conduct by those rules 
only to be found in the Holy Scriptures* 
can have no claim to the Scripture pro-* 
mises. — ^The world may err — ^the world 
may sin, but the child of God must 
*^ Keq) himself unspotted from the 
world." f In order to accomplish this, 
his conduct, his thoughts, and his wishes, 
all must be ruled by the will of God — 
He must check anger, hatred, and violence 
of every kind, because the Almighty has 

* Matt.xym. 7. f James i. 27. 
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forbidden such things ; — ^he must curb 
every loose thought, and every malicious 
feeling, every lustful propensity, and every 
covetous desire, because such is the M^ill of 
the Almighty, revealed to us in his sacred 
word. 

V With respect to this Commandment, in 
particular, it is not to be r^arded merely 
as one /which forbids you to covet the 
goods of your fellow creature, but as one 
which is intended to restrain every wish, 
every desire inconsistent with the pure 
spirit of a Christian ; — it is one which bids 
you in the language of St. Paul, to 
f ^ Mortify your members which are upon 
the earth ; fomication^ uncleanness, in- 
ordinate offection^ evil concupiscence and 
covetousnesSi which is idolatry: for 
which things' sake the wrath of Ood 
Cometh upon the children of disobe- 
dAmceJ"*"^ It is a command, which by 
purifying the heart, would render the 
whole man religious. All our crimes 
have their beginning in the heart: it is 
there that some criminal desire, some 

♦ CoU. iii. 6, 6. 
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covetous wish finds a hiding phce j-^here 
it lurks until an opportunity offers of gra- 
tifying its secret and wicked inclinations ; 
and then open sin, and open shame are 
the consequence. So truly has St. James 
i^itten that ^' Every man is tempted 
when he is drawn away by his own litst 
and enticed. Then when lust hath can^ 
eeivkd it bringethforth sin : and sin when 
iK isjlmshed hringeth forth death.''^ 

I am confident, Prisoners, that if yon 
vrould carefully and honestly examine' your' 
own breasts, if you would endeavour to 
recollect the first beginnings of those sinl; 
and offences which have, at last, brought 
you here, you would find that, nine times 
out of ten, something in the nature of 
covetousness has been the sad fi^undation 
of your misconduct. It is quite clear, 
that with respect to him who is here Un^ 
dergoing the penalty of theft, his hand 
would never have committed the act of a 
felon, had not his heart been swayed by 
covetousness. It is evident, too, that he 
who is now suffering for the indulgence of 

* James i. 14, 15. 
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his lewd propensities, might have escaped 
the punishment, had his breast been free 
from those lustfiil desires, which are, in 
themselves, only another kind of covet*- 
OQsness. Would the poacher have found 
his way into a place like this, unless he 
had allowed himself to be overcome by the 
covetous and felonious wish to obtain that 
which does not belong to him 1 Oh! my 
Brethren, if you would enjoy any inward 
comfort — ^if you would gain the good 
opinion and good offices of your fellow- 
creatures ; most of all, if you would please 
Him who can eternally reward you in 
another world, learn to be content with 
what God has given you, and with what 
you can gain by your own honest en- 
deavours. Be able to say with the Apostle 
St. Paul, " / have coveted no maris silver 
or gold, or apparel ; ye yourselves know 
that these hands have ministered unto 
my necessities, and to them that were 
with me."* There is no virtue of Chris- 
tianity more necessary to the Christian 
character than this freedom from all covet- 

• Actau. 83, 34. 
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—it IS one which stands in the 
very foremost rank, and it is at the same 
time, one which may be attained by re« 
guhr and humble supplication before the 
footstool of the Almighty. " For,'' as 
St. Paul writes to Titus, " the grace of 
God that bringeth salvation hath ap^ 
peared to all men ; tetzching us, that 
denying ungodliness and worldlg lusts, 
we should live soberly, righteously, and 
godly in this present worW* 

I have now, Prisoners, concluded the 
course of sennoBS which I proposed to 
give you upon the Ten Commandments. 
I have, to the best of my ability, endea* 
voured to shew you the goodness of the 
Almighty in vouchsafing to give us such 
rules for the guidance of our conduct : I 
have tried to inspire you with a notion of 
their beauty and importance ; and I have 
done my utmost to enforce upon you the 
urgoit, the immense necessity there is for 
you to practice them. I do trust, that my 
i^KHrts have not been entirely thrown 
away. I trust that th^« are many among 

♦ Titus ii. 11, 12. 
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you, vdiO) hftvia^ become sensible, at last, 
-thHt no real haj^piness or enjoyment can 
Mfmog &em folkming vice and iniquity, 
Jhave learned to look for it, whane only it 
dm be found, in the fear and fistvodr of 
Xiod,^md in the sincere endeavour to ^k 
according to his laws. I hope that there 
aiae many among you who have now 
i^iened their eyes to the sin and folly of 
drank^Qness ; and who have allowed them- 
selves to be convinced that nothing bnt 
misery to themselves and their femilies 
-can* be the ebd of it. I hope that the 
liar, the profane swearer, and the sabbath- 
breaker, will henceforth place the fear of 
Gfod before ^eir eyes ; and tremble at the 
bare thought of incurring that damnation 
which, in the days of their wickedness, 
they have been so ready, perhaps, to call 
down upon themselves or upon their neigh- 
bours. The lewd man, too, may have 
allowed himself a little reflection upon the 
oatore of his darling sin, and upon its 
frequent and lamentable consequences 
bodi to himself and others. — ^He may now 
remember and fear the awful words of 
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divine trath> that '^ WherefnangerSj and 
adulterers God wUl judge '' The pas- 
sionate man — ^the man ivho permits hatred 
and malice to obtain the possession of his 
heart, both of these inay now see that the 
indulgence of their several tempers may 
possibly end in the loss of human life ; 
and lastly, the covetous man may learn 
that his unrestrained desires may phmge 
him into any and every crime — ^into every 
kind of misery here, and into eternal 
misery hereafter. 

Once more then I will express my hopes 
that my ministry among you may be the 
humble means of turning some of' you, 
from the errw of your former ways, into 
the paths of peace and goodness. — ^I can** 
not, however, flatter myself that every one 
among you, will open his understanding 
and his heart to the reception of those 
truths which the Gospel designed for his 
salvation: — ^there may be a few who, 
having ears, hear not the words which 
would rouse you to repentance; having 
eyes, see not the things which belong 
unto your peace. But if there are such 
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amoi^ you, I must remind them, that the 
sins they hencefixth may ocnumit, will not 
be sins of ignorance, for here, you have 
been taught the truth as it is in Christ 
Jesus ; — ^here you have been distinctly, 
frequently, and affectionately forewarned 
that ^' TTie totcked shall be turned into 
hell and all the people that forget Qod^* 
Here^ you have been made acquainted 
with the mercy of yow Creator, who will 
always foi^ve, if you will only repent. 
But if you will not rep^it ; — ^if you will 
still ^^ Follow all undeanness with gree- 
diness^ a day will come when your folly 
your obstinacy, and all your crimes will 
be exposed to the blaze of Almighty truth, 
and you will seek to hide yourselves from 
the tremendous wrath of your Creator, 
under the rocks and mountains. But it 
will then be too late ; — ^they who would 
not listen to the call of mercy, will be 
hurled into the place of eternal punish- 
ment, there to dwell in unutterable agonies 
with the devil and his accursed angels. 

♦ Pialm ix. 17. 
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ON NEWNESS OF LIFE. 



Romans vi. 3. 4« 

Know ye not that so many qfuscLS were baptize 
ed into Jesus Christ were baptized into His 
death ? Therefore we are buried with Him by 
baptism into death ; that like as Christ was 
raised up from the dead by the glory of the 
father^ even so we also should walk in new^ 
nessqflife. 

Nearly eighteen hundred years have 
passed away since that great event took 
place which we this day commemorate— 
the Resurrection from the dead of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ — ^an event equal 
in importance to that in which, by the 
meritorious death of our Redeemer, an 
atonement was made for the sins of the 
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whole world. By the willing sacrifice of 
Himself which Jesus Christ made, He 
washed away om* sins with his blood ; — ^by 
his glorious resurrection, He has given to 
all mankind an earnest of that life to come 
which every real Christian looks forward 
to with such humble, but stedfast confi- 
dence. 

Befi)re I proceed further, I will endea- 
vour to explain to you the words I hiive 
chosen for my text. " Know ye not that 
so many of us a>s were baptized into 
Jesus Christy were baptized into his 
death?'' To be baptized into Jesus 
Christ means to take upon ourselves the 
performance of his laws and doctrines ; — 
which all of us have promised to do, by 
our Godfathers and Gkxlmothers, at our 
admission into Christ's Church. We may 
then suppose this verse to say — " Do you 
not know that all of us who have been 
baptized in the fiuth of Christ, are expected 
to become dead to our sinsi " The text 
then goes on to declare, " Therefore we 
are buried unth Him by baptism into 
death; that like as Christ was raised 
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from the dead hy the glory of the Fatheti 
even so we also should walk in newne^ 
of life '\ In the early ages of the Christiw 
Church, the ceremony of baptism was perr 
formed by causing the person to be im- 
mersed in water, — ^representing, there{>y, 
the figurative washing away and burial 
of our sinful nature, — like as the burial of 
our Lord was the putting off of his earthly 
nature, — " deaths " from that pei'iod, 
^^ having no more dominion over Him.'' *■ 
Christ, therefore, having cast off the in^ 
firmities of the human race, was, by the 
glory of his Father, raised up from the 
grave; — and we, in humble but distan|; 
imitation of our blessed Master, should, 
after bur baptism, rise again with puri£ed 
souls ; and walk as it becomes the re^l 
followers of a crucified and spotless Re- 
deemer. 

I have already spoken of the great im- 
portance of the Resurrection of Christ, — 
as it tends to strengthen our confidaice in 
a life to come ; — and if we examine the 
Scriptures, we shall also find that the pro- 

♦ Rom. vi. 9. 
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vidence of Grod has taken especial care to 
prove the truth of it. That it should be 
clearly proved is of the moA weighty con- 
sequence, because, as St. Paul says, 
^^If Christ he fiot risen, then is our 
preaching vain, and your faith is vain 
also'^* The great doctrine of Chris- 
tianity is, that Jesus being raised from 
the dead, all men shall, in like manner, 
be raised again, and live for ever in another 
world. This was the foundation of the 
Apostles' preaching, when they went forth 
after our Lord's ascension, to convert 
and save mankind; — ^this is the corner 
stone of Chrktian &ith and Christian hope. 
The proofs that our blessed Lord did rise 
again are as abundant and as convindng as 
the most doubting mind can wish for. To 
pass over all other evidence, let us attend to 
the words of St. Paul, who says to the Co- 
rinthians ^^ / delivered unto you first \of 
all that which I also received, how that 
Christ died for our sins, according to the 
Scriptures, and that He was buried; and 
that He rose again the third day, accord" 

♦ 1 Cor. XV. 14. 
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ing to the Scriptures: — and that He 
was seen of Cephas^ then of the Twelve ; 
after that. He was seen of above fve 
hundred brethren at once ; — cfter that 
He was seen of James, then of all the 
Apostles. And last of all, He was seen 
of me also, a^ of one bom out of due 
time''* This testimony to our Redean- 
er's victory over death and the grave, will 
be more than suf&cient, when we consid^ 
that it is given by a man who had been a 
most vindictive opponent of Christ's reli- 
gion, — ^persecuting its followers, and con- 
senting to their deaths ; but who, having 
been miraculously converted to the faith 
which he formerly despised, afterwards 
became one of the most zealous among 
the teachers and doers of the word. 

Since then Christ i^ risen from the dead, 
and since every one of us shall also be 
b roght forth from the grave, to give an 
account of the good and evil we have done, 
— is it not a thing of the highest conse- 
quence that, ^"A^^ partakers of the heaven^ 
ly calling,'' ^ we should walk in newness 

* 1 Cor. XV. 3 to 8. f Heb.iii. 1. 
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of life ; — ^that, setting before our eyes the 
prize of a blessed immortality, we should 
henceforth bury our corruptions ; — ^reck- 
oning '^ ourselves dead indeed unto sin^ 
hut alive unto €?orf;"— that, as. Christ 
^^ hath overcome death and opened unto 
us the gate of everlasting life" so we 
should overcome our had desires and 
intentions, and strive to reader ourselves 
worthy of entCTing into that Ufe ? 

"ijT then ye he risen with Christy seek 
those things which are above where 
Christ sitteth at the right hand of God. 
Set your ejections on things abovCj not 
on things on the ear^A*"— These are the 
words of St, Paul, as set forth in the epis- 
tle for this day ; and would to Gk)d, that 
I might be permitted, through his grace, 
to make the words of the blessed apostle 
powerful in your hearts ! — ^Would to God 
that I could persuade you that the things 
which are ahove are the things of the 
greatest moment ! — Oh ! that I could in- 
duce you so to think upon the certain happi- 
ness or certain miseryof a world to come, 
— that your affections, your desires, your 
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occupations, — ^in short, your whole life,— 
should be r^ulated entirely by the fear of 
Gk)d's wrath and by the hqpe of his ap-r 
probation. 

I^isoners, I am placed hes^, an humble 
instrument in the hands of Almighty pow- 
er and mercy to call your attrition to the 
care of your perishing souls ; — and it may 
please Him, whose work I have to perform' 
to bless my endeavours by turning the 
hearts of some that have been disobedient 
to the wisdom of the just, — ^to the know- 
ledge of the one thing needfiil. Ck>uld \ 
be assured that I have opened the eyes of 
even<me sinner, and led him forth from the 
darkness of sin into the day-light of reli- 
gion, I should, with a most thankful h^rt, 
bless. that Being whose w(»d had been 
rendered so ^ectual. Even if my efforts 
to rouse you to your religious duties should 
have been entirely useless, — it is still my 
part to persevere : you may be deaf to 
the word of your Saviour, but I must still 
make that word known; I must still 
proclaim to you that unrepented sin will 
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be punished in the flames of hell, — that 
Gfodly sorrow will procure forgiveness of 
our sins, and, through the merits and 
mediation of Jesus Christ, successfally 
plead for admission into Heaven. 

You have, again and again, my dear 
Brethren, heard, from this place, the con* 
ditions upon which your salvation may be 
procured ; therefore if you remain obsti- 
nately deaf to those conditions, your of* 
fence against God Almighty will be the 
greater — and your punishment will be the 
more certain. Many a poor sinner may 
endeavour to excuse himself at the bar of 
his Eternal Judge by pleading ignorance 
of his laws ; and God who, in his 
mercy, does not require from his creatures 
a correctness of conduct which is beyond 
their knowledge, may, and no doubt, 
will forgive such crimes as really proceed 
from ignorance ; — fw Our Saviour Himself 
declared that ^* He who knew not and 
did commit things worthy of stripes, shall 
hebeaten with few stripes.''* But that 
same Lord ^^ whose property is always to 

* Lukexii. 48. 
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have mercy " nevertheless declares that 
^' unto whomsoever much is giveny from 
him shall much be required.'''^ Now, Pri- 
soners, let me seriously remind you, that 
to you much has been given — ^much in 
every way. To you it has been giv^i to 
hear the word of truth preached and ex- 
plained ; — ^to you has been given the valu- 
able knowledge of experience, — ^that the 
ways of sin are ways of misery ; — ^to you has 
been given the solemn warning inflicted by 
earthly justice, that you may be saved 
from the more dreadful and awful vlsi. 
tations of spiritual justice. If all these 
things are insufficient to rouse you to the 
necessity of walking henceforward in new- 
ness of life — ^the blame, — the consequences, 
must rest upon your own heads. — ^You will 
be in the condition of the servant men- 
tioned in Scripture, who, " Knowing his 
Lord's will and preparing not himself 
neither doir^ according to his will^^^ Jesus 
Christ declared, ^^ should be beaten with 
many stripes'^ f 

Let ipe then entreat you,— one and all, 
consider these things — and if you 

* Luke xii. 48. f Luke xiL 47, 
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the slightest wish to be found in 
that harvest of the resurrection, of which 
Jesus Christ was the first fhrits,— strive 
with all your hearts to conduct yourselves 
hencefwth like better men,— 4ike true 
Christians. — ^FoUow the directions given by 
St. Paul. " Mertify your members whick 
are up<m the earth ; fornication^ undean^ 
ness^ inordinate qff^ectionj evil concupis- 
cence j and covetousnessy Overconie every 
bad propensity which your own conscience 
will tell you to be contrary to God and his 
kw. Let the lewd man forsake the sins 
wliich beset him, — the sins which, of aH 
others, we are most liable to, and whicH 
require, tl^refore, the greater pains to 
resist ; — ^let him learn to purify both his 
body and mind ; — ^his earthly comfort de- 
pends upon the former ; his heavenly accep- 
taace will reward the latter. Let the man 
whose thoughts and passions are unreason- 
ably devoted to the fleetii^ coneems of 
this life, recollect that every pieasnre 
which engrosses his attention h^^-^Hoiay 
vanish at any moment — and for ever, — 
like a doud from the £Eice of the firmament 



On Newness of Ldfe. "zni 

— ^like a bubble from the surface of the 
stream, like human life itself ;— for what 
can be more fleeting, more uncertain, — 
more perishable! — Let those who have 
brought upon themsdlves ehame and trouble, 
as the consequence of their evil concupis- 
cence and covetousness, leain to shun the 
commission of those offences against their 
neighbours, which are almost always over- 
taken in this world,— most certainly in a 
world to come. If you are willing, in 
short, to become the servants of Christ, 
let every one and each of you strive with 
all his might, praying, at the same time 
for the Almighty assistance to his efforts 
— ^against the particular sin to which he 
may be most addicted. Let the profane 
Swearer learn to check the ready oath and 
curse, knowing that he must give an ac- 
count at the day of judgment, for even 
every idle word ; — let the Sabbath-breaker 
attend with r^ularity the worship of his 
Creator, throwing aside all vain and ridi- 
culous excuses about a want of time or of 
proper clothing : does that Being, in whose 
house and in whose presence he stands, 
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attend to the outward, or the inward man? 
Let the Gamester give up the practice 
which has ruined hundreds both in body 
and soul; — a practice, too, which is 
nothing less than robbery under a different 
name. Let the Drunkard recollect that no 
sinner can be more hateful in the sight of 
Gfod, than the man who changes his nature 
and appearance from that of a reasonable 
creature into that of a beast ; — spending 
in liquor and debauchery the money which 
might save a whole family from starving. 
My Brethren, if we would all seriously 
examine our owneonsciences and earnestly 
try to root out those crimes, vices, and 
errors which are so greatly opposed to the 
spirit of genuine Christianity; — and if we 
would devoutly pray for the aid of Grod's 
Holy Spirit to assist our endeavours — 
can we doubt that those endeavours would 
be successful? Can we doubt that we 
should fail in obtaining God's blessing? — 
No — ^no : — ^Rely upon it that the steady 
and sincere intention to obey the Com- 
mandments of God, — -joined to an un- 
shaken faith in the promises of our Bibles^ 
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will assuredly work for us as much comfort 
here as the nature of this world will permit ; 
and ^^when Christy who is our life^ shall 
appear^ then shall we also appear toith 
Him in ghry.'^ 
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SERMON XXI. 

f Fifth Sunday after Easter.) 



ON THE DOERS OF THE WORD. 



James i. 22. 

Be ye doers of the word Und not hearers 
only 9 deceiving your ovon selves. 

The " word^^ as used in this place by 
St. James^ means, as it most frequently 
does, the Holy Gospel of Christ. Now, 
my Brethren, you yourselves must know 
that there is a very great difference be* 
tween a hearer of the word and a doer of 
it. Any man, without troubling himself 
in the slightest degree about his spiritual 
condition, may be a hearer of the word ; 
he may attend the worship of his Creator ; 
he may listen to the preaching of the Gos*- 
pel, — and afterwards entirely forget all 
^hat he has heard. In fact, no comparison 
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suits a man of this kind so well as that 
made use of by the apostle, who says that 
he is ^^ like unto atnan ieholding his na- 
tural face in the glass ; for he beholdeth 
himself and goeth his way ^ and straight- 
way forgetteth what manner of man he 
was.''* l^^pkiod make u^ of a glass, in 
order that, being en^ibled, by its aid, to 
distinguish the blemishes and spots upon 
the face, they .TOay> caideavour to wipe 
them away :— but if any one d^irous of 
discovering his blemishes should, after 
having seen them reflected in a glass, 
immediately, forget what he had seen 
and entirely neglect to cleanse himself; 
— ^would it not be a pipof of extreme 
carelessnesis and fo^y % ]V{9st undoubted* 
ly; — and therefore when pur blemishes 
^d corruptiQns <tf mind and disposition 
i^*e shown to us by the mirror oi the Gos* 
pel, and we attend not to the lesson thus 
held before our ^yes^ we are guilty of 
the same kind of folly ; — ^we are forgetful 
Ijearers of the word ; we are still living 
with our corruptions and impurities cling- 

* Jai^es i. 23, 24. 
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iBg to us ; and we are tiier^re stiirdf- 
fensive in the sight of Him whose eyes 
are open to every thing. 

It is very much to be feared, — ^indeed it 
is only too certain that the greater part of 
mankind belong to this class of careless 
^im^^ — ^They come into the house of 
God, — ^the Scriptures hold Up to their- 
view a sight of the errors, the vices and 
the ^s which disfigure their souls: — ^they 
may see in the picture thus exhibited, a 
perfect representation, perhaps, of the de- 
formity and foulness of their own hearts 
and dispositions ; — and while the words of 
eternal life are sounding in their ears, Ihey 
may, probably, be made sensible of their 
real characters. But when the boc^ of . 
life is closed, — ^when the preacher's ex- 
hortations are no longer heard, and the 
oongr^ation is dismissed fimn the house 
of prayer, — ^how many are there belong- . 
ing to that congregation, who ^^ go their 
W€nfj and straightway forget what man'- 
Tier of men they are ?" who again proceed 
in their former heedless course of life, — , 
utterly regardless of what they have learn- 

n2 
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ed cddcerniiig themselves,— ^utterly foi^get- 
fill of their wilful blindness and of their 
spiritual danger ? How many people are 
there, I lask, of this kind'? I fear. Pri- 
soners, that if you would fiiirly examine 
youf own hearts and consciences, and 
th^n answer this question truly, there are 
only too many of you who would be com- 
{}elled to own that you belong to thi&i 
description ; — >that you belong to a class 
of sinners, who, hearing the word of God 
almost daily, nevertheless continue to 
live as if you never had heard it. Our 
blessed Lord's words may truly be applied 
to such senseless beings — ^' seeing^ they) 
see not ; and hearing^ they hear not^ 
neither do they understand''* 

.^^ Butj' says the epistle for this morn- 
ing's service, ^^ whoso looketh into the 
perfect IctvD of Itberty^ and continueth 
therein^ Ac, heif^ not a forgetful hearer 
hut a doer of the word j this man shall he 
Uessed in his deed'' Now, my Brethren, 
observe, that it is the doer of the word 
who shall be blessed, i. e., admitted into 

• Matt. xiii. 13. 
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the Kingdom of Heaven : the mere hear*- 
ers of Gtod's law will not be admitted 
there. — Surely this difference between the 
hearers and doers of the word is li most 
serious, — a niost tremendous difference !— «- 
For, one party will be blessed by par- 
taking* of everlasting happiness; — ^the 
Other party will not be blessed ; will not 
be admitted into Christ's kingdom; and 
therefore, as we know that there is n6 
place between Heaven and Hell, it fol* 
low6 that they who are not received into 
the former must be plimged into the latter. 
Is there not then a wide and awful dif^ 
ference between the mere hearers and 
doers of the word ? Yes ; — a difference 
as wide and dreadful as the distance be^ 
tween Heav^i and Hell. 

I ought to explam to you. that th6 
VfW^ ^^ perfect law of liberty*^ meail 
the Gospel ; — which may be dalled, inost 
truly, a law of liberty, on account of its 
delivering those who continue in . its 
doctrines and practice, from the slavery 
of sin, the world and the devil. Whoever, 
therefore, will look into the Gbspel of our 

n3 
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JSavioiir ChnBt,;and ftithfully endeavour 
ito practise and abide by w^t he may 
Jeam there, &hall mtainly be blessed now 
and for ever : — whoey^r looks iinto that 
GOfipdl without paying' any regard to 
.what is there taught, — ^will certainjy net 
be blessed either here, or hereafter. 

I trust, my Bi'ethren, that by this time» 
some of you, by the grace of God, are 
quite assured of the necessity of beiu^ 
not only hearers,^ but doers of the word ; 
*-^oers of those things which your 
tertaments wifl teach yon; — and the next 
Btep, then, for your consideraticm will b^ 
how you may actually become so. Now 
you cannot be a doer of the wwd with- 
out being, in the first place, a hearer of 
it. If you would really and earnestly do 
your duty as Christians, you must stek 
every of^rtunity of leormng it. Yo« 
must come to the house (tf God with an 
humble, teachable, and devout heart;— ^ 
praying sincerely to the Almighty for the 
forgiveness of your sins, through th^ 
blood of Christ,-)-«ii4 for strength and 
resolution to lead gQocI lives in luture» 
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You must ae^ooBly attend tt>ithe ^tedm^ 
erf. the Holy Scriptures; ;f-fi>r th^y jare ttoj 
** tpord'* nrfiieh the Apostle, speaks of^— ^ 
the wcMxi o£ God»— ^^f ^ enftsfted word 
which is )Me to Siwe yemr 9wk^]* If 
you «u*e bskpable .of 90 iloiog^^iyau mus<^ 
r^oc? the Smptiines £ar y^juf^li^es, : reoc^^ 
lecluig that, what ia writtea in them im 
written for your leainudg,.. and for your 
benlsfit H in one part of the Bible, you 
read that: God hsu; striptly forhiddea 
stealing, adultery)^ or cdvetOusnefH9|--^, 
eumine yotir ^ym c^^i^cienceii^; aud sec^ 
whether yow have beeai.igiulty in these, 
Ifespects i — a^d, recoll^t that if you have^ 
-rHtod huve not rep^t^ of your sin^ 
God ^U most <;^rta^Iy punish you. Isl 
4notibar part of Scripture, ygn; niay find 
tbit the Alffighty will ^ot only puni^ 
mm for 1|ieir;it:ptio|igp,( bust even for.thdx: 
woffds apd thw thoiighjiB; fi^vinstanpe^ 
om- SHviout* declares thati aj^y • man whq 
]|X)ks. i(poB a, ymom ^jith a wicked 
themght, conlmits as/gre^it a. crime as if 
^ :had. foew guilty, of th^ ^ke^ Actio%: 

♦ James 14 %\^ \ . . >Matt. v. 28. 
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Attend, then, seriously to passages lik^ 
this ; and you will soon be 'convideed 
that he who would be a real and faithful 
doer of Gkxl's word, must always remem- 
ber, that it is not the decent outward 
actions only, which are acceptable to God^ 
but the pure inward sjririt :— " 6r<w/ w a 
Spirit; cmd they that ijootdnp Him, 
must worship Him in Spirit.'^* 

Are you not now convinced that if 
you would be saved, you must earnestly 
and truly be doersr as well as hearers of 
the Vrord^ If you have the slightest 
degree of judgment or reason, the 
smallest share of common imderstandiog ; 
•^if you have any portion of Christian 
&tth, you must be convinced of this. — 
But, after all, are you doers of the word 1- 
Now, Prisoners, I will not talk of times 
past, — ^I will hot speak of those by-*gone 
offences which have brot^ht upon yon 
disgrace aiKl punishment ;—^but I will 
ksk you whether you are, noWj doers of 
the word? — iVou^, 4hat you have -become 
hearers of it ; now^ that your eyes art 

♦John ivi24. 
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opened! to the misery and unprofitableness 
6f sini You have heard in the Goqpel 
that men should love one another ;^— and 
that you should d6 to others^ what you 
would wish others to do to you.^— These 
rules of Scripture you must ' all have 
heard. — ^But how do you observe them ? 
•^— Do you observe thein wheii yott mdulge 
in quarrelling and contention Ir-J'o ;^ 
therefore, in this respect, you are not 
doers of the word. Another plain 
direction of your Bible, a direction whick 
no one is ignorant of,— is that yoto should 
n<rt steal from one aiaother. Thfe rde is 
so plain, and the Consequences dT breaking 
it are so severe and so certaini) that one 
might think that very little need be said 
about it : — MnA alas ! such is tlie wicked* 
ness of some meny that even in a place 
like this, they caitnot keep their hands 
from ** picking and stealing ;"— but have 
the savageness to rob their unfortunate 
fellow-prisoners, for whom, it might be 
expected, ^th6y would have some degree 
of pity and compassion, ^^ seeing'^ that 

N4 
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tiiey ^* ctre in thei same c^ondemnation^''^ 
-^These obstmate and mcked people are 
keorers of the word ef God, — but the 
question is, are tiiey doem^ of it? Your 
Testaments also teach yeu not to srwear 
TMb rule is weH knownev^i to those who 
have never read a Bih^ nor heard it 
read. You, in pa^ticula?^ Prisoners, have 
been ta^ht, ia variotts ways» that swear- 
ing and. cursing are ivilawful.-— But havcf 
you attended and pr^ed l^ what you 
know concerning thii^ matter 1 I fear not : 
T-*-ev^a on the very day which God him- 
adf oommanded to be kept holy, — and 
wi<Mn five minutes after you have heard 
his word read and preached in his house; 
'p-^ven, I say, on such; a day, and at such 
a.timev it i» impossible to go into many 
parts of this prison without having one's 
eftrs assjAfled with oaths and curses of the 
most h(»)ribl^ description ; most horriblei 
beeause in almost every ease, they are 
quite unpreyoked. My fdlow men, did 
you «Yer hear any one curse or swear in 

* Luke zxiiL 40. 



this jdhapd '? Most l&ely vM. Wkat : 
theift lias pt^v^nted it? Has itibeen liie 
fe» of incurrii^ pimislifiient from those ^ 
y^o are apfMiinted to superintend yboat 
cohdtict; or has it t^eenisome little respect; 
for the holy pla6e,-H^o^' liMe dread of 
violatii^g the Akhighty's laws m the 
A^ightys .hotide;^0€er afqirehefisuki 
^it inthi^ ^^sucb the eye cf 6bd is ij^on 
yOtt? Nch^ if you isi^ ipi^veilt^ sweaii^ 
kercj hf the feai^' bf httaiaii pttiiikhmeDt^^ 
it is a proof that(yoiir 'Ibu* bf 'ttaA isi 
^ater than youi' fear ^t Odit^wAmi 
tttiit escssb'^y^ iHoii hb ^^mei^ ^i^ndeed.^ 
But if ybu date-iik '^Mhise -ind' dmor iil> 
this pkce) l^iisi^ yoii^tMnk!^^^ )mngf 
in his house, you are under the dEl^sedo^^ 
eye^ <^ yo/^ Kfel^er, lei n^ k&k ^ou, 
trh^re^n ^6^ (i^to^ "S^ujffielf 9 so tbstt be 
i^iiitll fidt'see<ye4? Haire yoaithe stupid 
feily djicl madness to ^ii^^ ^at thie 
ntoihent you^ ;get oat of Chapid,- you. 
ai« 'oftt 6f t}i& cfigfat of yovr . G^rettor, 
^d ^' Jrf: >Iiteity to act and talk as if 
m' ligie^ :^ fiot % Ok ! my Brethito^ 
do recollect thatAotfaing can he c(mcealed 
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fitmi your God !— If; \ub i^es ibehokl yofu 
here they beholdyo^ eVery where. '' -H^ 
t$ ad(>u^ ^(mr p^h and aimd yowr bed 
(mi »p%eth aUiall ym^ ways^'* Noiv* if 
you kntm tibat the Goppel forbids all 
tirickedness of this kind;-J-if you knowj 
too, thAt youlcaa n^ther^say nor do imy 
thtilig, Unheard imd unseen by God, you 
oertainiy have be^n ^f hearers of the 
K^dT'^r-but wh^n all tUs knowledge is in* 
sufficioit to check an oath or a curse^ what 
sniist be thou^t of ym% It must be 
thou^t that 60 far from being '' doers of 
the toitrd^'' you ate wilfiil a^d^obstinate 
despiser^ of it, — aiid that you are travel'^ 
Kng the wid^ twid that leads to eternal 
destnictkm. ^ 

, I have thus endeavoured to impress upon 
you the difierence between the doers and 
the mere faearersof God's law. — ^To which 
dass id people you wiU henceforth belong 
irests only with youiselves ; — ^but remem- 
ber that if you choose to remain m your 
jpresenti sitiiationl as hearers ordy^ — ^you 
witt:be without^ aAy exeuse Inr yourselves^ 
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when at the day of judgment, you are 
called from the grave to answer for your 
neglect of those means and oj^rtunities 
of amendment, which the providence of 
God has condescended to give you. 
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ON LOVE TO OUR NEIGHBOUR* 



IJoHN iv. 20,21. 

If a man «oy, / love God, and hateth his bro^ 
theVf he is a liar : for he thai hveth not his 
brother whom he hath seen, hofv can he love 
God whom he hath not seen f And thisCom^ 
mandment have we from him. Thai he wh4 
laveih God, love his bro^ier also. 

St« JOHN tells us in tiro places of the 
dmpta: from which my text is takaa, that 
^^God is love;'' meaoiiig thereby, that 
every thing good, merciful, gracious, benei- 
volent and forgiving is centerec^ in Him : 
^— and he gives us an instance of this love 
|n thefiiet, that ^' God ^ent hisimly hegot^ 
ton Sen into the world that we mi^ht 
live through Him I ' — "no^ that we loved 
Gddy hut that He loved its,'' ^, 

Have you ever considered, as you ought 
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to do, this astonishing proof of the love 
shewn to us by Gfodi If yoii have not, 
think upon it now. Suppose that any of 
you were surrounded by all the happiness, 
which this world is capable of bestowing 
— suppose, too, that there was a number of 
poor wretches, who had brought themselves 
into a state of the most deplorable misery 
by their own folly,-*-and towards whom 
yoii had shewn every possible kindness 
which, however, they had treated both with 
peglect and ingratitude; — spurning your 
offei^ qf.pardon for their misconduct, — and 
diespififiog the just authority which, for their 
own good, you were entitled to exercise 
over tliem. Suppose, I say, that this were 
the case, would you send your only and most 
deariy beloved son among such people'? — 
lYould you consent, that in order to save 
these wretches from the severe conse- 
quences of their wickedness, your son 
should live among them, be abused by 
them, scoffed at, spit upon, and at last, 
put ' to death in the most cruel and 
ignominious mannerlV^No;— however you 
ipight be desirous to do good to these lost 
an^ desperate people, it is beyond,— far 
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heyond human nature to tajke such a steji^ 
for dieir welfare* What then ought to be 
your thoughts of that divine love which 
condescended to do for mankind, what 
mankind could not— would not do for each 
other ! The whole world was nothing less^ 
than a crowd of wicked, mismtble and 
perishing wretches-— the whole world was 
lying under the just anger of the Almighty, 
when, his love induced Him to send his Son 
upon earth, and offer to all mankind terms 
of foi^veness, peace, and happiness. Such 
is the astonishing, the incomprehensible 
love which the Almighty has shewn to sin- 
ners : — and well, therefore, may St. John 
say, that ^^If God so loved t^^ we ought 
also to love one another.^'* 

We ought to love one another, if om* 
Mly motive for doing so were God's com- 
mand;— but when we learn, — ^when we 
know, the degree of love which God shewed 
us " whUe we were yet mrners^^' shall we 
object to love our brother, — our neighbour, 
)ecause we )nay not be perfectly pleased 
vith him"^ Can any offence,— can every 

♦ 1 Joho iv. 11, . 
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QflTeaoe put together, yvlieh any ode may. 
haVe committed against us, w^h as a 
featJi^ in the scale, when codapaced with 
those numbedless and daily offexices which 
we, knowingly, lire guilty of towards God? 
—Certainly not ;— and yet, while we stand 
80i»uch inneed of the fbigi veoess aiui k>ve 
of our Maker, we dare to shew malice and 
hatred against those who have given ua 
some triSing of&nce, — often againist those 
who have never iogm^ed us at all. But he 
who is,.iii reality, a Christian, koowiiig the 
will of God, is janxious to observe it as; 
much as lies in his power and is deeply 
^^isible of. the love which God ha^ sliewn 
to mankind. He will therefore lote his 
neighbour, because God has aHnmatided it, 
and because he feds the iieoessity of doing 
so when God has shewn sticb . love to.him. 
If then, my Brethrmi, you mwld know 
the real Christiaii ;'— if you w<^idd attain 
a salutary knowfedge of your own hearts, 
examine both the one and the bther by 
this nile;-^tte rule which teaches yon 
tjbat no JOBiOrCUft love /God, ttlilei^she, love 
his brother also crrM ^ ^ f*«w ^«y» ^ ^^^ 
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Goiy and huteth his brother j h'e h, a iia/r: 
fw he that lo^eth not his brother 9Jbhom 
he hath seerifl haw can he love God whom 
he hath not seeff. ?" 

It may here be proper to ^iquire iuifiQ 
the nature of that loye ^rhich forms so^ne^ 
cessary a qu$,Iity : m the character of A 
ChristiaQ. \Ve may learn what it is, in on^ 
respect, by the word^ of St. John, who 
says^ " Whoso hath this 'world's goodj and 
seeth his brother have need, ofnd shutte^ 
up his bowels of compassion from him ; 
howdwelleth the love of Oodin him?''^ 
that is-^how can siny man love lekher Gtad 
or his neighbour, who, haying the powers 
will not assist his fellow^-creatwe in distrossi 
The kind of loVe here m^atidned may not 
apply exactly to you, Prisoners ;-n-your 
situation may b6 One in which you haV6 
little or nothing . to bestolv :— and wh«^ 
there is reallff nO power of doing gOod^ 
this particul£d?,-HQOlliing will be expected,- 
But love, ChristiamJove, shews itself nnder 
another form ;— a form; alluded tp by St 
Paul, when he says, that ^^ Love worketh 

♦ IJehn iii* 17* . 
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no ill to his neighbour y^ This then is 
the love which I would more especially 
recommend to your notice and practice. 
Although it may be out of your power to 
bhew your love to your neighbour, by giving 
him money, food, or any other assistance 
he may require ; — ^yet it is in your power 
to avoid doing him an injury. If you can- 
tiot do him any good, you may at least do 
liim no harm, and thus prove that, in some 
degree at least, you possess that heavenly 
kind of good will which ^^ worheth no ill to a 
neighbour. ^' Believeme,mydearBrethren> 
Ihat if you have the slightest wish to be 
thought Christians, — or, what is of much 
more importance, — if you have the slightest 
intention to please your divine Master, you 
must bring yourselves to that mode of 
thinking and acting which will induce you 
to forbear injuring any One, let the oppor- 
tunity be ever so favoura,ble, or the tempta- 
tion ever so strong. Now I dare say that 
most of you will be ready to tell me, that 
you would do no injury to any one : — ^but 
we are so ready to deceive ourselves, 
in regard to our own condufct, that it will 

* Rom. xiii« 10, 
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be well la exainine a little into your de*< 
daration that you would injure no one. 
To utter fiilse and malicious lies against any 
one would be a serioiis injury which, per- 
haps, you may think you would not be 
guilty of; that is, if the person had not 
offended you : but if an opportunity should 
offer for you to revenge yourselves upon a 
man against whom you had a little spite, 
by circulating a false and injurious report 
against him, would you have the fear of 
offending God so much before your eyes, 
that you would restrain your lips li If you 
would — if you would put a guard upon your 
tongue, when perhaps a single word would 
gratify your feeling of revenge against one 
whom you disliked, then indeed we may 
h(^ that you have some real pretension 
to the character of a Christian, and that 
you possess scwoae of that love which * * work^ 
eth no ill to a neighbour : — but if, on the 
ccmtrary, you would seize upon any occa-"- 
fiion to requite either a fimcied or a real 
injury, by saying any thing calculated to 
hurt your neighbour's person or character, 
tiben we may be sure that the love of Grod 
dwells not iQ you ; and that you have nO 
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more chdta to the clud'acter of a sincere 

Christian than has a Jew, a Turk, or a 
sava^. 

. It Qiight be thought. Prisoners, liiat 
^ong you who are all sufferring in the 
same manner, there would be a great 
tdllingness to %hten each: other's bur- 
dens, and as^st each other's difficulties iand 

A 

distresses i — but I am grieved to the heart 
to be obliged to declare th^t thus is not 
the case. If the temptations^ the pleasures, 
or the nuseries of the world have been too 
much: for your religious firmness to contend 
against, — ^it should not be the case in this 
place ; for here there are but few tempta-* 
tions to mislead you. You might here 
learn to practice forbearance^ moderaticm, 
and sobriety, because an indu%ence in any 
kind of excess is beyond your reach ; — ^and 
you cannot here plead hunger or necessity 
as an excuse for ill conduct to your fellow- 
creatures, because you are provided with 
every ^ thing necessary for your fm^r 
mamtenance. But in spite of the restraints^ 
you are under, m spite of the opportunities 
in:id eitccvmn^ements to amend your con- 
4uctj what is the feet, in regard to your 
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conduct to one another"? How many are 
Ihere among you who sit here, listening 
daily to the word of Grod, and who, few s^ 
that, take every opportunity of injuring or 
oppressing a fellow prisoner — and that too 
in the most wanton, the most shameless, 
fmd the most wicked manner? Not to 
mention many other ways in which an un* 
offending and. unsuspecting, prisoner may 
be made to suffer, — ^I will remind you of the 
frequent and just complaints which ar^ 
made with respect to the stealing of food. 
It may be, that in all these cases, the 
guilty person cannot be discovered ; but 
it is quite enough to know that there are 
among you wretches so depraved, so lost 
in btutal wickedness, that they would it)b 
a sufiering fellow prisoner of the last mwsd 
of his food merely to gratify their own un* 
feeUng ; selfislmess. — O! gracious God, 
touch and soften the hardened consciences 
of these perishing offenders, — ^teach them 
the necessity of doing thy will; — ^teach 
them to love their brethren, teach them to 
Ipy^ thee ; enable them to bring forth the 
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fruits of a sincere repentance, — and finally 
cast them not away in the hour of eternal 
judgment ! 

Shameful and wicked as these practices 
are, there are yet other ways in which a 
fellow prisoner may suffer loss and injury ; 
— ^ways, too, which are little if at all less 
shameful and less wicked. I allude to the 
practice of gaming. This vice, even under 
its best form, is odious, — for then one man 
hopes to benefit by the loss of another ; 
and surely when that is the case, — ^there 
can be none of that love which worketh no 
ill to a neighbour. But gaming, as it is 
practised here, is nothing less than an 
abominable union of tricking, fraud, and 
robbery. If a poor creature comes within 
these walls possessed of a little money, it 
is only too probable that his unsuspecting 
ignorance will soon make him the victim of 
some devilish scheme of cheating and plun* 
der. Prisoners, what I have just said is 
only too true ; — ^you know that it is only 
too true : — and yet the wretches who do 
mch things as I speak of, call themselves 
Christians ; — fancy, perhaps, that they are 
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Christians. But, believe me, Christianity 
can no more dwell with such mistaken 
creatures, than light can with darkness. 
A real Christian loves God ; and he who 
loves God will love his brother also ; — 
but can he love his brother who cheats r 
himl—No— no;— he who, in any way, 
cheats his neighbour, is no Christian, and 
has no claim to that everlasting happiness 
which is prepared, through the blood of 
Christ, for Christians only. 

In conclusion, let me once more remind 
you, how deeply bound you are to do all 
the good you can to any of your fellow 
creatures. If you should not have the 
means to assist them, at least you can 
avoid injuring them. Recollect that it is 
God's express command that you should 
never harm any one;— ^d above all, 
recollect this command, when you are 
tempted to say anything to your neigh* 
hour s prejudice, to deprive him of any 
thing which belongs to him, or to cheat 
him out of anything by gaming. Begin 
to amend your conduct in these particulars 
*--do so from a fear of offending God, and 
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there can be liUle doubt but that a peraeve- 
rance ia such good resdutions^ coupled 
i^ith eafiie9t and frequent supfdicatioos 
for ihe assis^nce of God'9 holy spirit, will 
soon enabiei you to attakt such a state of 
rel^kms amendment that you mvf. hy 
claim to the reality as well as to the out- 
Dravd reputation of a Christian character. 
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ON THE CALLED AND CHOSEN. 



Matthew xxii. 13, 14. 

ITien said the king to the servants^ Bind him 
hand and foot and take him away^ and cast 
him into outer darkness ; there shall be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth. Por many 
are cailed^btUfew are chosen* 

7H£SE verses are takea from our Sa-* 
vjour s pairable of the king iiviio made a- 
marriage feast for his son. In that para* 
Ue it is said that the gu^ts who were, at 
first, bidden to tlie feast, not only refused 
to come, but treated the king's messen- 
gers,, who were sent to caU them, wk^ 
the greatest barbarity, and even slew 
them. The king, howey^, being desi*- 

o2 
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rous that his feast should not be iindA- 
tended, sent his servants into the high- 
-ways, to iBTite and bring in nil' whom 
they might meet - with. ^ This b^g done, 
the kio^ came to see the gue$ts, and find- 
ing among them a man Who was without 
a wedding garment^ he ordered him to be 
bound and carried away, ^'far altkough^^^ 
said te, ** mtur^ are called^ few are 
chosen'' 

This wfdl ' known and beautiiiil parable 
represents the invitation givda to the 
Jews to embrace the Gospel (rf Christ ; — 
it represents their blind and obstinate re- 
jection of his invkation ; — the admission of 
the heathen nations into a share of those 
blessings so madly refused by the de- 
scendants of Abraham ;--Htnd the neces- 
sity incumbent upcm all those who' are 
called to the heaviady feast of being pro- 
vided with a proper marriage ganiieiit, — 
the garment of righteousness. 

To explain this parable more particnJar- 
ly, I may. observe that under the image of 
the king who .made a fea$t for. his son, 
we are to understand the Almighty King 
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of Heaven; who, in his eternal purpose, 
had appointed His only and beloved Son, 
Jesus Christ, to call the Jews to be par- 
takers of a new and more perfect instance 
of Almighty bounty, in the happiness and 
blessings of the Gospel. — But the Jews 
would not listen to his gracious call; on 
the contrary, they despised and rejected 
the servants and ministei*s of God, shew- 
ing tlieir contempt and abhorrence of them 
by putting them to death. The invitation 
to eternal rest and safety being therefore 
spurned by those who had hitherto been 
the chosen people of God from the time of 
Abraham. — The parable next describes 
how the servants were commanded to 
go into the highways and hedges to 
seek for guests; meaning thereby, that 
henceforth, the gates of eternal life should 
be open to every one who would duly 
attend to the merciful call of the Gospel. 
The invitation to God's eternal feast is 
now therefore extended to all mankind. 
Jew and Gentile, high and low, rich and 
poor, learned and ignorant ; — all are alike 
invited to partake of that heavenly treasure 

o3 
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which has been provided fori» by^^rac^ 
ous God, through the merits and mediation 
of his suffering but spotless Son. 

All men, then, are called : — but you vM 
say, that, according to the words of the 
parable, few are chosen ; for it is there 
stated that the king, finding one among 
the guests not having on a wedding gaa** 
ment, commanded him to be cast into outer 
darkness, where there should be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth ; for many are called, 
but few are chosen. This unfortunate 
guest who was cast into Outer darkness, 
was not chosen. Why 1 — ^Because he had 
not on a wedding garment ; and neither, 
my Brethren, will you be chosen, — ^neithw 
will you be suffered to enter into the king- 
dom of Gfod, unless you have on a wedding 
garment; — unless you are clothed with 
Christian faith and Christian works. Every 
one among you is mercifully and earnestly 
called to partake of the joys of a blessed 
immortality : — ^but whether you will pro- 
perly attend to that call is a matter which 
rests entirely with yourselves. Christ in- 
vites all men to be partakers of his kingdom, 
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fapt He Difli only e)i0dse thos^ x^lfo have 
eiod€iaT0ieM shlei^y to ^pikdify Ihem^ 
selves fot m^oeptiag that kv^ttttqii. The 
ireddiag ^rmeiat, — ^' th^ robe ^ righU^ 
emmss'^ which every obe BMst Ite 
ckMhed tt ^^ wotiM aee d]6 L^ tiionfy 
the figw^v^ fcu^uge ivych ateaisis, ia 
geaeml, a 1^ of ri^teoosoess; mA no 
itMa €d;a pretead toi lUs^ v^ho does 
not e»^by lu» utiuos^ ^^tnteav^Mlrs to 
foeoom^ IB ^ tibu^ a Christiaii;-^k 
thdughtS) \tords, woirkB) aad &kb,^^-a 
Christian. 

My BrMhrm, whelher yeyu will be 
aUH>tig tbe chosen is Imq^vm cuofy tio Him 
'' before whom all heaxtn are o^^, an^ 
firom/iprhom no secrets are hid ;"Mbut you 
youisdvea can ptondantse vrh^ear yob 
have not been among the number of the 
called^ — Search your €fvtn heuts and aHx- 
sciences ;««Hrecolle$t tlie xmsiy diflferent 
ways in which you have been caHed.---- 
Have you not been called by thi^ i^vealed 
word of your Maber 1 Have you .not be^ 
e^cMTted »to examine for yourselves the 



(296 On thfi Called and Chosen. 

•Holy Scriptures 1 Huve not their promises 
of eterual life, their threatenings of ever- 
lastiDg punishment been frequently and 
most anxiously enforced upon you "l Have 
•I shunned to declare unto you the whole 
council of GkKi ^ Have I not denounced 
the divine anger against all kinds of 
vrickedness % Have I not sought to 
awakqn in you a godly sorrow, by holding 
out the gracious promises of Grod's for- 
giveness to all " that with hea|rty:repent- 
,ance and true feiith turn to Himl" If I 
have done these things, have yo\i not been 
called ? Have you not been called by the 
preaching of the " engrafted word which 
is able to save your souls ?" 

Most men who have had the happiness 
to be bom and educated in a Christian 
country, have had, or might have had, a 
. call of this kind ; — ^but you, my Br^thr^i, 
have had the advantage of another call. 
.It may have happened, that, owing to 
your situation, or rather to your irreligious 
habits, you have not hitherto heard the 
call of the Gospel in its full power and 
eflBcacy. It may have happened, that. 
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sank in profligacy and vice, — ^following all 
tincleanness with greediness, you have 
not merely neglected, but shunned the 
caJl which would rouse you from your 
sleep of death ; — ^and therefore it has 
pleased Him who permits not a sparrow 
to fall to the ground without his know- 
ledge, to extend his mercy to you, by a 
call of another description. The irregu- 
larities, the vices, and the crimes, which 
you may have been guilty of, are now 
overtaken by human punishment: — and 
that human punishment is, for you, a di- 
vine call to repentance and to salvation. 
While living in the world, and fearful 
only of the world's law, your dread of 
Almighty justice may have been ti-iflin^ 
and powerless: but now having been 
overtaken by earthly justice, you have 
time and opportunity to meditate upon 
the threatened punishment which Heaven 
has revealed against ungodliness of every 
kind. Now you are no longer occupied 
in the sinful pursuits of your former lives : 
— now you are not busy in planning 
schemes of fraud and plunder, — ^unless in- 

o4 
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deed y^ur deppayity should exceed the 
faonandfi^of belief ;«~hat havkg been made 
sensible that there is nothing less than 
Biisery for the wicked^ even k this world, 
y«m may at jeogth see the real wisdom of 
making the laws of Grod your gukie. 
Yonr present pmiishment, I repeat it, 
than, is a, call to repentance and to salva- 
iirni ;— it may be instrumental in reform* 
i»g your future life, and in qualifying you 
ia attain the .kingdom of God. But I do 
KUit mean to aay that such a blessed effect 
rpiilbe^ jwodiiced upon you ; — ^I know the 
depmvHy of the human heart ; I know 
^ obstinate nature of habitual tmgodli* 
ness ; — and I know, only too weU, the 
immovable wickedness which reigns even 
ijn this house of punishment and woe. 
Your present sufferings might be the 
means of your future good, if you would 
lightly and religiously profit by them : — 
but I dare not, I cannot hope that tliey 
will be of any spiritual benefit to you, 
when I perceive that riot, quarrelling, 
swearing, gaming, and even robbery are 
still practised among you as much as if 
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you had never beett puuiaheid for aaeh 
thiogs^-^-««3 if you had stever kftown tibrt 
Qod y^nAdi be reveo^ed for thetti. 

Now what does this excess of ^cked^ 
aesia sImw? Does it shew tkityonara 
HOt aiueog the number of those who 
are eMed? No such thing :-^it only 
riiewsB ihsLt yoo wfll not )mbBA to the 
oidl: it only dbewa that widcedae» 
aad an have so hard^^d ycwr hearts, 
ffait, unless God shouid toueh and soften 
tiiem by sosme extraordinary vnatatiooi 
you will^ m^t pvobabty^lehd the remainder 
rfy«iu:liv«aa you have led th^ fttm. 
the besii>miig,-*^and at laBt, &U aafeep m 
your 3ittts and awake in— ^HeU. But 
again I say to you, this does not prove 
that you are not amoiag the nutaber of the 
coiled' ; it only proves that you are dmf 
to the call, and consequratly that you are 
not among l^hose 'who will be chosen. 

Now let me remind you, that, at the 
last day, when you shall all stand be&re 
the judgment i»at of God, if you shmM 
befouttd not having on a wedding gur«^ 
u^t-^-tbe clothing of godliness, — and so 
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be cast into outer darkness where there 
will be nothing but weeping and misery, 
— ^the fitult will be your own, and only 
your o^. Christ has merdfaUy and 
plainly called you to partake of his salva- 
tion : — ^He has called you by the preach- 
ing of his word, — and He has called you 
by the warning which you may derive 
from your present punishment. Are not 
these sufficient to awake you from your 
sleep of destruction? What more can 
you desire li Is it that you are not per- 
fectly convinced that there is a world 
to come, where sin will be punished and 
goodness rewarded % In that case, indeed, 
it is very evident that my exhortations to 
you will be quite useless : — ^but I am weD 
assured that if you were asked the plain 
questions upon this subject, you would 
declare your fall belief in all the doctrines 
of the Christian religion ; although your 
habits of sin are fixed with such lamentable 
obstinacy that you find it hard to follow 
its precepts. But, Prisoners, sin and 
wickedness must be forsaken, or hell must 
be encountered. It may be difficult for 
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an habitual and long-practised . sinner to 
strip himself of all his earthly corruptions, 
and put on the pure habits of the Gospel ; 
^— but will it not be a harder task, to con- 
tinue living in this world the miserable 
slave of iniquity, — ^to close a life of 
wickedness by a death of horror, — to 
meet your angry God at the great day of 
final reckoning, — ^and to be banished from 
his presence for ever, and sent into the 
company and torments of the damned? 
Weigh this serious matter in your own 
hearts, and in your own consciences; — 
and believe me that if you choose the 
good part, its difficulties will vanish. 
Only pray to your Almighty Father for 
strength and resolution to reform your 
lives, and, with the assistance which He 
gives to all who truly seek it, your task 
of amendment will not only be easy but 
delightful. Oh ! that our Almighty and 
Merciful God would so shed his blessed 
influence upon your hearts and under- 
standings, that you might henceforth 
make it your study, your pleasure, and 
your profit to serve Him fidthfrilly and 
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tiiily all the days of your life : and that 
being counted among those who are both 
called and chosen, you might at last 
attain an everiasting portion in the King- 
dom of Christ and of God ! 



SERMON XXIV. 



ON THE BAPTISM OF A CONVERT FRQM 

INFIDELITY. 



Acts viii. 36^ 

And as they went on their way^ they came to 
a certain water : and the eunuch satd^ See, 
here is water; what doth hinder me to be 
baptized f 

The unexpected way in which the 
providence of Gfod sometimes works for 
the spiritual advantage of his creatures, is 
^ely displayed in the circumstance con- 
nected with the words of my text.^-A 
servant to tlie queen of Ethiopia, — a man 
of high authority, was returning fiiom 
Jerusalem to his own country ; and as he 
travelled through a desert and uninhabited 
district* he was suddenly met by Philip, 



^ 
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the especial messenger of Gk)d, who, after 
instructing him in the doctrines of Chris- 
tianity, received him into the Christian 
Church, by conferring upon him the rite 
and privileges of baptism. 

In this interesting story, there is much to 
demand your very serious attention. You 
may here behold an instance of the divine 
goodness displayed in a I'emarkable manner 
— ^The Ethiopian, sitting in his chariot 
and journeying through a desolate tract, 
little thought that, at such a moment, the 
mercies of his Creator were to be extended 
to him ; — ^but that Eye which spieth out 
all our ways had seen the devout heart of 
this Ethiopian ; — ^had beheld his anxiety 
to become acquainted with spiritual truth ; 
•'--and, as a reward for his eminent piety, 
the Evangelist Philip was commissoned to 
^'^ preach unto him Jesus^^' and to baptize 
him. Thus it is that divine knowledge 
and grace are sent to those who sincerely 
seek them ; — ^and would to God, that one 
and all of you. Prisoners, would seek to be 
instructed in the things which concern your 
Salvation, with one-half the zeal and pains 
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exercised by this Ethiopian! He, afttec 
diligently perusing the Old Testament, 
learned that it was proper for the true be* 
lievers to worship God in the temple at 
Jerusalenr: — ^what he learned he endea- 
voured to practise ; and accordingly, he 
went from Ethiopia to Jerusalem, — ^under- 
taking a toilsome journey of two thousand 
miles for the purpose of doing what he be- 
lieved his Maker required; — and upon 
Ids return homewards we find him still en-* 
gaged in his devout practises, — ^being occu- 
pied in reading the book of Isaiah at the time 
when Pliilip met with him. Now contrast 
your conduct with that of the Ethiopian. 
What is required from you, as Christians 
compared to the labour which this man 
underwent of his own free will ? He un- 
dertook a long and tedious journey for the 
single purpose of praying to God in his 
temple at Jerusalem: — ^your unwilling 
steps have only to pass a few yards to the 
house of prayer. To the Ethiopian the 
Scriptures were difficult and mysterious ; 
— ^to you they are plain and easy ; — they 
lie under your hands, yet you will scarcely 
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epen them. Nay, more than this,- — your 
duty to God and your neighbour is taught 
you daily, — disproved to be conducive even 
to your earthly happiness ; yet you wilfully 
and obstinately disregard tiiat duty ; and 
the hardness of yom* hearts resists every 
eflS)rtto soft^i and touch them with a 
si^ffie of your lost and desperate condition. 
But, Prisoners, a day will come when die 
Ethiopian Eunuch wili rise up in judgm^t 
against you ; and he who left his cxmntrf 
and fiiends to seek the salvation of the Lcnrd 
wiU be called to everlasting glory; while 
you will be driven into eternal night and 
mkery for despising those opportunities of 
safety which have laia^ as it were, at your 
very doors. 

The remarkable circumstance attending 
the baptism of the Ethiopian was, I have 
already observed, its being so sudden ; — 
and it is a most gratifying and encou* 
raging thought 1x> the i^eal Christian to 
reflect, that, even in our time, the gracious 
purposes of Almighty God are sometimes 
brought to pass in a manner equaUy unex* 
pected. It is truly said in the book of 
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life thslt ^^ whom the liwrd Imetii hie 
€h(iste7^tJi;'* and when we perceive that 
misfortiflie, whether merked or otherwise,^ 
19 the means of rousing a sinner to a seiEie 
of his danger, to reflection, Mid fio repent^ 
ance,— we may humbly hope that He 
whose aU-directing provi^nce has thnil 
condescended to begin the work of con* 
v^^ion, wiH, of his mercy ^ bring it to a 
gloriom conclusion. In making these 
remarks, I allude to an individuialf axnc^ 



*Heb. xii. 6. 

t The person here aUtided to — by profession a 
surgeon,— liad pasi^d the greater part of his lifft 
in a tteighbonrhood wfeere he acted as tbe chief 
speaker io a dmstical d^ating* society^ His faiind 
liatred to Revelation extended to its templea and 
ordinaQcest — and having, after a midnight de- 
bauch, entered 4^e church ^nd comnitted Sacrilege 
-^his cottviction of the crime so^ afterwards 
followed, and ho was sentenced to transpoTitat]o&. 
While In prison^ his thoughts were roused, peribaps 
fiaturatiy, to the contemplation of a course of Me 
wbich had, at last, produced so disgraceful a cpn*< 
s^uence ;'— and the autbor, hoping that tbo unfbr* 
tunate man's mind would now be open to a convie* 
tion of the misery of limg' without God in the 
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you, who, through the course of his past 
life^ has lived in utter carelessness an(} dis- 
r^aid of the one thing needftil-^religion ; 
but who now, I humbly hope, has received 
the inestimable gift of repentance to the 
axiknowledgment of the truth ; — ^who, from 
the neglect of those who should have 
brought him up ** in the nurture and admo- 
rdtion of the Lord^^'* having never been 
made a member of Christ's flock, now seeks 
admission into the church of God, praying 
that he may be washed from his former 



world, had many conversations with him upon 
his dangerous opinions, and supplied him with such 
books as he thought would be likely to dissipate them. 
The result, so far as the author has the means of 
judging, was a happy one. After the lapse of about 
two months, he avowed himself a sincere Christian, 
and requested to be baptized,— his admission into 
the Church having been neglected both by his father 
and himself. He requested also that the ceremony 
might be performed in the presence of all the pri- 
soners; in order, he said, to compensate, as much 
as possible, by the publicity of his reformation, for 
the injury he had done to society by his former 
opinions and example. 

Ephes. vi. 4. 
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sins, and become regenerate by the sacra- 
ment of baptism. Paut and Barnabas 
taught their disciples that " through 
much tribulation th^ must enter into the 
kingdom of God ;'^* — and I pray to our 
Almighty Father that the tribulation 
which has, in this instance, accompanied 
the imprisonment of the body, and which 
has touched the sufferer with a sense of the 
worthlessness of earthly things, may be the 
gracious instrument, in his hands, of liber- 
ating the soul from the desolatii^ bondage 
of sin and the devil. 

Baptism is a ceremony in which the 
person is sprinkled with water, as an out- 
ward sign of being spiritually cleansed 
from the pollution which clings, by nature, 
to every child of fallen Adam. John the 
Baptist preached the " baptism of re^ 
pentance for the remission of sins;''^^ 
and our Holy Saviour sanctioned the 
practice both at the commencement and 
at the close of his ministry. In the for- 
mer He was himself baptised by John ; — 
in the latter He commanded his, disciples 

* Acts xiy. 22. f Luke iii. 3. 
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to ^^ go and temeh edl neiions, hapttzing 
them in the Tusme of the Father, of 
the son, and of the Hahf Ghost.''* In 
this cer^QQOay, the pecson baptized be*- 
coqpte9 ^^ a m^nb^ (^Christ, the child of 
Giod, and an inheritor of the Kingdom of 
Heaven." These, my Brethren, are im- 
portant privil^es. To be made a mem- 
ber of Christ, the first privilege conferred, 
is to be united to Him in such a manner, 
that we may consider ourselves part of that 
spiritual society, or body, which has 
Christ for its head — " Mor He is the head 
from which all the body, knit together 
by joints and bands, hamng nourishment 
ministered, encreaseth with the encreoM 
qf Godr^ To be made the child of 
Grod is the second privilege of baptism. 
By nature we are the children of wrath, — 
partaking the corrupt nature of Adam, we 
are bom in din;-^the anger of the Al- 
mighty, which punished the wickedness of 
om* first parents, still continues at enmity 
mth the^ inherited sinfulness of their pos- 
terity. But our gracious Maker, pitying 

* Mat. xxviii, 19. f Goloss. ii« 19. 
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us even in his anger, bus consented to re- 
ceive us OBce more into his favour, for 
the sake of Jesus Christ ; — if we bdyfeve 
in Him, and forsake our sins, the Al- 
mighty will again regiard us as his chil- 
dren ; " ybr," according to the words of 
St. John, " as mojny a$ receive Christy 
to them gives He power to become the 
sons of God^ even to them that believe 
in his name^* United to Him who is 
expressly calkd the Son of Grod, we are 
" WiOde the children of God, by faith 
in Jesus Christ J' '^ But great as these 
two privileges are, they would have been 
incomplete without that crowning m^^y 
which gives to those who are baptized, 
the power of becoming inheritors <^ the 
Kingdom of Heaven. What is it to become 
an inheritor of the Kingdom of Heaven '^ 
Consider the meaning of these words. — 
It is to be entitled to a never ending hap- 
piness both of body and soul ; it is to live 
in the sight, and under the protection of 
God, in a place where there will be neither 
pain nor sorrow; — ^where the greatest 

* John i. 12. t Gal. iii. 16» 
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happiness this earth can bestow will be as 
much exceeded in degree, as it will be m 
duration : for there ^ when the blessed chfl«- 
dren of God have lived in joy unspeakable 
for a millioA of centuries, they will be no 
nearer the end of theii' happiness than 
they were at the moment of their admis- 
sion into Heaven. 

These then are the invaluable privil^es 
conferred upon us by baptism : but let us 
never foi^et, that there are certain condi- 
tions to be fulfilled by us, before we can 
claim the benefit of those privileges; — 
conditions which require, on our parts, 
that we shall renounce the Devil and his 
works, the vanities of the wwld, and the 
lusts of the flesh ; — ^that we shall beliefve 
the articles of the Christian faith, and 
that we shall obey God's holy will* In 
the baptism of infants these conditions are 
undertaken, in the name of the child, by 
the godfathers and godmothers: — ^but 
when persons of mature age are admitted 
into the congregation of Christians, they 
themselves make the promises ; — and it is 
incumbent. upon such persons to consider 
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well tftat upQn the sibeere perfi)nDaiice 
of their baptismal vovrs depends ihaac 
title to tlie besoefit^ I hav6 abeady sppken 
of. 

To remnmce the Devil and his 'irorks, 
the vanitiies of the world, and the histe of 
the flesh, am expressions which may be 
imderstood by my one : — ^they mean the 
forsaking of wickedness of every descrip* 
tion; not only of those horrible kinds 
which may be siqpposed to have the great 
enemy of mankind for their immediate 
author, — but also every species of evil 
which may be at all likely to interfere 
with our Christian duty. It may be dii^ 
ficult to attain such p^^t obedience ;— 
it may be impossible: — ^but nevertheless 
we must stride to the uttermost of ofwt 
power to attain it : we must not think to 
bargain with God's laws, and consent to 
observe what is easy, while we excuse 
ourselves from what is difficult. P%»«;iT--we 
must, to the utmost oi our knowledge 
and power, — ^mark what I say, — ^to the 
utmost of our knowledge and power, we 

p 
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ihust labour unceasingly to obey the will 
of God. 

It is lamentable to think of the numbers 
who are living in the world, unmindful of 
their God and his commandments, — ^wil- 
fully ignorant of his promises and threat- 
enings,— careless unbelievers, perhaps, 
in his existence and power. And yet, no 
doubt, all these people have promised, by 
their stireties, that they will believe in 
God and perform his will. How are they 
performing it'? How are they keeping 
their solemn promises % How many per- 
sons are there amcMig you, Prisoners, who, 
calling yourselves Christians, nevertheless 
act in a manner so. wicked, — so profli- 
gate, — in such open defiance of the an- 
ger and justice of your Maker, — ^that I 
question whether the .heathen and the 
savage, who know not God, and never 
heard the name of Christ, could shew, 
more complete unbeHef, and more brutal 
stupidity, in every thing connected with 
goodness and religion. Oh, my Brethr», 
since you . wish to be called Christians, 
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endeavour to live like Christians. Your 
duty is set before you ; — you are in-? 
structed in all things necessary to your 
salvation ; and if you still persist in fol- 
lowing '* all uncleanness with greedi^ 
ness r it will be quite clear tlmt yoavnU 
not, that yoawish not, to be gayed. But 
remember this, hnowing ybur duty; and 
disregarding it, your condemnation will 
be the greater ; — and the time.mt^^. arrive 
when you will bitterly curse the: folly 
wliich made you deaf to the calls of a 
Merciful Saviour. A time must come 
when, driven into the eternal dungeons of 
the damned, you will recollect that your 
horrible fate is the consequence oi your 
own obstinacy. 

. Before I conclude, it is proper that I 
should address a few words to the partioU* 
lar object of* the ceremony shortly to be 
performed. After having walked in time 
past, in the ways of ungodliness, ^^ dead 
in trespasses andsiriSy' resigning yourtelf 
to the natural waywardness of a mind un-^ 
influenced by rdigioja, you are, by th^ 
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mj^riem ^t graoioud power dT Gtod^ 
fXHtde alive ioAhe neceaeity of repentaiice. 
Yov ane now broi^t to a knowledge iX 
jkl^ fidleh md lost ctinditioi^ your only 
«^sctto/rott which lies in cokotng to ihat 
$aTi<iot. itbost blood was shed for yoip 
«(dvatidtt. In receiviDg tlie oatward and 
^«»bfe>ign of ba^ptini^ I fervently pray, 
ibkttt, l^y the^ mercy of. your JSedeemer, 
^^ikxt&^j^ be ^^ Washed, mmct^bid 
mdjmitj^ in th^ nama of the Lord 
ife^i^y 4md hf the SpirfU ibf mar Qod.''^ 
Aiid I humbly mippUcate the Etei^nd ¥k^ 
tke^tii %lit and Mt^ tluit, sdnee He has^ 
ttf his :gM»,t i^oodness, tovcired your kemt 
jmak in godly soitow for past transgres* 
sions, He will be pleased to bring hid 
ivikrk' to It bloBsed pehfectMn ; aflod that, 
«viftietiaE|- BtruggUng with tribdlation, or in 
ibe^ idnjoyment of prafiperity ; whet(i6r ao<- 
jonrnniig'in a fos^eign lacnd^ or nis«OK«ed t^ 
yotfr liaArre od«mCry,-^you may nearer for^ 
g«ft thf mer^ and Joi/^ trf God who has 
caUcId you to this state '<)f6ali/9tion z-^ut. 
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on the contrary, that, in all your thoughts, 
words and works, ever setting the hws of 
your Creator before you, you may, at last, 
encounter the hour of death, armed with 
Christian hope, and meet the Day of 
Judgment with humble confidence in the 
mercy of your God, 
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SERMON XXV. 



ON THE EXECUTION OF A GRIXIIIAL. 



Ezra vii. 26. 

• • . ... 

And. fohosoeoer unit not do, the Um ofXhg 
God and the law of the king, let judgment 

• be executed speedily upon him^ whether it be 
unto death or banishment. 

The obstinate wickedness of the Jews 
having, at length, wearied out the long 
suffering of their merciful God ; He pu- 
nished them by withdrawing his protec- 
tion^ and giving them up as prey unto the 
kings of Assyria; who overthrew the holy 
city, and carried away its inhabitants into 
a long and severe captivity. 

That Being, however, " at whose com-^ 
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03tod kmtiDBB and «ibpira» rite aad ftll 
flimiish and decay," sient Cpii% king: aS 
Persia, yAism he had andbted ^^tombdt^ 
naOans before himi'* to destpcry, initft 
tMrn^the Aaaywan name^ and to terminate 
theeaptiirilyof theJenrs. - .' 

These remarkahbi|ieD|de were, aocoi^ 

Gynis aad his m^sB^jfxrs mad^ sevi^nil 
dec^'eea m their &vour, enabling th^n to 
rebuild thekr teng|>leandc%; and tOjestftb- 
Usba^uaei the worship of the oae trueGod. 
^^ fPy^atgdevi^^'' hSlju thePerawnnionafeh, 
^^f§ 4immAandedby the Ood qf Heawjh 
lei it be diliffmttly done for the home qf 
the Crod qf Heaven ;'' ^^ and thorn Ezra^ 
qfter the msdam.qf. Uy Qed which imn, 
thif^e iimdy set ma^trates jmd judges^ 
vfhich may judge all the people ;" f f^ (mid 
whoioever will not do the Iqw of thy Ood 
and the law of the hmg^ let jtidgment 
be executed speedily upon him^ whetlier 
it be unio d^ath or banishment* * , 

HieM^ directions were, in &ct, a permis- 
sion to the Jews, to live according to those 

♦ Isaiah xlv. 1. ' f Ezra vii. 23. 25. 
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d»iMdjBi9Mtfkir^Ee!M^^ 



<Clu)isti8tBf tlieliliiiidatio^ oiSbH tlMTYtdii 
aldimgirifllictot/ made b^ gemmkmmatt 
for the general welfitre;' AaiDiigt.4lieBfl^ 

mthtB ptmfeh \rHh dmth or liuiiisjhffiieiit) 
thc^perpeCrAtora of those deriMs^ttid dreM& 
fifleiit^ whidi e&(ki%e» (htelhres mA 
ptofMaty of ]»e»i When hanxdeM'ahd 
lAuiiispectiiig people are fnased fiout th6ii» 
sleep* ttt> iiiida%ht^ l^ the eurses of the 
botue-breaScer, or the report of hkrptetol; 
triiea they are dragged from t^eir h^Ah 
bylhA savage irkilence (tf i^rueriiMir aaatf 
not only tkreiOmed i?«i(h theloss of^llbi 
bttt^ ikkf^ • ifMtder 4MfkMMy attem^d j*^ 
^ivhen these thi^^iur^ done in theiattit, 
the ju£f(iee^^ und eten the meroy/of the 
kwsttMf «onbemed'tb pimish tbeo^idAs. 
Jtt^ic«^emiitld04iieMfd of Mm^ ^^vto hii)» 
wilfully shed th» Udo^ of his feUoW^^rekr 
tntie ; iMhfle-miroy ifirSK^ wto pitt* the 
laws m ffSVCB'^^ 

people may be protected fcooiitlis Mvage 

p4 
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jtid^OeikiBsneaB of the wtcked,^--«[iid , also, 
vtbat.the wicked tb^nselvies liiajr be.turoed 
;fr(Hix:the:evil of tbnr ways^ by. theooii- 
.teDsplfUkticm of that dreadful &te^ which, 
^Booner or later, will ovatake the robber 
.and the destroyer. 

T^t fiite ;— -that punishn^^J-rJ^ us 
.consider the circumMances coiuiected with 
it. — lj$t. m suppose that some misgiiided 
mm, having committed an oflS&nce worthy 
of d§ath, is now tormeiited by. the stings 
•of hi9 copficience, and by the perpetual 
idread of being overtaken by jufitice. He 
^sappehended; — aqd thrown into Prison 
jto await his trial. Here he will have time to 
Jook, ba4^ upon the wickedness of his past 
4ife;-r-to look forward to the dreadful 
4»^ner in which, most hkely, that life 
,will terminate ; — and if there be left in his 
breast, one spark of religious belief, with 
.what feelings must he contemplate that 
rOther world, whither he may so soon be 
4iurried,, ^^ with all his imperfections on his 
^head!" The day of trial arrives; the 
unhappy cnminal is pbced at the bar of 
human justice, and the witnesses of his 
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goik — ^the siiffdr^ feom fais ^le&oe^* ore 
icalled ufton to decIaFe what thejr know of 
his offence. Now think, my Bre^mn, how 
would yoiifeei whoi phoed in such tBL'AXvL-' 
ation?--^idiw> before hundreds* of your 
countrymen; -"— strangess* and enssooies^ 
fnends, cc»npanions, and r^tions«-the 
whole pairticukrs of your wicked conduct 
should be laid open by those who are lrm>m 
to tell the truth ; — ^when the proofe of your 
crime being fully and clearly established, 
you hear, bitought in, the awful but just 
verdict — Guilty. Now what are your 
sensations ? what is your state of mind now 
while awaiting with agonizing anxiety fhie 
sentence appointed by the law, and which 
your Own conscience will whisper, you 
folly deserve ? The judge addresses you ; 
— and, if not entirely overcome by the 
horrors of your situation, his words ring 
like the knell of death through your ears ; 
find the outraged justice of your country 
decrees that you shall be hung ^* by the 
neck — ^till you are dead." 

Under these dreadfol circumstances, is 
there yet any earthly hope left to the guilty 



^24 On^S^icuiim^M>i0^>fy^^ 

wretch % tt niay he b^^i^^^^Mm^^ aii0»^ 
teheed to dfe, he knoit^ ^t ik nmitf, 

til^/ f!ie JU8ti6« of W (MttfitPf y tMN< 

pered with m«iT*y ttiWttfds 4 gidlty cMK 
tore; and is more imwiHing totakc^^d^ 
forfeited life of a convict^ robber, ^bM ' 
he would be, to shed itlie heoiif s Mood ^ 
of an innocent feBoW-crfeature* T^&UsWi 
linwilling to destroy the mectnest and inoHt' 
Worthless, may change liie punishment 6f 
dectth, into that Of t^iAishment for^. 
And what is that 1*— nothing I — Is it 
iiothing, to be parted for eveif from M 
Whom we care for {^^'•'Ironi father^ moyier, 
ch3dren, wife? Is it nothing, while th0 
vessel is bearing yott across the watMi^^ 
fO to ttnknown and filr distaM oMiotry, 
to bi; assured that you must nei«r«giida 
the l^d of youi* fkthers^ Is it nothing' 
to feel, that, after dragging (m the retnato^ ' 
def of a miserable existence, y(m tUilM' 
6lOSeryour e^hly cotti^iti aftlr^ign-b^ 
And be blirted in H foreign grAve-^«i- * 
known and unpitiedl ^ '^ > ! h : rr-^n 
Btft there yef remains' andthei^"Vl**rbf= ' 
the subject. It may be, Uri^ jiidg{k€nt 



skuE. te jBxeMted ^leq^y upon th^col^ 
prit,*~th0 ju^^gm^t of death. la the 
book<>f Job/wefiiid itwritt£|i^ that»''<me 
dieih in Im fvU strength^ being whMg 
<xt ea$e and quiet; and another dietk in 
the hittemess of hi^ souk'"* €aa the 
pocHT nmetdi under the sentftnoe of the law 
be siud todie whdiy atefleeatjid qtdet ; or, 
must, inne not rather tbkik, dnit it is lie who 
wffl die in the bittoness of liis aoul? 
D^ilh, my Brethrai, in any shape, is 
dreadfiil. Hie good CJiristian, who had 
spent a i^ole life in the sincere and earnest 
endeavoor, ^^to work out his sahatioH 
in fear md trenAUngr\ cannot encons*^ 
ter the terrws of dissolution without some 
fears :^^is ftdlest confidence in the re- 
deeming power of a Saviour's blood, cannot 
entirdy set at rest die anxieties which 
arise, when meditating upon the ap- 
proaching day of judgment. Then what 
must be the terrible situation of him, who 
has set at nought the counsels of the Most 
High and spumed from hnn the mercies of 
his Saviour? of liim, whose *■'■ mouth. hM 

• Job xxi. 23. 25.' f PbiUipitms ii. 12. 
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ieenfull of cursing^ deceit andfroMdr* 
^^who hath sat in the lurkinff j>laces of 
the villages ;^''\ who hath saifl in his 
heart, "^'Ood hath forgotten^ he.hideth 
his face and will never see it/'^ Let us 
meditate upo^ the case of such a man;— r 
let us, in our imaginations, accompany 
him from the judgment hall, and follow 
him into the loneUness of his cell ; let us 
imagine the blackness of his despair, when 
he is told, that every hope is fled ; and 
that now, all which remains behind, is, 
to pvepare for certain death. How shock- 
ing to reckon up the days, the hours, the 
minutes, which are yet allowed him ; and 
to say within himself "To morrow j this 
warm and breathing body will he a cold 
and lifeless corse. The aged parents who 
once thought I should be a comfort and 
support to their declining years ; — ^the wife 
who expected to find in me a constant pro- 
tector ; the children who might have looked 
up to me for instruction and example ;:— 
all these will be gathered around my dead 
body, weeping much for my untimely 

« Psalms X. 7. f Psalms x« 8. % Psalms x* 11* 



On the Execution of a Criminal. 327 

end, weeping more for the disgrace I 
have brought upon them; and perhaps, 
ciursingthe' hour when I was bom. And 
when at last the cold grave receives me, 
can I hope that my name will ever be spo- 
ken, unless coupled with the story of my 
crimes, and the mention of my ignominious 
death !" Such ideas as these, no doubt, 
will present themselves to the mind of the 
condemned malefactor : but there are yet 
other thoughts which will rush into his ^oul ; 
— ^the thoughts of another world ; — ^the 
trial which is yet to come; the sentence he 
may have yet to imdei^, by the com- 
mand of an Almighty Judge^—" before 
whom all hearts are open, atni from whom 
no secrets are hid." An earthly judge 
may be deceived as to the extent of our 
guilt ; a Heavenly One cannot : an earthly 
judge has power only to decree the de- 
stnlction of the body; but a Heavenly 
One can ^^ plunge both body and soul into 
hellj''^ " where the worm'' (the gnaw- 
ing worm olTa bad conscience) '\dieth not^ 
and the fire is not quenched.'' f 

* Matthew x. 28. f Mark ix. 44. 



S28 09tt]^BM(k^ti(ni6ft!t<^mih^.'^ 

tion^-^I dMgfat ^Bpcak of th^ 9mM pr^aiN 
ttknil foi- BsaerMim ;-Mthe tkkin^ a last 
leare dF fefatiom wd 'friends ^^be ei9[bi^ 
of the mtoistcars of reli^an to. prodiH*e^ 
max^ere and godly sorrdw in the mi^miAi 
eo^itr^HUid to fix bis holies 'iqpi»ti >tlia 
atonii^ bioodof our ^viom* ;-^bue I ^Mitt 
fiwfaean inr the humbfe fe:!q)ee6fttioii9 that is 
cases ike ^liisi ultHfOgh imm canotee nA 
casse for pai-deii^ ^Gjod, «f His inftlite 
Qiereyv niay exfaoid Hii foqgiVeneiB to Ae 
fAkxietj for the Bake of that RedeeiiierWlKi 
for thesins of the whole world.' 
ProbabJy, tny JBrethrm, most ttf yoa vAib 
heeatk listeDing to this discoorse^ will 
thmk within yoarselves^ that, altibough m 
some respects, you have been leading v^ 
in^roper lives, yet still it will - nwet be 
likely diat you dhall suffer death 'fer'y<ito)r 
ofiences, God grant it may be so; but» 
had not the poor man, who, yesterday * 

h 

* This sermon was preached the day after the exe- 

» 

c^tioti of a man, for a serions and aggravated biir« 
glary^-^who'was known io many of thoprisonera^ 
and was One brother of one of them. 



pai^itte pt^iiaF^yMfaj^piiivi^ at^tb^jjMlett 
mcti lihougbte 1 XN4 li^^c^eii'expeet tob^ 
fu^^by tMum <rftb^ Ij^w^ in tiie foime 
of, )lj^ 4«9B.and< jn the|iridei. of .h^. wwrf 
bood ? . No, if he had efri&cJkmght «iioh 'a 
tj|uB»g.p(waibb, Jbe imuld have tiJien e^ei^ 
onre to avoid %hoae vices and tN^se efin* 
paidoiis, vrho first led him into the pa^haof 
aacb Ba^oaa wicjcedaess. IS th^e be a maa 
aiitOQg youi who thinks that he can sajjr^ 
mOntmSeifi ^^soch aihtediaUiiot bemme,'* 
l0t me ask him a few questtoos ; leti&e«Hii^ 
quire ;rrnA<r^ you liable to get dhimk^ iot 
if youaiej any man, in his si^iusescan.tell 
yott that the drunkard neithar knovm^at 
iio^may do»nor, 4oes he care wbal.he amy 
40)Ml im, drunken &t ;^*-therefbre^ of ail 
m^VL, the diMftkard is most liki% to om^ 
mt those Settees, yAdch mm'puMsbed 
A^, .diMtb or pei^petual bsiiishmbit, A» 
fm ^ Sabbatli-hreak^ ? iAimi raeoUebt 
tiii%t)]WE»alQ(nei^ wiAk iYhich .tiisf Jkimi^s^ 
visited the whole Jewish nation, ifor polki*- 
ting the Sabbath : he gave them up to thek* 
own heart's lust ; he allowed them to foliow 
thek owli Tia^ed. indbialiDBai and «mI 



^hen^. jyatQ a ca^kUy of 9eVf^])jty ''^^tw. 
JKecplle^t, topi thati while- bce^kiag th^ 
S^bbatb, passing that day which Grod ofm- 
maoded to the kept holy, m idleaess^qot 
41^ profligacy, you ^ are sujreto becooie 
(^psected with conijiamQns, who will vxfS^ 
y^ thi^Vgh eyery wickedness, until ypu 
find ; yourself under the gallows. Are you 
a . poacher ? then know, that in yopur 
anxious pursuit of another mail's property, 
a ^quarrel may arise with those appointed tf) 
gu^^rd it,, and, your temper being roused 
by oppositiiHi to your desugns, the rash a(^ 
of a moment may make you, for ever, a 

murderer. 

*. ♦ 

If then, you would avoid the feai&il end 
of the wicked in this world, and their more 
fearfiil doom in another, reoolleet the. &te 
of him who yesterday surrendered his life 
a&a warning example of the omsequence^ 
of wickedness, and of the power of the law : 
—of him whowas known to many, and 
related to one among you. — ^Think upon 
what may be the consequence of your neg- 
lect, or even your carelessness of those 
many duties which you owe both to your 
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neighbour and to your God. Do not ima- 
gine within yourselves that there is yet 
time to reform — what time have you % Are 
there any here, who can call this single 
hour their own ? No, no ; " yourselves 
know perfectly^ that the day of the Lord 
so cometh a>s a thief in the itight ; for^ 
when they shall say^ peace and safety^ 
then^ sudden destruction cometh upon 
them; and they shall not escape. ^^ *^ 
Before it is too late, then, my dear Bre- 
thren, reflect upon the danger in which you 
stand; humble yourselves before God, for 
the sins you have committed; and pray 
earnestly and unceasingly for his grace 
to assist your resolutions of ftiture amend* 
ment. Take upon you the gentle and 
saving yoke of Christ ; and " tu7^ unto 
the Lfordj for he is m£rc?ful^ and to your 
Godyfor hevnll abundantly pardon'' \ 

* Thessalonians ▼• 2, 3. f Isaiah Iv. 7. 

THE END. 
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